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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20223 

Freedom of Information Act Program 
Communications Center 
245 Murray Lane, S.W., Building T-5 
Mail Stop 8205 
Washington, D.C. 20223 

File Number: 20250580 

Date: March 12, 2025 

Referring Agency: The Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP); 2024-BEP-00011 

Dear Requester: 

Reference is made to your Freedom oflnformation Act (FOIA) request, originally directed to the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) Case No. 2024-BEP-00011, for a copy of the handbook 
on how to handle counterfeit currency, including tips on how to detect, report and dispose of fake 
bills. 

While processing your request, the above agency confirmed that all responsive records to this 
request fall under purview of the United States Secret Service (Secret Service). Accordingly, your 
request was referred to this office for processing and a direct response to you. Your request was 
received by this office on March 5, 2025, and was assigned the file number indicated above. 

After a detailed review of all potentially responsive records, 77 pages were released and no pages 
were withheld in their entirety. After considering the "Foreseeable Harm" standard, outlined in 
Title 5 U.S.C § 552(a)(8)(A)(i) and Department of Justice guidance, exemptions under FOIA 
Statute Title 5 U.S.C. § 552, and/or the PA Statute Title 5 U.S.C. § 552a, have been applied where 
deemed appropriate. 



Enclosed are documents responsive to your request. Any exemptions cited are marked in bold 
below. 

(b) (1) 
(b) ( 4) 
(b) (7) (C) 

Section 552 (FOIA) 
(b) (2) (b) (3) Statute: 
(b)(5) (b)(6) (b)(7)(A) 
(b) (7) (D) [X](b) (7) (E) (b) (7) (F) 

(b) (7) (B) 
(b) (8) 

If you deem our decision an adverse determination, you may exercise your appeal rights. Should 
you wish to file an administrative appeal, your appeal should be made in writing and received 
within ninety (90) days of the date of this letter, by writing to: Freedom oflnformation Appeal, 
Deputy Director, U.S. Secret Service, Communications Center, 245 Murray Lane, S.W., Building 
T-5, Washington, D.C. 20223. If you choose to file an administrative appeal, please explain the 
basis of your appeal and reference the case number listed above. 

Please be advised, in the processing of this FOIA request, no fees are being assessed. 

Additionally, you have the right to right to seek dispute resolution services from the Office of 
Government Information Services (OGIS) which mediates disputes between FOIA requesters 
and Federal agencies as a non-exclusive alternative to litigation. Please note that contacting the 
Secret Service's FOIA Program and/or OGIS is not an alternative to filing an administrative 
appeal and does not stop the 90-day appeal clock. You may contact OGIS at: Office of 
Government Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi 
Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001. You may also reach OGIS via e-mail at 
ogis@nara.gov, telephone at 202-741-5770/toll free at (877) 684-6448, or facsimile at (202) 741-
5769. 

If you need any further assistance, or would like to discuss any aspect of your request, please 
contact our FOIA Public Liaison Kevin Tyrrell, at (202) 220-1819. Alternatively, you may send an 
e-mail to foia@usss.dhs.gov. 

FOIA/P A File No. 20250580 is assigned to your request. Please refer to this file number in all 
future communication with this office. 

Sincerely, 

K� r_ �-
Kevin L. Tyrrell 
Freedom oflnformation Act Officer 
Office of Intergovernmental and Legislative Affairs 

Enclosure: 
FOIA and PA Exemption List 



Manual Investigative 
RO CID 

From: INV 

United States Secret Service 
Directives System 

Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2015 2:25 PM 
To: USA 
Cc: INV; CID; FSD 

Section CID-11 
Date 06/30/2015 

Subject: Cancellation/ Forwarding Procedures for Submitting Split, Pieced, 
Raised, Transfer and Bleached U.S. Currency Paper 

//ROUTINE// 

FROM: Headquarters (AD - Investigations) 

TO: All Supervisors and Holders of the Investigative Manual 

SUBJECT; Cancellation / Forwarding Procedures for Submitting Split, Pieced, 
Raised, Transfer and Bleached U.S. Currency Paper 

This directive should be reproduced locally and filed in front of the 
following Investigative Manual sections: 

DCP#:: I 2015-25 
DCP#: I 2015-26 
DCP#: I 2015-27 
DCPj: I 2015-28 

CID-11, Redemption of Currency 
CID-22(15), Monthly Report 
FSD-28, Contraband/Evidence Control 
INV-14, Inventory, Control, and Disposition of Seized 

Property 

This directive is in effect until superseded. 

Bleached notes Effective 07/01/2015, all counterfeit notes printed on 
bleached genuine U.S. currency paper, received in field of fices, resident 
offices and resident agencies are to be classified appropriately in the 
Counterfeit Tracking Application (CTA), and retained in the field office, 
These notes will no longer be forwarded to Headquarters for redemption. 
Counterfeit notes pr int ed on bleached genuine U.S. currency paper wi 11 be 
classified appropriately as counterfeit circulars or digital notes. In 
addition, notes produced on bleached genuine currency paper must continue to 
be documented in CTA as such by selecting "bleached noten under the "special 
conditions" box. All counterfeit notes processed in the field will remain in 
the office either as In-Evidence (IE), in a counterfeit investigation, or 
Not-In-Evidence (NIE), unless requested as an "Additional Specimen," or 
requested by the Treasury Obligation Section. To reiterate, counterfeit 
notes printed on bleached genuine currency will no longer be handled 
differently than counterfeit notes printed on non-bleached paper. All 
counterfeit notes, whether on bleached paper or non-bleached paper, will be 
retained as IE or NIE as needed, and subject to the retention procedures as 
defined by Investigative Manual sections INV-14 (for IE), or CID-22 (15) (for 

NIE). 
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Manual 
RO 

Investigative 
CID 

Section CID-11 
Date 06/30/2015 

Split, pieced, raised and transfer not.as - Also effective 07 /01 /201::.>, all 
Ra.i sed No"Les, Pi_cccd Notes, Sp l'i t Notes and Transfer Noles will be relained 
by the field offices, resident offices, and resident agencies as either IF. or 
NIE, and held in the field office accordinq to the appropriate retention 
time frames (tor lF. refer to INV-14, for NTE, refer to CTD-?.2 (15)). Atter t.he 
retention time has expired (see FSD-28), the Raised, Pieced, Split and 
Transfer notes w i 11 be destroyed by the fie Id office per DC!'#: I 2014-06; 
DCPI: I 2014-07; and □CPI: I 2014-08 filed under section FSD-28. 

In summary, split notes, pieced notes, raised no Les, trans fer notes and 
counterfeit not cs printed on bleached U.S. currency paper will no longer be 
forwarded to headqua rlers for redemption. Per section Cl D-11, Redcmpt i.on o E 
Currency, these types of counterfeit currency cannot be redeemed by a private 
citizen or any USSS employee; they arc contraband and subiect to forfeiture. 

Questions regarding thJs message should be directed to the Criminal 
Invesllgativc Division al 202-406-9330. 

Headquarters (AD - JnvesLigations) Jenkins 
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Manual : Investigations 
RO CID 

United States Secret Service 
Directives System 

Subject: Redemption of Currency 

To: All Supervisors and All Manual Holders of the Investigative Manual 

FIiing Instructions: 

Section : CI D-11 
Date 11 / 12 / 2 0 13 

• Remove and destroy section CID-11, Redempt.::_on of Currency 
(dated 06/15/2007), in its entirety, and replace with the 
attached revised section. 

• File this Policy Memorandum in front of this section. 

• This directive is in effect until superseded. 

Impact Statement: This directive has been updated to advise that U.S. 
currency anci/or coins that have been altered or mutilated in 
violation of the United States Code, will not be redeemed (by a 

private citizen or the U.S. Secret Service} as it is deemed 
contraband, and is subject to forfeicure under the provisions of 
Title 18, U.S. Code, Section 492. 

Mandatory Review; The Responsible Off ice will review all policy 
contained in this section in its entirety by or before November 
2016. 

Questions regarding this policy should be directed to the 
Criminal Investigative Division at 202-406-9330. 

DCP#: I 2013-32 



Manual Investigative 
RO CID 

United States Secret Service 
Directives System 

REDEMPTION OF CURRENCY 

Section : CID-11 
Date 11112/2013 

The nature of the jurisdictional responsibilities of the U.S. Secret Service often results in inquiries regarding 
the redemption of altered, mutilated, or unfit genuine U.S. currency or coins. 

U.S. currency and/or coins which have been altered or mutilated in violation of the United States Code 
cannot be redeemed (by a private citizen or the U.S. Secret Service). They are deemed contraband, and 
are subject to forfeiture under the provisions of Title 18, U.S. Code, Section 492. 

Exchange of Currency 

The Treasury Department will exchange lawfully held coins and currency of the United States, dollar for dollar, 
for other coins and currency which are legal tender for public and private debts. 

The following regulations are noted: 

• There is no distinction made between the various issues of coin and paper currency of the United 
States. 

• Notes issued by the Confederate States during the Civil War, and by other various states or state banks, 
are not redeemable. 

• Foreign currency (either coin or paper) is neither receivable nor redeemable by the United States, 
except that foreign gold coins may be receivable at the gold bullion value. 

Unfit Currency 

Paper currency that is deemed unfit (not suitable for further circulation because of its physical condition such 
as currency that is torn, dirty, limp, worn, or defaced) will be withdrawn from circulation by the Federal Reserve 
Banks and their branches. Unfit currency in denominations of $1 through $100 is destroyed at the Federal 
Reserve Banks. Currency in denominations of $500 and higher (fit and unfit) is withdrawn from circulation by 
the Federal Reserve Banks, and forwarded to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Office of Currency 
Redemption and Destruction Standards. 

Holders of unfit currency should contact their local commercial banks. 



Manual Investigative 
RO CID 

Muti lated Currency 

Section : CID-1 1  
Date 11/12/2013 

Lawfully held paper currency of the Un ited States which has been m utilated will be redeemed at full value 
according to the following criteria: 

1 .  More than 50 percent of a note identifiable as U nited States currency is present; or 

2.  Fifty percent or less of a note identifiable as United States currency is present and the method of 
mutilation, along with supporting evidence , demonstrates that the missing portions have been totally 
destroyed. 

No redemption payment will be made when: 

1. Fragments presented cannot be identified as United States currency; or 

2. Fragments presented which represent 50 percent or less of a note are identifiable as United States 
currency, but the method of destruction and the supporting evidence does not demonstrate that the 
missing portions have been totally destroyed; or 

3. Currency has been totally destroyed. 

Holders of mutilated notes may be advised to forward the notes, along with any supporting evidence of 
destruction, d irectly to: 

Department of the Treasury 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
OCS/BEPA Room 344 
P.O. Box 37048 
Washington, D.C. 200 1 3  

Unfit and Muti lated Coins 

Mutilated , worn, and unfit coins will be withdrawn from circulation by the Federal Reserve Banks and their 
branches. Such coins will be forwarded to the U nited States Mint for d isposal. 

Mutilated coins will be exchanged depending on the type and extent of mutilation. Redemption will be made 
by: 

United States Mint 
P.O. Box 400 
Philadelphia, PA 1 91 05 

Holders of mutilated, worn ,  or unfit coins should contact their local com mercial banks. 
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Manual I nvestigative 
RO CID 

U n ited States Secret Service 
Directives System 

COUNTERFEIT INVESTIGATIONS 

I ntroduction 

Section CID-1 8 
Date 3128/2022 

U .S .  Secret Service (Secret Service) i nvestigat ions of suspect cou nterfe it Federa l  Reserve Notes (FRNs) 
shou ld be docu mented in  the F ie ld I nvestigat ive Reporting System ( F I RS) Counterfe it Track ing Appl icat ion 
(CT A),  I n cident Based Reporting ( I  BR), and the Evidence (EVI D)  appl ication as appropriate. Reference 
shou ld be made to I nvestigative Manual  chapter I NV- 1 3 , Evidence , for process i ng ,  control , d ispos ition ,  and 
retention of evidence and Not-in  Evidence ( N I E) .  I nvestigative inqu i ries (ru nouts) should be documented 
us ing the F I RS F ie ld I ntel I ntake ( F I i )  app l ication .  

Sus peel co u n te rfe it F RN s n at associated w ith Secret Service invest ig atio n s s h  o u Id be t racked i n  F I  RS/CT A. 

For the pu rposes of th is pol icy, the term Secret Service fie ld offi ce inc ludes resident office and res ident 
agency .  

Roles and Respons i b i l i t ies 

Cri m i nal I nvestigative Div is ion (C ID) 

The C I D 's Cou nterfe it Branch is responsible for counterfe it forens ics, N I E  counterfe it currency processing 
and analys is ,  support i ng  counterfe it i nvestigat ions in  the fie ld , cu rrency development ,  currency t ra in ing and 
out reach efforts . 

Cou nterfe it Currency Processing Facil ity (CCPF) 

On January 2 ,  20 1 9 ,  C l  D opened t h e  CCPF with i n  renovated space a t  Bureau o f  Engraving a n d  Printing 
(BEP)  i n  Wash ington D . C . ,  wh ich was a t ransformational effort by C I D  to centralize processing of al l  N I E  
counterfe it currency rece ived b y  the Secret Service . The CCPF wil l  rece ive , process, analyze and store 
all N I E  counterfe it FRNs as C ID cont in ues in i t iat ives to convert the ban king industry to e lectron i c  data 
su bmissions via the USDollars website (https ://www.usdollars . usss .gov) . The information co llected by the 
CCPF generates leads and su pports investigat ive activities in  the field w ith a focus on la rge scale 
counterfe it i nvest igations .  
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Manual I nvestigative 
RO C I D  

Cou nterfe it Operat ions Section 

Section C ID-1 8 
Dale 3/2812022 

The Counterfe it Operations Sect ion coord inates investigations and in te l l igence gatheri ng to suppress and 
disru pt the cou nterfe i t ing of U S ob l igat ions worldwide The Counterfe it Operat ions Section a lso 
addresses spec ific strateg ic  i n ternationa l  and domest ic counterfe it cases and su pports investigative 
in itiatives in the fie ld and at the Headquarters leve l through various l i n k  analys is and d atabase programs. 
Co u nte rfe it Operations co I le cts and organ izes co u nte rfe it cu rrency data far Secret Service fie Id offices, 
Secret Services Headquarters u n its, ou ts ide agenc ies , and financ ia l  i nstitutions Add itiona l ly ,  the 
Cou nterfe it Operations Section mainta ins  close re lationsh ips w ith domest ic and fore ign law enforcement 
agencies and in te l l igence age nc ies and l i a ises w ith the Department of the Treasu ry ,  BEP, the U S Mint ,  
the Federa l  Reserve System, Federa l  Reserve Board (FRB), and other publ ic and private sector  entit ies 

Cou nterfe it Forens ic and Cu rrency Deve lopment Section (CFS) 

CFS cond ucts forens ic examinations and c lass ifies a l l  counterfe it cu rrency and U S Treasury ob l igat ions .  
CFS is the fina l  au thority on the authent ication of U S currency Document  Ana lysts assig ned to the CFS 
provide tech nical expert i se to the field in counterfe it i nvest igations ,  expert testimony, and techn ical  tra i n i ng  
to  Secret Service employees and  personne l  from domest ic and fore ign agencies. I n  add ition to 
determ in i ng  the authent ic ity of U .S currency and other  Treasu ry ob l igat ions ,  the CFS conducts adversarial 
analys is on proposed security features and new cu rrency des ig ns .  CFS col laborates with the Treasury 
Liaison of the Secret Service, FRB and BEP to recommend currency des ig n mod ificat ions and security 
feature updates. 

F ie ld  Offices 

Secret Service fie ld offices are respons ib le  for counterfe it i nvestigat ions ,  cou nterfe it deterrence throug h 
publ ic  ed ucation and working w ith local law enforcement in counterfe it i nvestigat ions and evidence 
hand l ing 

Defi n it ions 

Accelerated Counterfeit Tracking application (ACT} - The enterpr ise app l ication ,  with in  the Secret 
Service F IRS ,  that i s  responsible for managing data with regards to counterfe it ob l igat ions of the Un ited 
States , foreig n nations and/or their  centra l  banks , as outl i ned in  T itle 1 8  of the Un ited States Code .  I t  is 
an addit iona l  front-end appl ication that works in  concert with the CT A. ACT is a lso referred to as CT A2. 

Accountable mail - Ma i l  for wh ich a service provider  (e . g . ,  Un ited States Postal Service (USPS) ,  Fed Ex, 
U PS)  and the mai l  center must mainta in a record that shows where the mai l  piece is at any g iven t ime, and 
when and where it was de l ivered . 

Al lied Note - A cou nterfe it FRN that has been forens ica l ly assoc iated w ith a cou nterfe it FRN previous ly of 
record . The association is  made if the notes have one or  two pr in t ing plate images in  common ,  but not a l l  
th ree . C lass ificat ion as an a l l ied note is  made independent ly from the note 's  identifie r  descr ipt io n .  An 
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RO C I D  

Section C ID-1 8 
Dale 3/2812022 

a l l ied note is assigned the next ava i lab le  c i rcu lar n umber and an addit iona l  reference is made to the parent  
note 

Back Plate (BP) Number - The nu mber that appears on the back of the FRN and identifies the mu lt i-subject 
i n tag l io p late used to print the back plate image 

Batch - A g roup  of suspected counterfe it FRNs that are de l ivered together  from USDol la rs ,  a cash vau lt, 
or  a Federa l  Reserve Branch 

Bleached Genuine Note - A  genu ine  FRN from wh ich the ink (s)  are part ia l ly or  fu l ly removed or  "bleached" _  
Whi le bleach ing currency can remove inks , many paper based security featu res rema i n .  A cou nterfeiter 
may take th is approach us ing ,  for example $ 1 , $2 or  $5 FRNs ,  and then print their counterfe it image on the 
resu l t ing blank  genu ine  currency paper. Th is is not a classifi cation type and refers to the type of paper 
that was used to produce the cou nterfe it FRNs. 

C heck Letter/Quadrant Check Letter - Outdated term, see "Note Posit ion Letter." 

Circular Notes - A cou nterfe it FRN printed ent i re ly using a trad itiona l  print process(es) or a combination 
of a trad it iona l  print process(es) and a digital pr int process(es) .  These notes are c i rcu larized and g iven a 
"C-" nu mber as a means of catalog ing and associating it to other counterfe it. 

Circular Number - The c lass ificat ion nu mber assigned by the Counterfe it Forensic Section to a new 
counterfe it FRN based on the note's identifie rs ,  pr in t  process(es), printing defects, and any existing 
re lationsh ips to other  known c i rcu lars of record Th is  number is  a sequent ia l ly generated nu mber by CT A 

database , beg inn i ng  with "C-," for t rad itiona l ly pr inted cou nterfe it or "D-" for d ig ital ly printed counterfe it. 
Each n umber is  on ly used once.  

Circularization - Creation of a new cou nterfe it note record , th rough the assig nment of a c i rcu lar n umber 
w ith in  CTA. 

Classification - Ass ignment of a cou nterfe it note to a known circu lar  n umber .  

Counterfeit Tracking Application (CTA) - The enterprise app l ication ,  w ith in  the Secret Service F IRS ,  that 
i s  respons ib le  for manag ing data w ith regards to counterfe it obl igations of the Un ited States,  fore ign nat ions 
and/or the ir  centra l  banks ,  as out l i ned in  Tit le  1 8  of the Un ited States Code .  

Digital Circular - A cou nterfe it FRN pr inted entirely using a digital pr int  process(es) ,  to inc lude toner  
technology or  i n kjet technology.  Dig ital notes are c i rcu larized and g iven a "D-" n umber .  Dig ital circu lars 
are digital ly printed notes that are of i n terest to the field and/or C I D ,  those that are not c lass ified under  the 
PRJT c lassification system. 

Defect - Reproducible printed defect appearing on a cou nterfe it FRN .  The defect cou ld be caused by 
featheri ng ,  orig ina l  writi ng , creas ing ,  or other mark ings on the pattern note, a scratch or debris on the 
printing plate, etc. 

Digital Note - A cou nterfe it FRN prod uced us ing an office mach ine system that u t i l izes inkjet or  toner  
technology_  These notes are ident ified and c lass ified as Dig ital Circu lars 

Digital Printing Methods - Pr in t ing methods that do not requ ire a pr in t ing p late and rely on an office 
mach ine system that uti l izes inkjet or  toner  tech nology_ These methods prod uce Digital Notes 

Family - A group of two or more cou nterfe it FRNs that have been forens ica l ly a l l ied to one another .  The 
fi rst counterfe it FRN to be c lass ified in  CT A is des ig nated as the parent note 

Federal Reserve Note {FRN) - Cu rrent  banknotes issued by the Un ited States.  
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Manual I nvestigative 
RO C I D  

Federal Reserve System - The currency issu i ng  authority for the U .S .  Govern ment. 

Section C ID-1 8 
Dale 3/2812022 

Front Plate Number or Face Plate Number (FP} - The nu mber that appears on the front of the FRN and 
ident ifies  the multi-subject i n tag l io p late used to print the front plate image _  For 1 929 and 1 996 sty le  
banknotes ,  the front plate n umber appears on the right s ide of the note .  The same app l ies  to the 2004 
sty le  ban knotes , w ith the exception of the $ 1 00 ,  wh ich has the front plate n umber on the left of the ban knote. 

Harvested Feature - A  genu ine  secu rity featu re removed from a genu ine  FRN and placed onto a cou nterfe it 
FRN .  

Identifiers - Various nu mbers and letters used by the BEP to identify a part i cular image on a mu lti-subject 
plate from which the FRN was printed . For Secret Service pu rposes,  the fo llowing types of identifie rs are 
also used to c lass ify a counterfe it FRN in CTA: 

• Denominatio n ,  
• Series Year, 
• Note Posit ion Letter, 
• Note Posit ion N umber, 
• Front  P late N umber, 
• Back Plate N umber, and 
• FRB 3-letter code (for 1 929 style ban knotes on ly ) .  

Large Portrait Note - 1 996 style FRN .  

Large Portrait Note with Color - 2004 sty le  FRN 

New Counterfeit Note - A counterfe it FRN that is not of record in CT A which has been assig ned a New 
Cou nterfe it (NC) number .  

New Counterfeit (NC} Number - A  temporary admin istrative nu mber ass ig ned by CTA to a trad it iona lly or  
dig i ta  I ly printed co u nte rfe it F RNs wh ich bear  an ident ifie r  d escri ptio n not previously of record w ith the Secret 
Service . An NC n umber may eventua l ly be replaced by a circu lar  n umber .  

Note Position Letter (N PL} - Alphabet ical designation to identify the posit ion of the front  p late image on a 
mu lti-subject printing p late . There are two letters located on the front of the FRN, one is the Front Plate 
Letter and the other  is referred to as the Note Posit ion Letter. Both letters must be the same alphabetica l ly 
and are located on the left side and righ t  side of the FRN . 

Note Position Number (N P#} - Small nu mber located next to the NPL  on the left side of the FRN for a l l  
denominat ions except for the 2004 style $ 1 00 FRN where it is located on the rig ht side of the note .  The 
nu mber identifies the posit ion of the front  p late images on a multi-subject pr in t ing p late 

Novelty Note - A type of FRN that is not a close representation/du plication of genu ine  U S cu rrency and 
has not been passed (e.g , a $30 FRN or  a note d isplay ing the image of a cartoon character) .  

Parent  Note (PN} - A counterfe it FRN of record , wh ich bears a forens ic association to another counterfe it 
FRN .  When an association is made between two Circulars, the C i rcular note w ith the lower n umber 
becomes the Parent Note. A parent  note is the first c i rcularized note of a family of notes. The Parent 
Note is referred to as "PN-" and wi l l  a lways fo llow the C i rcular nu mber to show which family of counterfe it 
FRN's  the note is  associated with .  For example ,  C-23456, PN- 1 2345 

Pattern Note - The genu ine  FRN used by a counterfe iter to reprod uce currency. 

Pieced Note - A note consist ing of mult ip le  p ieces of un related notes. E i ther a combination of d ifferent 
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genu ine p ieces or  genu i ne  and cou nterfe it pieces. 

Section C ID-1 8 
Dale 3/2812022 

PRJT - Class ifi cation system used for d ig ital ly printed cou nterfe it FRNs that are not of i n terest to the field 
or  C I D  

Quadrant Number - Outdated term, see Note Posit ion Number .  

Raised Note - A genu ine  FRN whose counters (corner of the note bear ing the denominatio n )  have been 
rep laced by another  note of h igher denominatio n .  

Rapid Print Number {RPN} - A un i que  1 4-d ig it n umbe r that represents an ind ividua l  N I E  counterfe it note 
in  ACT (CTA2) and CTA. RPN is no longer in  use but may appear on notes processed prior to 2022 . 

Series Year - The date appear ing on the face of the FRN . The series year  i nd icates the year  production 
started after approva l of a design ,  or  when there was a major revis ion to the currency note des ig n or 
materia ls ,  or  a change in  the Secretary of the Treasu ry. A change in  the Treasurer of the Un ited States is 
i nd icated by the add ition of a suffix letter to the series year. The series year does not ind icate the year  the 
FRN was printed . 

Smal l  Portrait Note - 1 929 style FRN .  

Specimen Notes {Genuine} - Samples of genu ine  U .S .  cu rrency that conta in  the word "SPECIM EN" and 
a u n ique n umber, typica l ly pr inted in  red These samples are provided to C I D  from BEP for the pu rpose 
of compar ison and examinat ion 

Specimen Notes {Counterfeit} - Samples of known cou nterfe it currency c i rcu lars (C and D) that are 
mainta ined in  a reference l ibrary housed with in  C ID's  Counterfe it Forens ic  and Currency Deve lopment  
Sect ion These counterfe it specimens are used for the purpose of compar ing new cou nterfe its to those 
counterfe its of record to determine if the incoming cou nterfe its are of record or  are forens ica l ly l i nked to an 
ex is t i ng cou nterfe it note fami ly. Typica l ly ,  C ID requests a m in imum of four  (4) spec imen notes for each 
circu lar  (C or  D)  n umber. 

Traditional Note - A counterfe it FRN produced us ing a t rad itiona l  pr int  process , req u i r ing a pr in t ing plate 
and does not req u i re use of digital tech nology_ Trad it iona l  printing methods include offset l i thography, 
screen pri n t i ng ,  i ntag l io ,  and typography. 

Traditional Printing Methods - Printing methods wh ich requ ire a printing p late and often do not rely on 
computer technology ( i .e . ,  offset l i thog raphy, screen printing , i n tag l io , typography, etc. ) .  

Variation Note - A cou nterfe it FRN that has been forensical ly ident ified as having been printed us ing the 
same pr int  process(es) and conta in  the same reprod uc ib le  pr in t ing defects on the th ree p late images (FP ,  
BP,  and TS) .  A l l  th ree p late images must be  the same as  a previous note o f  record . The on ly difference 
be ing that one or  more of the identifie rs have been changed . Var iat ion notes assume the same circu lar  
nu mber as their  matching note , w i th  a seq uential a lpha character added to the end ( i .e . ,  C-2 1 1 9 1 A). 
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Gu idance for F inancial Inst itutions , Merchants , and 
Law Enforcement Agencies 

Detect ion and Reporti ng  

F inancial i nstitutions and merchants shou ld b e  provided g u idance in  the methods o f  detecting counterfe it 
FRNs ,  as well as in  the most effective ways to he lp  the Secret Service to invest igate. 

The fo llowing g u idance shou ld be provided to banks, merchants ,  and other freq uent money handlers .  
When they rece ive a suspect cou nterfe it FRN , they shou ld : 

• Confiscate the suspect counterfe it FRN and not return it to the ind ivid ua l  who passed it ,  if safe to 
do so; 

• Contact local law enforcement or the c losest Secret Service fie ld office; 

• Attempt to sta l l  the ind ividual who passed the suspect counterfe it FRN wh ile po l ice are not ified , if 
safe to do so ;  

• Complete a written descr ipt ion of the ind ividual who passed the suspect cou nterfe it FRN , to inc lude 
accompl ices and veh icles;  

• Surrender the suspect cou nterfe it FRN d i rect ly, or th rough the local law enforcement ,  to the c losest 
Secret Service field office ; and 

• U pon rece ipt of a suspected counterfe it FRN , banks or merchants should ensure each person 
hand l ing the note in itial and date the border  area of the FRN _ I f  the person su rrendering the note 
has investigat ive information related to the suspected counterfe it FRN ,  they shou ld contact the 
local Secret Service office and/or po l ice immediately and ho ld  the FRN.  

Note : When providing the above g u idance to ban ks ,  merchants ,  and other  frequent  money handlers 
priorit ization of phys ical safety shou ld be stressed . 

Partnersh ips with local law enforcement are essential s ince they genera l ly are the first responders when 
suspect counterfe it FRNs are passed. F ield offices should establish  and mainta in l ia ison w ith appropriate 
local law enforcement departments to ensure that 

• The Secret Service is immediately not ified of a l l  cases invest igated by local law enforcement ;  

• Suspect counterfe it FRNs are properly marked for identifi cation by al l  persons involved , i nclud ing 
respond ing law enforcement personne l ;  and 

• Suspect cou nterfe it FRNs are promptly fo iwarded to the closest Secret Service fie ld office. 

Warn ing  Notices 

Cou nterfe it warning notices can be d istr ibuted to notify law enforcement  agencies, financ ia l  institut ions, 
merchants ,  and other money handlers of counterfe it notes that are act ively c i rculating with in  an area .  
Warn ing notices can also be used for educat iona l  purposes du ring presentations and t ra in ing sess ions. 
Warn ing not ices must i nclude hand l ing instruct ions, s uch as mainta in ing the not ices out  of the view of the 
general pub l i c .  Warning notices that conta in  descriptive or  i nvestigat ive information regard ing suspected 
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passers shou ld be l imited to law enforcement agencies to protect persona lly identifiable information 

Gener ic warn ing notices wi l l  be made avai lab le  by C ID ,  wh ich wou ld allow field offices to add the necessary 
information ,  such as contact , date , note descriptions and attributes ,  hand l i ng instruct ions ,  spec imen 
i l lustrat ions ,  etc .  CID may also ass ist i n  creating custom warning not ices for ind ivid ua l  field offices.  

Surrender and Rece ipt of Suspect Cou nterfe it FRNs 

F inancial inst itut ions,  law enforcement agenc ies ,  casinos,  and  large cash processors a re  encou raged to 
use the USDollars website to generate the SSF 1 604, Cou nterfe it Note Report ,  electron i cal ly."" In add ition ,  
merchants that routine ly deal w ith la rge vo lu mes o f  cou nterfe it cu rrency may b e  g ranted access to 
USDol lars with the approval of the local fie ld office. Merchants with smaller volumes of counterfe it are 
expected to su bmit the i r  cou nterfe it th rough their  local financial i nstitution _  

For ent it ies that are u nable t o  uti l ize US□ollars, counterfe it cu rrency shou ld b e  su bmitted us ing the SSF 
1 604, Counterfe it Note Report ,  to submit suspect cou nterfeit FRNs without  i nvestigat ive leads to the Secret 
Service The SSF 1 604 is  ava i lable both as an on l i ne (e lectron ic) submission form, and as a pr intab le 
(manual/hard copy) form via the US□ollars . usss .gov website. 

USDol lars Webs ite 

On l ine Submiss ion Form (E lectron ic  SSF 1 604) 

The su bmission of an e lectronic SSF 1 604 req u i res reg istration on the US□ol lars website 
(https ://www. usdo l lars . usss .gov) and the approval of the registrant by C I D .  The benefit o f  us ing the 
electron i c  SS F 1 604 is that  an electron i c  record is generated and remains ava i lab le  for access and future 
reference by the user. Registered users can su bmit electron i c  SSF 1 604s for i nd ividual suspect counterfe it 
FRNs or  for batch su rrenders. For batch su bmissions ,  the batch report generated by the system shou ld 
accompany a l l  suspect counterfe it FRNs be ing su rrendered to the Secret Service. 

The electron i c  SSF 1 604 shou ld be su bmitted along with the suspect counterfe it FRNs to the location 
spec ified on the su bmission report .  I n formation about the submission remains ava i lable to the registered 
user or  can be down loaded from the US□o llars webs ite 

Batch N u mbers and L ine-Item N u mbers 

Federa l  Reserve Branches and reg istered US□ol lars users are inst ructed to write the spec ific batch n umber 
and l ine-item nu mber in  the u pper central marg in  on the back of each cou nterfe it FRN su bmitted . The 
batch n umber, i n  combinat ion w ith the l ine-item n umber ,  represents a u n ique number ,  wh ich is system 
generated . The n umbers relate to a specifi c l ine of data on the correspond ing su bmission report generated 
by US□ol lars .  
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As an a lternat ive to the electron i c  SSF 1 604, a man ual/hard copy SSF 1 604 can be used to su rrender  
suspect counterfe it FRNs to the Secret Service . The man ual/hard copy SSF 1 604 (PDF)  shou Id be 
completed and submitted along with the suspect cou nterfe it FRNs to the Secret Service. A copy of the 
manual/hard copy SS F 1 604 should be reta ined by the su bmitting ent ity i n  accordance wi th  record 
procedu res set forth in the Record Prog rams Management Manua l .  

Police Department (PD) N I E  

I n  some instances, fie ld offices rece ive la rge volumes of N I E  counterfe it currency from local PDs 
represent ing years of evidence from a variety of cases. Due to the la rge vo l ume and l imited invest igative 
information ,  th is cu rrency ca lled PD N I E  is i nventoried on an SSF 1 544 , Cert ified I nventory of Evidence , 
and destroyed at the d iscret ion of the Special Agent  in Charge (SAIC) or a des ig nee . General ly , the notes 
are destroyed either immediately or  w ith in  30 days . This process accounts for the volume of counterfe it 
cu rrency without  overburden i ng  the office w ith processing and storing the la rge vo l ume.  

Richmond FRB Currency Technology Office (CTO) 

The CTO acts on behalf of the FRB and is  respons ib le  for the fo llowing programs that requ ire counterfe it 
FRNs for test ing and t ra in ing throug hout the Federal Reserve System:  

• The Vendor Outreach Prog ram allows Ban knote Eq u ipment Man ufactu rers (BEMs) to use genu ine  
and cou nterfe it FRNs in  test decks to test the  accuracy of  the i r  mach ines and eq u ipment .  
Freq uently , BEM's trave l to CTO in  Rich mond , VA to u t il ize the test decks to test the i r  systems .  I f  
the i r  eq u ipment is  too large and not  transportab le ,  CTO representatives trave l w ith the test decks 
to the BEM's location .  When t ravel is req u i red , the CTO coord inates w ith C I D  to schedu le  
t ransport o f  t he  test decks . C I D  not ifies affected field offices of  t h  is event and provides contact 
names and information if issues arise. 

• The Cash Operator Tra in ing Program mainta ins notebooks of counterfe it FRNs that are used d uring 
t ra in ing and to periodica lly test operators 

CTO's Test Decks 

Test decks of cou nterfe it FRNs are su ppl ied by C I D  to Federal Reserve Branches th rough the CTO The 
C I D  Cou nterfe it Branch obta ins sample counterfe it FRNs from inventory marked for destruction ,  N I E , or  
closed cases whenever possible The cou nterfe it notes are se lected based on the i r  q ua l ity and quant ity 
in c i rculation and sent to CTO to be inventoried on SSF 1 544s CTO is authorized to hold the counterfe it 
FRNs for an indefin ite period . 

After the test decks have served their  purpose , CTO documents and destroys the cou nterfe it FRNs.  The 
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local Secret Service field office has a delegated authority to aud it test decks in FRB's possession If any 
d iscrepancies are noted , the Secret Service fie ld office is requ i red to not ify C I D  

I f  an F R B  notifies a Secret Service field office that an insuffic ient nu mber o f  counterfe it FRNs are being 
detected to accommodate the test ing proced ure, or  that there is a need for add itional  counterfe it FRNs for 
use in the test ing proced ure, the field office should contact the Cl D Gou nterfe it Branch for inst ructions 

Secret Service field offices are not authorized to provide counterfeit FRN sam ples to outside 
vendors for testing purposes. Deviations are not permitted un less approved by C ID. 

Transport ing Contraband for I nvestigative Pu rposes 

The U .S .  Customs and Border  Protection (CBP) has deve loped the g u ide l i nes for importing or  exporting 
contraband and control led substances, to inc lude counterfe it FRNs ,  in  or  out of the Un ited States for law 
enforcement purposes. Th is i nvestigat ive tech nique is common ly referred to as a "control led importation , "  
"pass throug h , "  or  a "control led de l ivery" that t rans its t he  border. These gu idel ines are in tended to 
min imize potent ia lly dangerous si tuat ions resu lt i ng from customs person ne l  encou nter ing u ndercover 
officers or operat ives of other agencies, and to en hance coord ination and accountab il ity for contraband 
cross ing the borders of the Un ited States. 

The follow ing proced ures wi l l  be followed when requ esting a "pass throug h . "  

T h e  Secret Service fie ld office SAIC ,  or  a designee ,  s hould not ify in  writing the C B P  Spec ia l  Agent i n  Charge 
(SAC) w ith ju r isd iction over the spec ific Port of Entry , 48 hours in  advance of the "pass th rough . "  Th is 
written request must i nclude the follow ing 

• Date and time of ant ic ipated operation ;  

• Port of Ent ry for the arriva l or departu re ; 

• Secret Service case n umber; 

• Name and contact information of case agent and supervisor; 

• Processing instructions for CBP personnel ;  

• Type and quant ity of contraband in quest ion ,  and 

• Identifi cation of conveyance ( i .e . ,  a i rcraft ta i l  n umber ,  veh ic le  l icense n umber and reg istrat ion 
number ,  marit ime vessel name and reg istry, conta iner  n umber, method of concealment, etc . ) .  

U nder  exigent c i rcumstances, the procedu re outl ined above , i nclud ing t he  48-hou r  notifi cation req u i rement ,  
may be waived by the CBP SAC. In these s ituations,  a written operat iona l  p lan conta in ing the above 
information must be su bmitted to the CBP SAC with in  two bus iness days of the "pass th rough . "  

Identificat ion and Documentat ion of Counterfe it FRNs 
in  F ie ld Offices 

Suspect counterfe it FRNs shou Id be recorded in  F I  RS/CT A, to inc lude a description of the note ,  printing 
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method(s ) ,  character ist ics of the paper ,  other ban knote character ist ics (e .g . ,  secu rity features), suspected 
association w ith other  notes , and investigat ive action taken .  Personnel hand l ing suspect cou nterfe it FRNs 
shou Id attempt to preserve the notes for c lass ificat ion and fingerpr int examinatio n _  

Marki ng of Cou nterfe it FRNs 

All counterfe it items, except co ins ,  s hould b e  un iquely marked for ident ificat ion .  Mark ings shou ld not be 
made in  the image area of a suspect cou nterfe it FRN .  White correct ion tape or  fluid should not be used 
on any part of the cou nterfe it FRN . The "cou nterfe it" classifi cation shou ld not be stamped or  written on in 
any part of the counterfe it FRN . Mark ings shal l be l imited to the u pper righ t  marg in  on the back of the 
notes .  Large quant it ies of notes g iven the same c lass ifi cation may be bundled together and marked w ith 
the i r  c lass ificat ion along w ith a cou nt of the total n umber of notes in  the bundle 

Note : Coins shou Id never be marked to avo id the poss ib i l ity of damag ing a genu ine  coin Any necessary 
markings should be made on the prox imal conta iner  (p last ic bag or sleeve) hold ing the coin 

Marki ng of IE Cou nterfe it FRN s 

Reference shou Id be made to I nvestigative Manual  sect ion I NV-1 3(02) ,  I nventory of Evidence . 

Gen u ine FRN s 

If a suspect cou nterfe it FRN is determined to be genu i ne ,  the genu ine  c lass ificat ion shou ld be noted on the 
electron i c  su bmission form or  man ual/hard copy SSF 1 604 and the SSF 1 544, if appl icab le .  The genu ine 
FRN wi l l  be retu rned to the sender wi th  a report referenc ing the u n ique nu mbers ass ig ned to the genu ine 
notes, or  i n  the case of a man ua l  SSF 1 604 , a copy of the SSF 1 604 and a SSF 1 605 ,  Genu ine  Note 
Receipt .  The SSF 1 605 serves as a t ransmittal form or  cover sheet when the Secret Service returns 
genu ine  FRN to a financ ia l  inst i tut ion or  merchant of orig i n .  The genu ine  FRN should be affixed to the 
report or  the SS F 1 605 and the correspond ing SSF 1 604 shou Id be attached . 

F ie ld offices sha l l  retu rn these genu ine  FRNs via t racked carrie r  or cert ified mail w ith a retu rn rece ipt .  

Rap id Pri nt N um bers 

Each fie ld office shou ld have an ass ig ned RPN n umbering machine .  The RPN ,  composed of n ine d ig its, 
ident ifies the office, the fiscal year, and the un i que  sequent ia l  n umber. 

Example :  1 1 5 7 00234 ( in  CTA, th is RPN wil l  be d is played as 20 1 7 1 1 57000234) 

20 1 7 - the fiscal year  when the FRN was rece ived 
1 1 5 - the office three-d ig it code 
7 - last digit of the fiscal year when the FRN was rece ived 
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This pract ice is to be discont in ued effect ive January 1 ,  2022. Field offices are no longer requ i red to assig n 
RPNs as N I E  counterfe it FRNs are rece ived at CCPF.  

Cou nterfe it Specimen N otes 

N I E  cou nterfe it FRNs submitted as specimen notes shou ld be marked with the New Counterfe it (NC) 
nu mber or  C i rcular n umber and inventoried us ing an SS F 1 544 . 

N I E  submitted as addit iona l  specimen notes shou ld be marked w ith an RPN number ,  or batch n umber and 
l i ne- item n umber, and inventoried using an SS F 1 544 Alternative ly ,  e ither the add itiona l  specimen notes 
or  the outermost package conta in ing the notes should be marked w ith the SSF 1 544 ser ia l  n umber. 

Reference shou ld be made to I nvestigative Manua l  sect ion I NV-1 3(02) .  

N ew Cou nterfeit N otes 

I f  a counterfe it FRN is not of record in  CTA, the contro l l i ng  field office shou ld determine if the note req u i res 
the assign ment of a New Counterfe it (NC) number .  Al l  counterfe it FRNs wh ich have any port ion pr inted 
us ing a t rad itiona l  printing process ( i .e  , offset , i n tag l io , typog raphy, screen ,  thermography, or  gravu re) must 
be assig ned an NC number ,  un less they are a l ready of record in CTA Dig ital ly printed counterfe it FRNs 
of exceptional  q ua l ity or  vo lume may be assig ned an NC n umber at the d iscretion of the contro l l i ng  fie ld 
office. 

The NC nu mber is a n ine-digit n umber ,  where the fi rst fou r  d ig its denote the fiscal year, and the last five 
d ig its denote the sequent ia l  order  in wh ich the nu mbers were assig ned by CT A. 

If a New Cou nterfe it Note appears in la rge vo l umes , with u nusua l  character ist i cs , where suspects are 
ident ified , or where there is apparent associat ion to other  known or suspected cou nterfe it FRNs,  the field 
office shou ld not ify C I D  and include the fo l lowing information :  

1 .  N C  n umber; 
2 . Pattern of appearance in  large vo lumes; 
3 .  Un usua l  characteristics ; 
4 .  Suspects identified ; and 
5 .  Known or  suspected assoc iat ion to other counterfe it FRNs .  

Circular or Class ification N u mbers 

C ircular nu mbers refer to the classificat ion nu mbers assigned to cou nterfe it notes after being processed by 
Secret Service employees Th is circu lar  n umber may associate the counterfe it FRN with other  known 
counterfeits of record with the Secret Service , represent a previously u n identified cou nterfe it or  represent 
a generic  n umber g iven to counterfe it notes that appear in  low vo lume . When a suspect counterfe it FRN 
is not of record with the Secret Service, an NC  n umber is estab l ished and forwarded to C I D's Counterfe it 
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C and D c i rcular n umbers are establ ished by C I D's  Cou nterfe it Forens ic  and Cu rrency Development 
Sect ion based on the front plate, back p late and Treasu ry seal images and their reprod uc ib le  defects, not 
based on the note 's identifiers The c i rcular nu mber assigned to the counterfe it FRN a lso he lps to ident ify 
the nature of the counterfe it note as follows 

• C or D c i rcular n umbers on a counterfe it FRN may be fu rther  defined w ith a Parent Note (PN), for 
example C-23456 ,  PN- 1 2345 . 

• Once the in i t ia l  C ,  D and PN nu mbers have been establ ished in the F I RS/CTA system,  they' re 
ava i lable for use by Secret Service field offi ces as they encounter  and process addit iona l  suspect 
counterfe it FRNs. 

Other  circu lar  or  classifi cation n umbers include PRJT nu mbers. The assig nment of a P ,  R ,  J ,  or  T n umber 
is dependent on the style of the note,  the method of prod uct ion and the denominat ion it represents .  

Cou nterfe it Invest igations 

Criminal  i nvestigat ions a n d  investigative i nqu i ries (ru nouts) must b e  docu mented us ing F I RS. 

Obta in i ng C FT FRNs from CCPF 

F i e  Id offices requ i ri ng s a mp I es of co u n te rfe it F RNs far pros ecu t ion s ho u Id requ est them from CC PF .  
Samples are not requ i red t o  i n itiate invest igations ,  as a l l  re levant i nformation regarding cou nterfe it FRNs is 
stored in CT A 

Ru nout I nvestigations 

I nvest igative inqu i ries (runouts) orig inate from leads provided by law enforcement ,  financ ia l  inst itut ions,  and 
merchants ,  or  from C I D .  Runouts should be documented in  F IRS/F I i  unt i l  it is determined that a cr iminal  
i nvestigat ion should be establ ished in  F I RS/ I BR. 

Crim i nal I nvest igations 

Criminal  i nvestigat ions shou ld b e  docu mented in  F I RS/I BR.  
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F ie ld offices shou Id use an SSF 1 590 , Receipt for Contraband ,  as a rece ipt for suspect counterfe it FRNs 
su rrendered by ent ities or  ind ivid uals other than law enforcement agencies, fi nancial institutions ,  and 
merchants .  The SSF 1 590 shou ld not  be used for se ized suspect cou nterfe it FRNs.  The orig ina l  s hould 
be provided to the ind ivid ua l  su rrendering suspect counterfe it FRNs and the dup l icate shou ld be kept w ith 
the suspect cou nterfe it FRNs at the fie ld offi ce . I f  the suspect cou nterfe it FRN is inventoried as IE (SSF 
1 544 ) ,  the SSF 1 590 should remain w ith the suspect counterfe it FRN to document  the receipt and chain of 
custody. 

Analys is  of N otes 

On ly items that purport to have been issued by the U .S .  Government are to be su bmitted to C I D  for analys is .  
Req uests for ana lysis shou Id be su bmitted to CFS.  Completion of the SSF 3 1 1 SC FS ,  Cou nterfe it Forensic 
and Cu rrency Development Section (CFS) Request for Laboratory Service , is req u i red for al l  C I D-related 
forens ic requests. The evidence and affi l i ated SSF 1 544s shou Id accompany the SSF 3 1 1 5CFS upon 
su bmission to C I D-CFS. 

The requested examinat ions wi l l  be conducted by a qua l ified Document Analyst. U pon complet ion of the 
req uested examinations ,  the CFS wi l l  return a l l  su bmitted evidence , affi l i ated SSF 1 544s , and a forens ic 
report to the submitter. 

Any other  items, such as cred it cards ,  trave lers '  checks, driver's l icenses , not pu rported ly issued by the 
U .S .  Govern ment are to be forwarded to the Forens ic  Services D ivis ion (FSD) for analys is .  Reference 
shou ld be made to I nvestigat ive Manual chapter I NV-1 3 ,  Evidence 

Testi mony 

Special agents have the ed ucation necessary to  provide test imony on the  authenticity of  U .S .  ban knotes. 
CFS can be requested to provide test imony on the ana lysis cond ucted by the sect ion .  For CFS to testify 
in a case , the evidence must have been su bmitted and ana lyzed by CFS .  The sect ion issues forensic 
reports to describe the ana lyses conducted and results obta ined . 

Notifi cation of u pcoming test imony should be made to the Document Ana lyst and the CFS supervisor. A 
subpoena shal l  be provided to the Document Analyst, as well as any relevant  court related information .  

Requests for Deviation from th is Pol icy 

Authorizat ion for deviation from th is  po l icy must be received from the SAIC of C I D  or a designee .  

Quest ions regard ing th is  po l icy may be d i rected to C ID .  
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Per 1 8  Un ited States Code (U .S .C . )  § 8, "The term 'ob l igat ion or other  secu rity of the Un ited States' i ncludes 
a l l  bonds ,  cert ificates of i ndebtedness ,  nat iona l  bank currency, Federa l  Reserve notes,  Federa l  Reserve 
banknotes ,  cou pons ,  Un ited States notes ,  Treasury notes ,  go ld certifi cates , s i lver cert ificates ,  fractional  
notes ,  cert ifi cates of depos it ,  b i l ls ,  checks , or  d rafts for money, d rawn by or  upon authorized officers of the 
Un ited States ,  stamps and other  representatives of va l ue ,  of whatever denominat ion ,  issued u nder  any Act 
of Cong ress , and cance led Un ited States stamps."  

To identify an instru ment as an obl igation or  security of the Un ited States w ith in  the l imits of 1 8  U S C. § 8 ,  
t h e  ob l igat ion or  secu rity shou ld meet two criter ia :  

F i rst :  The obl igation or  security must be d rawn by or  u pon an authorized officer of the Un ited 
States or  issued u nder  an Act of Cong ress , and ; 

Second :  The obl igation or security must be one wh ich the Un ited States is d i rect ly responsible 
for ,  not merely g uaranteed by the Un ited States .  

The two criter ia have sign ificance relat ive to the determinat ion o f  instru ments issued by Govern ment 
Sponsored Enterprises (GSE). GSEs are Government sponsored private organ izat ions or  corporations 
whose loans and pu blic outlays may be backed by the Federa l  Government th rough a g uarantee,  but do 
not represent a d i rect ob l igat ion of the Un ited States. 

The F inancial I nstitutions Reform, Recovery, and Enforcement Act of 1 989 , Pub l ic Law No .  1 0 1 -73 ,  section 
1 404, Aug . 9, 1 989 ,  1 03 Stat. 1 87 ( 1 2  U . S .C.  1 8 1 1  note) ,  defines GSEs as the fo l lowing : 

" (A) The Federa l  Nationa l  Mortgage Association ,  the Federa l  Home Loan Mortgage Corporation ,  the 
Federa l  Home Loan System,  the Farm Cred it Ban ks, the Ban ks for Cooperatives ,  the Federa l  Agricu ltu re 
Mortgage Corporation ,  the Student Loan Marketing Association ,  the Col lege Construction Loan I n su rance 
Associat io n ,  and any of their  affi l i ated or member institutions ,  and 

"(B) any other government-sponsored enterpr ise , as desig nated by the Secretary [of the Treasury] " 

Changes with in  the monetary system make it impossible to provide a complete l ist of a l l  ob l igat ions of the 
Un ited States 

The fo l lowing is a l ist of the obl igations or  secu rities of the Un ited States wh ich are most often dealt with by 
the U .S .  Secret Service (Secret Service) :  

• Federa l  Reserve Notes , 
• Gold Certifi cates ; 
• Nationa l  Currency; 
• S i lver Certifi cates , 
• Treasu ry B i l ls ;  



Manual: I nvestigative 
RO: CID 

• Treasu ry Bonds ,  
• Treasu ry Notes; 
• Un ited States Coins ; 
• Un ited States Notes ;  and 
• Un ited States Savings Bonds. 
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Numerous other  items fa l l  w ith in  the defin it ion of an obl igat ion or secu rity of the Un ited States, and the 
j u risd ict iona l  responsibi l it i es of the Secret Service inc lude a l l  such  obl igations or  secu rities .  

I f  a quest ion ar ises as to whether a particular item is  an obl igation o f  t he  Un ited States 

1 .  Confer  with the local U .S Attorney's Office (USAO) .  

2 .  Confer  w ith the Crimina l  I nvestigat ive Divis ion (C I D) ,  req uesting a determination th rough the 
Office of the Ch ief Cou nsel (LEG) and the U S Department of J ust ice 

Manufacture of Paper S im i lar  to D ist inctive Paper 

The paper used i n  the manufacture of genu ine  Un ited States ob l igat ions i s  spec ifically covered by statute 
1 8  U .S .C .  § 4 74A, Deterrents to cou nterfe it ing of obligations and secu rities ,  reads in  part 

"Whoever has in h i s  control or possession ,  after a d istinctive paper has been adopted by the Secretary of 
the Treasu ry for the obl igations and other  securit ies of the Un ited States, any s imilar paper adapted to the 
making of any such ob l igat ion or  other  security, except under  the authority of the Secretary of the Treasu ry, 
is g u i lty of a class B fe lony." " . . .  the term 'd istinctive paper' i ncludes any d is t inctive medium of wh ich 
cu rrency is  made ,  whether  of wood pu lp ,  rag , plast ic substrate , or  other  natu ral or  art ificial fibers or  
materials . . .  " 

Paper that closely resembles genu ine  d is t inctive paper, specifical ly with respect to the appearance of fine 
red and b lue l ines or  fibers s imilar to those wh ich appear i n  genu ine  currency paper, may violate Federal 
law.  

Reference shou ld be made to I nvestigat ive Manua l  section C I D-04, Prod uct ion and Features of Genu ine 
U .S .  Currenc ies 

I n  matters i nvolv ing paper that resembles genu ine  d ist inctive paper, the USAO in the J u risd ict iona l  area 
shou ld be consulted . Every effort should be made to obta in  vo lu ntary discont in uance of the man ufacture 
of the s imilar paper 

No se izure of any paper shal l be made from a reputable manufacturer, nor  any reference made to the 
poss ib i l ity of prosecution ,  except after consu ltat ion with the appropriate USAO, C I D ,  and LEG 
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The Secret Service defines an i l lega l  reprod uct ion as any eng ravi ng ,  photog raph ,  pr in t ,  or impression in the 
l i keness of a genu ine  ob i  igation of the Un ited States or  of a fore ign govern ment made without the authority 
of a proper officer of the Un ited States or  of the fore ign govern ment 

I l lega l  reprod uct ions are those that do not conform to the specifications set forth i n  31 Code of Federa l  
Reg u lations (C F R ) §  4 1 1 1 ,  Co lor  i l l ust rations authorized and 1 8  U .S .C .  § 504. Printing and fi lm ing of 
Un ited States and fore ign ob l igat ions and securit ies 

Secret Service investigat ions concerning i l legal reprod uctions are conducted pu rsuant  to 1 8  U .S .C .  § 3056 
and vio lat ions l isted in  1 8  U .S .C .  § 474, P lates, stones ,  or  ana log , d ig ita l ,  or  electron i c  images for 
counterfe iting ob l igat ions or securi t ies ;  § 475, I m itat i ng ob l igat ions or securi t ies ;  advertisements; and § 48 1 , 
P lates, stones,  or ana log , digi tal ,  or e lectronic images for cou nterfe i t ing fore ign ob l igat ions or securi t ies .  

Cu rrency and Other O bl igations 

Secret Service personne l  examin i ng  banknotes should make an ind ivid ua l ized , fact-based determination 
that spec ific banknotes are cou nterfe it d ue  to s imi l itude in  featu res ,  s ize, if printed on both s ides ,  and if 
i n tended to dece ive an ind ivid ua l  of ord inary observation .  

I f  the specifi c ban knotes in  quest ion meet the defin it ion o f  counterfe it reprod uct ion o f  genu ine  currency, 
they are subject to forfe i ture pursuant to 1 8  U .S .  C .  § 492 ,  Forfe itu re of cou nterfe it parapherna l ia .  They 
are not subject to admin istrative forfe itu re . 

Add itiona l ly, counterfe it currency is considered per se contraband , mean i ng  that it is intrins ica l ly i l lega l  i n  
character. 

Advertisements 

Currency and  other  ob l igat ions can  appear i n  commercial advert isements , provided they conform to the 
terms of 31 C .  F .  R .  § 4 1 1 . 1 and 1 8 U .S .  C .  § 504. 

Photograph ic Reproductions 

Photog raph ic reprod uct ions i nc l ude nearly d up l i cate images o f  currency that cou ld b e  produced throug h 
photograph ic  means.  On l i ne or e lectron ic reprod uct ions are not lega l  reprod uct ions of cu rrency if these 
reprod uct ions are used or  intended to be used for the production of cou nterfe it currency 

3 



Manual: I nvestigative 
RO: CID 

Other L i kenesses 

Section: C ID--03 
Dale: 03/2312022 

other  likenesses include all art is t ic  rendit ions ,  regard less of the means used to prod uce the image ,  which 
vary from almost perfect duplicat ions to those deemed to be not i n  similitude to obligat ions. 

LEG may provide g uidance concerning these images ;  however, the gu idance is not furn ished to members 
of the general public. 

Other I mages 

Although the following are not tech nically reproductions of obligat ions,  they are presented in this section to 
clarify Secret Service policy. 

Seals of the President, Vice President,  and the G reat Seal of the U n ited States 

Reprod uctions of these seals are controlled by 1 8  U.S. C. § 7 1 3 ,  Use of likenesses of the g real seal of the 
U nited Sta !es, I he sea Is of the President and Vice President ,  I he sea I of the U nited Sta !es Sen ate, the sea I 
of the United States House of Representatives, and the seal of the U nited States Cong ress , a statute with in 
the enforcement ju risdiction of the Federa l  Bureau of I nvestigation (FB I ). 

However, if the Great Seal of the U nited States (as depicted on a $ 1  Federa l  Reserve Note) were 
reprod uced on items in similitude of gen uine obligations ,  then this activity would fall within the purview of 
the Secret Service. 

Secret Serv ice Star, Badge, I ns ign ia ,  and Sea l 

The reproduction of the Secret Service Star, badge ,  and the l ike are protected th rough 1 8  U S.C. § 506, 
Seals of departments or  agencies and th rough § 70 1 ,  I nsig nia. Fu rt her, unauthorized use of the Secret 
Service or  U niformed Divisions names may also be prosecuted under  1 8  U.S. C. § 709 , False advertising 
or misuse of names to indicate Federa l  agency. 

The Office of Commu nication and Media Re lations (C MR) has the authority to approve man ufactu ring of 
Secret Service insignia and the like as well as to authorize the use of agency names and acronyms. 

C I D  will coordinate a ll investigations concerning the misuse of Secret Service insignia desig ns. Specia l 
attention will be directed towards those cases invo lving potential fraud u lent  impersonations. 

Authorized Reproduct ions 

C o  lo r and/or size restrictions can b e  waived far certain authorized rep rod u c t  ions. As set fa rt h i n  1 8  U.S. C. 
§ 504(2) ,  the procedu res and requirements be low ensu re that that the legitimate use of certain 
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reprod uct ions is not u nd uly restricted . Spec ifica lly, au thorized reprod uct ions and enlargements can be used 
by other Govern ment agenc ies ,  banks ,  financ ia l  institutions ,  members of estab l ished stock exchanges ,  or  
others who ,  i n  the ord inary cou rse of bus iness ,  hand le  secu rities ,  checks , and warrants of the Un ited States .  
Authorized reproductions and en la rgements can also be used for law enforcement purposes by the Secret 
Service and other  law enforcement agencies. The authorization processes be low apply to "the 
reprod uct ion of i l l ustrat ions of obl igations or  other  securit ies by or  throug h e lectronic methods used for the 
acqu is ition ,  record i ng ,  retr ieva l ,  t ransmiss ion ,  or  reprod uct ion of any ob l igat ion or  other  secu rity . . .  " 1 8  
U .S .C .  § 504(2) .  

Requests by Other Agencies 

Special agents in  charge (SAICs) ,  or  the i r  des ig nees,  may authorize the reprod uct ion of cu rrency and other  
ob l igat ions and securit ies of the Un ited States for law enforcement pu rposes (e .g , record ing flash rol ls and 
ransom mon ies) .  The req uesting agency must  make the req uest in  writ ing via a memorandum or  a 
business emai l  and must c ite the intent of the reprod uctions and the du ration of need . 

Permission ,  if granted , must also be in writing via a memorandum or a bus iness ema i l ,  and must advise the 
req uesting agency that the reproductions must be destroyed after serving the pu rpose for wh ich they are 
be ing prod uced . Reprod uct ions must be b lack and wh ite office mach ine cop ies prod uced for record 
keep ing purposes on ly. Offset ,  co lor copies, or inkjet manufactured notes are not al lowed . 

For the purpose of th is pol icy, e lectron ical ly stored images are not considered reproductions .  

C i rcumstances may, i n  except iona l  cases , permit s imu ltaneous or  after-the-fact not ification of the 
reprod uct ion of cu rrency .  

Whenever it comes to the attent ion of Secret Service personne l  that an authorizat ion is  be ing abused , the 
authorization shou ld immediately be rescinded in  writi ng ,  and the reprod uct ions se ized and destroyed 

Offices must maintain al l  correspondence on th is s ubject i n  offi ce Admin i st rat ive Files in  accordance w ith 
procedu res set for i n  the Record Programs Management Manual. 

I nternal U .S. Secret Serv ice Use 

Secret Service person ne l  have b lanket permiss ion to reprod uce cu rrency in  b lack and wh ite on office 
mach ine cop iers ,  provided the reprod uct ions are req u i red for offi c ia l  bus iness .  Formal documentation is 
not req u i red . 

Prints or E n largements of I maged Records 

SAICs , or  their  des ig nees,  may authorize the production of pr ints or  en largements from imaged records for 
law enforcement pu rposes , and for ban ks, financ ia l  i nst itu t ions ,  members of estab l ished stock exchanges , 
or others who ,  in the ord inary cou rse of business,  handle secu rities ,  checks , and warrants of the Un ited 
States .  The req uesting entity must make the request in  writ i ng via a memorandum or  a business emai l  and 
must c ite the intent of the reprod uct ions and the du ration of need . 
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Permission ,  if granted , must also be in writing via a memorandum or a bus iness ema i l ,  and must advise the 
req uesting ent ity that the prints or  enlargements must  be destroyed immed iately after serving the purpose 
for wh ich they are be ing produced . Any requests that deviate from the establ ished po l icy should be 
referred to Cl D prior to g rant ing authorizat ion .  

Offices must mainta in al l  correspondence on th is subject with in  t h e  appropriate offi ce Admin istrative F i les 
in accordance with proced ures set forth in the Record Prog rams Management Manual. 

U .S .  Sav ings  Bonds 

As set forth in  31 C . F  R. § 405. 1 ,  reproductions of U S. Savings Bonds may be in  color ,  provided the s ize 
restr ict ions contained in  1 8  U S.C.  § 504 are met and that these co lor reproductions are used for pu bl ic ity 
pu rposes in connection w ith the campaign for the sa le  of such bonds 

Authority to Confiscate U .S .  Ob l igations 

T h e  authority t o  confiscate counterfe it ob l igat ions by t h e  Secret Service , or  to su rrender  t o  t h e  Secret 
Service is derived from 1 8  U .S .C .  § 492. Th is authority further extends to other  law enforcement agencies. 

Ban k, Posta l ,  and Dis bu rs ing  Officer Authority to Confiscate 

Per 3 1  C F R. § 403 1 ,  "Authority is hereby g iven to all banks and ban king institutions of any nature 
whatsoever organ ized u nder  genera l  or spec ia l  Federa l  or State statu tes , to a l l  U .S Post Offices ,  to a l l  
d isburs ing officers of the Un ited States and their  agents , to take possess ion of and de l iver to Treasu ry 
I h roug h I he Secret Service a 1 1 /  co u nte rfe it o bl ig atio n s and other  s ecu ritie s and coins of I he Un ited States or  
of any foreig n Government wh ich shal l  be presented at their  places of bus iness " 

Merchant Authority to Confiscate 

At the req uest of the Secret Service , merchants may confiscate counterfe it obl igations and contact the 
nearest Secret Service offi ce for surrendering . 

Assessment and Investigation 

Docu menti ng Assessments and I nvest igat ions 

Reprod uct ions should be  recorded in  the F ield I nvest igative Report i ng  System (F IRS)  Cou nterfe it Tracking 
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Application (CTA). Additiona lly, reprod uctions should be checked throug h F I RS/CTA to verify that the 
notes are not associated with known cou nterfeit notes. If an association is made ,  the C I D  Counterfeit 
Branch should be notified. 

I nvestigations should be documented in F IRS I n cident  Based Reporting ( I BR). 

Headquarters 

Headquarters reg u larly receives inqu iries about reprod uctions. CMR fu rnishes the public with general 
background material and refers specific proposals of reproduced obligatio ns to LEG for review. 

Concerning specific proposals of reproduced obligations ,  LEG replies to persons seeking g uidance by 
sending standard letters , which cite the applicable Federal statutes. The letters do not furnish the general 
pu blic with advisory opinions regarding whether or not a reprod uced obligation is vio lative. I nstead , the 
individuals receiving the letters must review the law and act accordingly. 

I f  LEG views a reproduction to be violative , g uidance is furnished only to C I D. Subsequently, C I D  refers 
only vio lative reprod uctions to the field for presentation to the USAO and subseq uent investigation. 

If LEG and C ID  assess a reproduced obligation to be non-violative, no investigat ion will be req uested 

F ie ld  

Secret Service personne l  should exercise caution and never make statements appearing to approve or  
endorse a desig n. I n quiries concerning reproduction should be addressed by referring the inq uiring party 
to 31 C. F.R. § 4 1 1 . 1  and 1 8  U.S.C. § 504 , § 474, § 475 and § 48 1 .  

Reprod uctions that have already been produced shou Id  b e  assessed t o  determine whether the reprod uction 
is in vio lation of the Federal statu te. 

Non-Violatio ns 

For obvious non-violat ions ,  reporting to C ID  or  a USAO is  not  req uired. Th is  can include notes that were 
not passed as counterfeit, or  notes designed in a man ner that obviously do not appear deceptive. 

Questio nable Vio lat ions 

Samples of q uestionable reproductions should be acqu i red fi rst for a formal determinat ion of lega l ity before 
the remaining stock is seized 

Original reprod uct ions should be fo iwarded to C ID  for determinat ion ,  while cop ies of the reproductions 
shou Id be reta i ned by contro lling office Un less othe iwise req uested by contro ll ing offi ce , orig i na I 
reprod uct ions w i ll be retained in C ID  
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If a reprod uct ion is deemed to be in vio lation of Federa l  statute, the contro l l i ng  office shou ld commence a 
crimina l  i nvest igation and seize remain ing stock in consu ltat ion with a USAO. 

Obvious Vio latio ns 

Reprod uct ions that  appear to be in  obvious vio lation of Federa l  statute shou ld be investigated in  
consu ltation wi th  a USAO Samples and ava i lable stock of reprod uct ions should be se ized s imu ltaneous ly .  

Reprod uct ions that have been passed on to the pub l ic w i l l  be considered to be obvious vio lations I f  the 
reprod uct ion was passed , the orig ina l  shou ld be forwarded to C I D ,  as described in  I nvestigat ive Manua l  
section I NV- 1 3(03 ) ,  Contro l and D isposit ion of Evidence.  

When practica l ,  offices should acqu ire two samp les of ind ividua l  i l lega l  reprod uct ions.  One sample shou ld 
be forwarded to C l  D, wh i le the second shou Id be reta ined by contro l l i ng  office . If an offi ce can on ly acqu ire 
one reproduction ,  the office shou ld forward the orig ina l  to C I D  and shou ld reta in  a copy. 

Quest ions regard ing th is po l icy may be d i rected to C ID .  
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PRODUCTION AND FEATURES OF 

GENUINE UNITED STATES CURRENCY 

Introduction 

This pol icy is an overview of the prod uct ion and featu res of the genu ine  U S cu rrency and should be 
used as a g u ide to ass ist in detecting and c lass ifying cou nterfe it U .S currency. 

Definit ions 

Bel l  in the Inkwell - A secu rity featu re on the 2004 style $1 00 that incorporates co lor sh ift i ng i n k. Ti lt ing 
the Federa l  Reserve Note (FRN)  wi l l  resu lt i n  the co lor-s hift i ng bel l  i n  the copper i n kwe l l  change from copper 
to g reen .  

Blanket - The rubber mat mou nted on an offset press; the image is transferred from the pr int  p late to the 
rubber  blan ket and then onto the substrate. 

C MYK - Process co lorants used in  combination for fu l l  co lor reprod uct ions. Cyan ( l ig ht b lue) ,  Magenta 
(p ink) ,  Yel low and Black .  

Counter - Large nu meral located in each of the fou r  corners of the face and back of a FRN which identify 
its denominat ion .  

Covert Secu rity Featu re - A secu rity feature that is h idden in  the FRN and is not intended to be made 
publ ic ;  used by the Federa l  Reserve Banks (FRBs)  for authent ication and by law enforcement for forens ic 
pu rposes 

Feathering - A characteristic of the intagl io print process seen as smal l  protrus ions of ink  around the edge 
of a printed image Feather ing is  u n ique in  each genu ine  U S banknote The Bureau of Engraving and 
Pr in t ing (BEP) refers to th is characteristic as "mash ing _ "  

Federal Reserve Bank Seal - B lack seal on the left s ide of the FRN .  

FW Indicator - A smal l  "FW' found next to the note pos it ion letter/front  p late # on 2004 sty le  notes ind icat ing 
the FRN was pr inted at the BEP's Fort Worth faci l i ty .  I f  the FRN does not  have an "FW' ind icator ,  it was 
printed in  Wash ington D . C .  Th is "FW' ind icator is not considered part o f  the identifie r  set .  

Halftone Offset - An imag ing process that breaks a sol id image in to an ordered series of dots. With 
respect to counterfe it currency, th is imag ing process is used in conju nct ion w ith the offset print process . 
The s ize of the dots is dependent u pan the darkness of the orig ina l  imag e and is used to create the i l l usio n 
of varying shades of g ray and color .  
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I nd irect Print Process - A process where the image is t ransferred to an in termed iate su rface for 
subseq uent transfer to the paper .  P lates are " rig ht-read ing . "  Offset is the most common example of an 
ind i rect print process. 

I n kjet - A dig ita I print process. The off ce machine system e mils d ro pie ts of wate r -so I u b I e i n kjet i n  ks onto 
the substrate. 

I n taglio - A ! rad itional  print process where the image is etched or engraved below the su rface of the printing 
plate. This is an example of a d i rect print process. 

Lathework - The in t ri cate pattern fou nd w ith in  the border  of an FRN . 

Lithography (Offset) - A  trad it iona l  print process where the image is rendered on a flat su rface p late, such  
as z inc  or  a l uminum ,  and t reated to reta in  i n k  wh ile the  non-image areas are  t reated to  repel i nk .  The 
image is  transferred from the printing p late onto an "offset" ru bber blan ket and then transferred onto the 
su bstrate. 

Microprint - Very small text printed on the FRN which is not eas ily v is ib le w ith an un-aided eye. 

Optica l ly Variable I nk  (OVI} - A  color sh ift ing secu rity i nk  that contains th in-fi lm interference fi lter p ig ments 
that prod uce an i ridescent reflect ion that changes color as the viewing ang le  changes The featu re is 
present on the face of the 1 996 sty le  and 2004 sty le  FRNs and is  genera l ly located in  the lower rig ht counter 
OVI may a lso be found in  the bel l  i n  the inkwell featu re on the 2004 style $ 1 00 .  Th is  is an overt security 
feature. 

Optica l ly Variab le Thread (3-D Ribbon) - The 2004 style $ 1 00 FRN is the on ly FRN to have a 3-D security 
r ibbon ,  also referred to as the Opt ical ly Variab le  Thread (OVT) incorporated in to the su bstrate d uring the 
papermaking process. I t  is a b lue vert i cal b lue micro-optics lens th read that incorporates mot ion and is 
visible on the face of the FRN . When the FRN is ti lted back and forth , the l iberty bel ls and " 1 00" icons 
move side to s ide .  When the FRN is  t i lted s ide  to s ide ,  the  icons move u p  and down .  

Overt Security Feature - A security feature made pu blic th at is vis i b I e or a ppa rent without requ i r ing spec i a I 
i n  stru me nta t ion .  

Plates/Printing Plates - A flat sheet of metal, common ly made of alum inum that contains an image to be 
printed . Pr in t ing p lates are used to t ransfer the image onto the substrate . 

Register - Graph ic arts term referr ing to the pos it ion of an image on a sheet , or the posit ion of one color in  
reference to another. 

Screen - A t rad itional  print process where a screen mater ia l  is used to t ransfer the image onto the desired 
su bstrate. Th is is an example of a d i rect print process. 

Security Fibers - Red and blue fibers, wh ich are imbedded in the paper du ring the paper mak ing process 
These fibers are morpholog ica lly u n ique and ident ifiab le  Security fibers are observed in  al l  sty les of U S. 
FRNs Th is  i s  an overt secu rity feature. 

Security Th read - Polyester th read , bear ing microtext and/or images, that is embedded in the paper du ring 
the paper  making process. An embedded secu rity thread is observed in  1 929 style ( 1 990 series and 
onward ) ,  as well as 1 996 style and 2004 style FRNs. Th is is an overt secu rity featu re . 

Sheet-fed Press - A press that prints on pre-cut sheets of paper inserted from stacks and fed one at a time 
throug h the press.  

Substrate - A  general term used for the object mater ia l  on wh ich pr in t ing is done ( i .e . ,  paper ,  polymer ,  etc . ) .  
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Toner - A d ig ita l pr int process that uses a dry, fi ne powder that is e lectrostat ical ly app l ied and then fused 
to substrate us ing heat and/or pressure .  

Traditional Printing Methods - Printing methods wh ich requ ire a printing p late and often do not rely on 
computer technology ( i .e . ,  offset l ithog raphy, screen printing , i n tag l io , typography, etc. ) .  

Treasury Seal - The g reen seal currently located on the righ t  s ide of the ban knote. Historical cu rrency 
may have Treasury sea ls of d ifferent co lors .  

Typography - A t rad itional  pr int  process where the image area is ra ised above the su rface of the printing 
plate. This is an example of a d i rect pr in t ing process. 

Waterma rk - A  local ized mod ificat ion of the structu re and opacity of a sheet of paper so that the pattern or  
des ign can be seen when l ig ht passes th rough the sheet from beh ind A watermark is  i ncorporated into 
the paper du ring the papermaking process Areas of g reater paper fiber concentration wi l l  cause the 
watermark to appear darker and areas of less paper fiber concentration wi l l  cause the watermark to appear 
l ighter than the su rrou nd ing paper Th is is an overt secu rity feature 

Web Press - A press that pr ints on paper fed from a con t i nuous rol l 

Distinctive U .S .  Currency Paper 

The paper used in the man ufacturing of genu ine  U S cu rrency is protected by statute. 1 8  Un ited States 
Code (U S C )  Section 474 , a l lows the Secretary of the Treasury to adopt a d istinct ive paper for the 
ob l igat ions of the Un ited States. Reference shou ld be to I nvestigative Manua l  sect ion CI D-03 ,  Un ited 
States Ob l igat ions and Authorit ies. 

The d is t inctive currency paper is produced accord ing to Govern ment specificat ions u nder  strict Govern ment 
contro l .  The man ufactu rer  is requ i red to keep a str ict account ing of the d is t inctive paper prod uced . Crane 
Currency of Dalton ,  Massachusetts, has been the pr imary suppl ier of U .S .  cu rrency paper s ince the late 
1 800s .  

Genu i ne  U . S .  cu rrency paper consists of 75% cotton and 25% l inen .  Secu rity features incorporated in to 
the paper du ring the papermak ing processes inc lude security fibers, secu rity threads ,  security watermarks, 
and an optically variab le  thread . 

Des ign 

The modern-size ban knote is 2 6 1  inches by 6 1 4  inch es The th ickness may vary s l igh t ly depending on 
the ink  and moistu re content  of  the paper. These d imensions were adopted in  1 928 to rep lace large-sized 
banknotes wh ich had been in  use for many years. 

By an Act of Cong ress on J uly 1 1 ,  1 862 , the Secretary of the Treasu ry was authorized to execute currency 
bank notes .  Since that t ime, bank notes of vary ing s ize and design have circu lated . The Un ited States 
Department  of the Treasury honors all ban knotes issued by the U S. Govern ment at the face value of the 
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banknote There are th ree main designs ,  or "Styles" of U .S .  currency in c i rculation .  De l ineation betwee n 
the d ifferent des igns/styles is important when assessing the secu rity featu res .  

The 1 929 Style ban knote is often referred to as the "small port ra it" ban knote. Th is ban knote des ig n has 
a smal l  port ra it on the face. Th is banknote des ig n conta ins no color backg rou nd and was approved i n  
1 929.  

1929 Styl e Des ign 

The 1 996 Style FRN i s  often referred to a s  the " la rge port ra it" ban knote. Th is  ban knote design has a large ,  
off-center portrait on t he  face. Th is des ig n contains no  color backg rou nd and was approved in  1 996 .  

--.- n&r-' 

1996 Sty le  Des ign � 1Gt 

The 2004 Style FRN is often referred to as the "large portrait with color" ban knote. Th is ban knote design 
has a la rge ,  off -center port rait on the face and conta ins a co lor backg rou nd on both sides . Th is design 
was approved in  2004 . 

J A 2 3 !1 56789 A 

2004 Sty l e  Des ign f (f)  
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A majority of a l l  genu ine  U .S .  currency in circu lat ion is in the form of FRNs. Per 1 2  U .S .C .  § 4 1 1 ,  "Federa l  
reserve notes , to be issued at the d i scret ion of the Board of Governors of the Federa l  Reserve System for 
the pu rpose of making advances to FRBs th rough the Federa l  Reserve agents as here inafter  set forth and 
for no other pu rpose ,  are authorized . The FRNs shal l  be obl igatio ns of the Un ited States and shal l  be 
rece ivable by all nationa l  and member banks and FRBs and for all taxes ,  customs , and other  publ ic  d ues 
They sha l l  be redeemed in  lawfu l money on demand at the Treasu ry Department of the Un ited States , in 
the city of Wash ington ,  D istr ict of Columbia ,  or  at any Federa l  Reserve Ban k . "  

Ban knotes in  denominations o f  $500 a n d  h ig her  have not been pr inted s ince 1 945 ,  and the issuance of 
these denominations was d i scontin ued in  1 969 .  FRNs are cu rrent ly issued in  denominatio ns of $ 1  , $2 ,  
$5 ,  $ 1 0 ,  $20, $50 , and $ 1 00 

Federal  Reserve Bank Notes 

U nl ike FRNs, Federa l  Reserve Bank Notes were not ob l igat ions of the Un ited States. These 1 929 Style 
banknotes were ob l igations of the specifi c FRB named on the front of the ban knote. These Federa l  
Reserve Bank Notes were issued in  denominat ions of $5 , $ 1  0 ,  $20 , $50 , and $ 1 00 .  The issuance of these 
banknotes was discont in ued in  1 935 

U n ited States N otes 

Un ited States Notes were issued in  denominat ions of $1 , $2,  $5, and $ 1 00 .  The issuance of these 
banknotes was discont in ued in  1 97 1  

Si lver Certificates 

Si lver Certifi cates were issued in  denominat ions of $ 1 , $5, and $1 0. The issuance of these 1 929 Style 
banknotes was discont in ued in  1 964 . 

Nat iona l  Cu rrency 

Nationa l  Cu rrency notes were issued in denominations of $5 , $ 1 0 ,  $20 , $50 , and $ 1 00 .  The issuance of  
these bank notes was discont in ued in  1 935 . 
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The 1 928 and 1 928A series Gold Certifi cates were issued in denominations of $ 1 , $5 ,  $ 1 0 ,  $20 , $50, $ 1  00 , 
$500,  $ 1 ,000 , and $5 ,000 The issuance of these 1 929 Sty le  banknotes was d i scontinued in 1 933 .  

The 1 934 series Gold Cert ificates were not  issued in to circu lat ion and were issued on ly to FRBs against 
credits establ ished with the Un ited States Department of the Treasu ry for issuance of FRNs .  1 934 series 
Gold Certifi cates were issued in  denominations of $1 00 , $ 1 ,000 , $ 1 0 ,000 , and $ 1 00 , 000 .  As of September 
30 ,  1 980 , per Federa l  Reserve Board of Governor's lega l  counse l ,  there are no 1 934 series $ 1 00 ,000 Gold 
Certifi cates left outstand ing _ 

Features 

" IN  GOD WE TRUST" 

The " I N  GOD WE TRUST' motto was first pr inted in  1 955 on $1 Si lver Certifi cates of 1 935G series and 
1 935H series I t  appears on a l l  genu ine  U .S .  ban knotes with 1 963B series or  later. 

Treasury Seal and Seria l  N u mber Color 

Federa l  Reserve Notes Green 

Federa l  Reserve Bank Notes Brown 
- - - - - - - - - - - -- --

Un ited States Notes Red 
- - - - - - - - - - - -- --

Si Iver Cert ificates B lue (Brown ,  Yel low VW\/1 1 issue) 

Nat iona l  Cu rrency Brown 

Gold Cert ificates Gold 

The 1 969 series FRNs featu red a redes ig ned Treasury seal  with an Eng l i sh  inscription rep lacing the Lat in  
vers ion .  The Eng l i sh  Treasury seal  appears on a l l  FRNs of the 1 969 series or  later. 
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DETECTION ,  HAN DLING ,  AN D 

EXAMINATION OF COINS AN D GOLD 

CERTIFICATES 

Authority 

1 8  Un ited States Code (U .S . C . )  § 3056 (b)(2) , Powers ,  authorit ies ,  and d uties of Un ited States Secret 
Service , the Secret Service reta ins the authority to detect and arrest those who vio late U .S .  law re lat ing to 
counterfe it coins.  

31 Code of Federa l  Regu lat ions (C FR) § 1 00 . 1 9 , D isposit ion of counterfe it notes and coins ,  assig ns Secret 
Service the respons ibi l ity for d  isposing of cou nterfe it co ins .  A spec ia l  agent of the Secret Service may take 
custody of counterfe it co ins and authorize destruction consistent with Secret Service pol ic ies and 
procedu res .  

A l l  genu ine  coins minted by the U .S .  M int are U S obl igations and reta in  their  face va l ue ,  regard less of  
when the coin was min ted , i ts  intrins ic  or  nu mismatic value .  

Suspected Counterfe it Co ins 

F ie ld  Exami nat ion of Suspected Cou nterfeit Coins 

Offices shou ld make an effort to examine suspect co ins in  the fie ld , and i f  necessary ,  i n  consu ltat ion with 
nu mismatists that are certified by the American Numismatic Associat ion (ANA). The C I D  Counterfe it 
Branch w i l l  ass ist the field by provid ing information on local reputable ind ivid ua ls u pon request .  

Examinat ions of suspect co ins should be made in  compar ison w ith a known genu ine  coin of l i ke issue ,  i f  
poss ib le .  Particu lar  attention shou ld be paid to the fie ld  area (blank  area conta in ing no letters or  image) 
and the area between the staffs of the lettering . These locations on cou nterfe it co ins frequent ly show ra ised 
areas or  imperfections In most cases the weight of the cou nterfe it co in  can be sign ificantly d ifferent  than 
the spec ificat ions of the genu ine  min ted vers ion .  

F ie ld offices may a lso rece ive i nqu i ries from state or  Federa l  law enforcement regarding suspected 
counterfe it co ins For example ,  U S. Customs and Border  Protect ion may contact a field office if it bel ieves 
it has se ized counterfe it coins at a U . S .  Port of Entry. I n  such  instances, offi ces shou ld contact the C ID 
Cou nterfe it Branch for gu idance .  

Secret Service employees shou ld never scratch in itia ls or  dates on any suspect co ins .  Suspected 
counterfe it coins shou ld be ind ivid ua l ly p laced in  conta iners or  enve lopes, wh ich shou ld be in i t ia led and 
dated . Fu rt her reference shou ld be made to I nvestigative Manua l  section I NV-1 3(03) ,  Contro l  and 
D isposit ion of Evidence . 
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I n  cases where an examinat ion in the fie ld is not conclus ive , suspect counterfe it co ins may be su bmitted to 
the Criminal  I nvestigative D ivis ion (C ID )  for examinat ion . Field offices shou ld contact the C I D  Counterfe it 
Branch and provide case facts prior to submitt i ng suspect coins for forens ic examinat ion Req uests for 
examination of suspect counterfe it co ins w i l l  be conside red by C I D  u nder  exten uat ing circu mstances , such 
as su ppression of coin cou nterfe i t ing p lants, u ndercover operations ,  or la rge nu mbers of suspect co ins .  

The SSF 3 1 1 SCFS, Counterfe it Forens ic and Currency Development Sect ion (CFS) Request for Laboratory 
Service , must be used when req uesting forensic examin at ion from C I D  CFS .  C I D  CFS wi l l  examine suspect 
co ins and/or send them for externa l  ana lys is .  Coins wi l l  be returned to the submitting offi ce with a forens ic 
report. Further reference shou Id be made to I nvestigative Manua l  section C I  0-1 8 ,  Cou nterfe it 
I nvest ig atio n s .  

U n ited States M i nt Examinat ion of Suspected Cou nterfe it Coi ns  

Forens ic  examinations o f  t ransactiona l  co ins may b e  referred to t h e  U . S .  M in t  i n  l imited circu mstances.  Per 
a Memorand um of Ag ree ment (effect ive August 9 ,  202 1 ) between the Un ited States Secret Service and the 
U .S .  M in t ,  the M in t  may render an authenticity determinat ion with respect to coins submitted throug h its 
uncu rrent  and muti lated exchange programs. 

F ie ld offices shou ld contact the C I D  Counterfe it Branch if they bel ieve an authent ic ity determinat ion is best 
rendered by the U .S .  M in t ,  or if they are asked to authent icate co ins su bmitted to the U .S .  Mint th roug h the 
uncu rrent  and muti lated exchange programs. 

H istorica l or  Numismatic Coins 

H istorical o r  nu mismat ic  coins are previously minted U .S .  co ins and have col lector va lue above the 
denominat ion of the co in  itself . Counterfe ited h istorical co ins are typ ica l ly considered a theft by decept ion 
and genera l ly i nvo lve vict ims who paid co l lector va lue for co ins they bel ieved to be genu ine and rare . Per 
1 8  U . S .  C. § 1 34 1  - Frauds and Swind les ,  these cases shou ld be invest igated as fraud cases , as they 
invo lve the h ig her  co l lector va lue than cou nterfe it cases. 

Bu l l ion  or  prec ious metal co ins are investment-grade co ins va lued by weig ht of the market va lue of the base 
metal u pon wh ich the U .S .  M in t  manufactured the co i n ,  wh ich is h igher than the denominatio n of co i n .  The 
U .S .  M in t  manufactu res such coins us ing s i lver, gold , p lat i num,  or  pal ladium. Cou nterfe ited bu l l ion  coins 
typ ica l ly i nvo lve vict ims who paid market va lue for products they bel ieved to be gen u ine .  Cou nterfe it bu l l ion  
co ins are typ ica l ly made with a substitute base metal wh ich does not have sign ificant va lue .  Counterfe it 
bu I l ion co ins are often prod uced with a very th i n  outer layer of the prec ious meta l ,  wh ich req u i res add itiona l  
test i ng to authenticate These cases shou ld be investigated as fraud cases ,  wh ich invo lve the h ig her  market 
va lue of the precious metal than cou nterfe it cases. 

At the d i scretion of a field office specia l  agent in  charge (SAIC)  or  their  designee ,  an investigat ion of 
h istor ical cou nterfe it U .S .  coins may best be referred to state, loca l ,  triba l ,  and territor ia l  (SL TT) law 
enforcement .  
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Despite extens ive q ua l ity contro l measures by the U .S .  M in t ,  m isstruck co ins may be issued erroneous ly. 
These coins are removed from c i rcu lation when d iscovered by the Federa l  Reserve Bank. However ,  
misst ruck co ins are not  inherently i l legal to possess. Moreover ,  misst ruck co ins may be va luable to 
co l lectors. If an examinat ion by the Federa l  Reserve Ban k  reveals that the co ins are ,  indeed , m isstruck, 
they are not subject to se izure . 

Altered Co ins 

Altered co ins are those that have been changed from their  or ig ina l  form. Alterat ions of genu ine  co ins with 
the in tent  to defraud is proh ib ited by law. Alterations made to increase the n umismatic va lue of a coin can 
often be considered counterfe it .  F ie ld offices should consu lt w ith the C I D  Cou nterfe it Branch if there are 
quest ions as to whether  altered coins are counterfe it. 

Muti lated Co ins 

Coins that have been severely damaged to the extent that their  va lue is q uestionab le ,  or a portion is partial ly 
or  completely miss ing are considered mut i lated 

Coins that are fraudu lently a ltered or  mut i lated may const itute a vio lation of 1 8  U S C. § 33 1 ,  Mut i lation ,  
d iminut ion ,  a n d  fa ls ifi cation o f  co ins ,  a n d  are subJect t o  seizu re T o  constitute a violat ion ,  the statute 
req u i res that intent to defraud is  i nvo lved . I f  the mut i lation or  a lterat ion of a coin i s  not made with fraudu lent  
in tent ,  there is no violat ion ,  and the coins are not subject to seizu re . M uti lated coins may also be cou nterfei t .  
Coins submitted to the U .S .  M in t  mut i lated exchange prog ram that are suspected to be counterfe it are 
authenticated by the U . S .  Mint .  The Secret Service may provide gu idance to the U .S .  M in t ,  upon req uest. 

Coin  Reproduct ions 

Reference shou ld be made to 1 5  U .S .C .  § 48 , Hobby Protect ion ,  wh ich states , "The manufacture i n  the 
Un ited States, or  the importation in to the Un ited States, for introduction into or  d istribut ion in  commerce, or  
the sa le  i n  commerce of any im itation n u  mis mat  i c i tem which is  not  pla in ly and permanently marked "copy" , 
is un l awfu l and is an unfa i r  or deceptive act or pract ice in commerce under  the Federa l  Trade Commission 
Act [ 1 5 U .S .C .  § 41 et seq . ] . " 
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DETECTION AN D HAN DLING OF 

COUNTERFEIT FEDERAL RESERVE 

NOTES 

Introduction 

This po l icy is an overview of U .S .  cu rrency cou nterfe iting and should be used as a gu ide to ass ist i n  
detect ing and classify ing cou nterfe it U .S .  currency .  Reference should a lso be made to I nvestigat ive Manua l  
section C I  D- 1 8 ,  Co u nte rfe i t  I nvest ig  atio n s 

Federa l  Reserve Notes 

Genu ine Federa l  Reserve Notes (FRN)  are Un ited States ob l igat ions ,  issued at the d i scret ion of  the Board 
of Governors of the Federa l  Reserve System,  rece ivab le  by a l l  nat iona l  and member banks and Federa l  
Reserve Banks and for a l l  taxes , customs , and other pub l ic d ues 

Exami nation of Suspect FRNs 

U pon rece ipt o f  a suspect note, the fo l low ing steps shou ld b e  taken to determine t h e  note 's authent ic ity: 

1 .  I f  ava i lable , obta in a genu ine  specimen banknote of the same des ig n style , denominat ion ,  and 
series year  for comparison .  

2 .  Examine the suspect note unde r  magn ificat ion and  various ang les o f  l ight .  

a .  D i rect l ig ht ,  a lso known as inc ident  l ight ,  can he lp  t o  ident ify print processes, visua l ize 
secu rity features, and examine print q ua l ity .  

b .  Ob l ique l ig ht ,  a lso known as s ide l ig hting , can he lp  to identify the th ick in tag l io ink ,  as we l l  
as visua l ize any d istu rbance in  the substrate (e .g  , rough paper  su rface due  to bleach ing of  
the su bstrate) .  

c Transmitted l ig ht a l lows for visua l ization of watermarks, the embedded security thread , and 
paper  type and texture 

3 D i rect the in i t ia l  examinat ion toward the overa l l  appearance of the note. Focus on the print 
processes used to prod uce the suspect note. Reference shou ld be made to I nvestigative 
Manua l  section C I D-04, Prod uction and Featu res of Un ited States Cu rrencies.  



Manual I nvestigative 
RO C I D  

4 .  Review t h e  secu rity featu res accord ing t o  t h e  next section .  

Section C ID-1 0 
Dale 311 1 12022 

Exam ination of Security Features Us ing the WORMS or 
WORMS-3D Acronym 

When attempting t o  determine i f  cu rrency i s  genu i ne ,  use t h e  acronym "WORMS" or  "WORMS-3D". For Large 
Portrait (a lso known as 1 996 style )  currency, use the acronym WORMS, for Large Portrait w ith Color (a lso known 
as 2004 style )  cu rrency, use the acronym WORMS-3D. Each letter represents a d ifferent secu rity featu re . 

W - Watermark 

The Large Portrait and Large Portrait w ith Color FRNs have a watermark on the rig ht s ide that is vis ible from either 
s ide when examined w ith transmitted l ig ht .  The watermark is the same image as the portra it .  The on ly exception 
is  the 2004 sty le  $5 FRN , where there is  a la rge "5" image on the righ t  and th ree "5" images on the left. 

0 - OVI (Opt ica l ly Variab le  I n k) 

The Large Portrait with Color FRNs have a co lor-sh ift ing i n k  in the lower rig ht corner that changes copper to green 
when the note is t i lted 45 degrees.  In  add ition ,  the $ 1 00 FRN has a co lor-sh ift ing image of a bel l  with in  the image 
of an inkwel l  The Large Port rait FRNs have a co lor-shift i ng ink  i n  the lower righ t  corner that sh ifts from g reen to 
black .  The $5 ,  $2, and $ 1  FRNs do not have color-sh ift ing i nk .  

R - Red and  B lue F ibers 

Al l  FRNs have sma l l  red and blue fibers embedded throug hout each note, wh ich can be seen with an u naided 
eye . Genu ine  fibers do not fiuoresce u nder  u ltraviolet (UV) energy. Counterfe it FRNs usua l ly e ither lack these 
fibers or  have pr inted or  hand-drawn simu lated fibers. F iber locations shou ld be considered when examin ing 
notes. Pr inted fibers may appear in the same locatio n in each note , whereas genu ine  red and blue fibers are 
randomly d ispersed th roughout  the FRN .  

M - Microprintinq 

Microprinting must be viewed u nder  mag n ifi cation .  The Large Portrait FRNs have microprinting in denominat ion 
spec ific locat ions with in  the intagl io ink.  The Large Portrait w ith Color FRNs have microprinting in  denominat ion 
spec ific locations with in  the offset and intagl io i n ks .  The Know Your  Money brochu re (a lso cal led Know US 
Currency in  fore ign lang uages) has spec ific information of  these locations 

S - Secu rity Th read 

Al l  genu ine  FRNs, except for the $1 and $2, have a c lear th read embedded vertical ly in  the paper. Th is th read 
includes the denominat ion of the note and is on ly v is ib le when examined w ith transmitted l ight .  Addit iona l ly ,  each 
denominat ion has a u n ique th read pos ition ,  and the th read fluoresces a d ifferent co lor when exposed to UV 
energy 

3D - 3D Ribbon 

The Large Portrait w ith Color $ 1 00 FRN has a vert i cal blue r ibbon wh ich is woven in to the paper .  This r ibbon has 
bi-d i rect iona l  movement .  When the note is ti lted back and fort h ,  the image moves left to righ t .  When the note is 
t i lted side to s ide ,  the r ibbon image moves up and down . 
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Review Identifiers 1 n  the Cou nterfeit Tracking Appl ication 
(CTA) 

As a means of attempting to ident ify whether a counterfe it FRN is of record w ith the Secret Service, the note's 
ident ifiers shou ld be searched in  the CTA database . This wil l determine if a note bear ing the same ident ifiers has 
previously been reported as a counterfe it .  Match ing a set of ident ifiers to a record in  CTA must be fo l lowed by a 
comparison of the defects and pr int  processes l isted in the techn ical  data sect ion for the match ing item.  When 
the ident ifiers, defects and pr int  processes match , the counterfe it note can be declared to be a match ing c i rcu lar . 
I f  the cou nterfe it note 's identifie rs are not fou nd in  CTA or  the defects and print ing processes do not match items 
in CT A, then the cou nterfe it is considered a new cou nterfe it .  

C ircu lar Numbered Notes 

A C i rcu lar Nu mber is a c lass ificat ion n umber assigned by the Crimina l  I nvestigative Divis ion (C ID)  Cou nterfe it 
Forens ic  and Cu rrency Development Section to a new cou nterfe it FRN based on the note 's  identifie rs ,  pr int  
process(es) ,  printing defects , and any existing re lationsh ips to other  known c i rcu lars of record Th is  nu mber is a 
sequent ia l ly generated n umber by CTA database ,  beg i nn ing w ith "C- , "  for t rad itiona l ly pr inted coun terfe it or "D-" 
for d ig ital ly pr inted counterfe it .  Each n umber is  on ly used once Circu larization is  the creation of a new counterfe it 
note record ,  th roug h the assig nment of a c i rcu lar n umber with in  CT A 

C I D  w i l l  examine a l l  New Cou nterfe it (NC) notes to determine whether they re late to counterfe it notes of record 
w ith the Secret Service If a cou nterfe it note is found to be man ufactu red by means of a trad it iona l  pr in t ing method 
or  is a high pass ing d ig ita l note, C I D  wil l examine the note to identify its un i que  character ist ics. Part of the 
class ifi cation examination w i l l  i nc lude an identifi cation of reprod uc ib le  print defects i n  the front  p late , back p late, 
and U .S .  Department of the Treasu ry (Treasury) seal images. C I D  wi l l  subsequent ly c i rcu lar ize the note by 
assign i ng  a C i rcu lar (C-) or  Dig ital (D-) nu mber to the note . The first c i rcu larized note of a g roup  of a l l ied notes is 
designated as the Parent  Note (PN) .  

C i rcu larized notes wi l l  be categorized as fo l lows: 

• New C i rcular - A  note un re lated to any cou nterfe it notes of record w ith the Secret Service. 

• Variation - A  note that has reproducible pr int  defects in common with the front  plate, back p late , 
and Treasu ry Seal images of a counterfe it note of record with the Secret Service , but in wh ich the 
ident ifiers d iffer from that  note of record Common print defects must  appear on a l l  th ree p late 
images for a note to be c lass ified as a variation .  Each new variation of a known C i rcu lar w i l l  be 
designated with an a lphabet ical suffix ( i  e . ,  23456 ,  23456A, 23456B) .  

• Al l ied Note - A note that has reprod uc ib le  print defects in common with one or two of the front 
plate, back plate, or  Treasu ry Seal images of a cou nterfe it note of record w ith the Secret Service . 
Th is note w i l l  be assig ned a designation that is fo l lowed by the parent  note (PN )  of the fami ly to 
wh ich it 's re lated . 

• l nvestigatively-Al l ied Note - A note derived from the same source as another  note but has no 
common reproducible print defects. C ID person ne l  may invest igative ly-al ly a note based on 
coord ination w ith the contro l l i ng  office . 
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An a ltered note is any genu ine  FRN which has been changed from its orig ina l  form with in tent  to defraud .  Altered 
notes inc lude ,  but are not l imited to , b leached U . S .  cu rrency paper ,  pieced notes , ra ised notes, and spl i t  notes . It 
shou ld be noted that all a ltered notes are to be consid ered contraband and ,  as such ,  are subject to seizu re and 
forfe itu re . However ,  not a l l  a ltered notes are considered counterfe it .  One example is  a p ieced note that is 
subseq uently determined to be genu ine  (see pieced notes below) .  

Bleached Notes 

A b leached note is a cou nterfe it FRN that conta ins  a pr inted image on bleached genu ine  U .S .  currency paper 
B leached notes are considered counterfe it ,  and cases are genera l ly prosecuted under 1 8  Un ited States Code 
(U .S .C . )  §§ 47 1 ,  Ob l igat ions or securit ies of Un ited States ;  4 72 , Uttering counterfe it ob l igat ions or secu rities ;  and 
4 7 4, P lates , stones , or  ana log , d ig ita l ,  or  electron i c  images for counterfe i t ing obl igations or  secu rities .  

Occasiona l ly ,  genu ine  FRN paper is used as the su bstrate for a cou nterfe it note. The reason for us ing genu i ne  
FRN paper i s  t o  i ncorporate paper-based security features , i nclud ing the b l ue  and red security fibers , and 
depend ing on the denominatio n ,  watermarks, and embedded security threads Those features and the fee l  of the 
genu ine  FRN paper are often used by the pub l ic to authenticate the notes Therefore ,  the ir  presence can impart 
a deg ree of pub l ic confidence in a note's authenticity. 

Genu ine  fore ign cu rrency paper may a lso be used for the same reasons.  The appearance of paper-based security 
features in foreig n cu rrency paper w i l l  d iffer from what is observed in FRN paper .  For example ,  the paper may 
conta in  secu rity fibers of vary ing colors that may fluoresce. 

B leached cu rrency paper refers to genu ine  FRN or  foreign currency paper that has had the orig ina l  i n k  removed 
from the su rface , wh i le the paper-based secu rity features (secu rity fibers ,  watermarks, and secu rity th reads) 
remain intact . The orig ina l  i nk  is phys ical ly removed us ing chemicals and abras ive techn i q ues .  Th is leaves 
counterfe iters with blank  cu rrency paper that conta ins the genu ine  paper-based security features. Counterfeiters 
then pr int  an image of a h igher denomination banknote onto the blank  substrate. 

The abras ive natu re of the i n k  remova l process ( i . e . ,  bleach ing ) may d isturb the su rface of the su bstrate making 
it rough and more porous .  I t  may a lso d isturb the security fibers, caus ing them to protrude from the substrate 
when examined u nder  magn ificat ion Examiners shou ld look at the colors of the secu rity fibers and determine 
the i r  optical behavior ( i  e . ,  fluoresce under  an U ltraviolet (UV) energy sou rce) ,  observe for the presence/absence 
of watermarks, and examine the security thread for text and opt ical  behavior ( i .e  , fl uoresce u nder  a UV energy 
source) .  Genu ine FRN security fibers do not fluoresce. I f  genu ine  FRN paper i s  used from a denomination greater 
than a $1 or  $2 , and from series year 1 996 or  later, the embedded security thread wil l have denominat ion spec ifi c  
text and fluoresce a spec ific co lor. 

Note : In the event bleached currency paper is co l lected as evidence,  it must be inventoried in  the Field 
I nvestigative Reporting System ( F l  RS) Evidence (EVI D)  system (s im i la rly to blank  paper) rather  than in  CT A wh ich 
req u i res spec ific identifie rs 
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A raised note is a counterfe it FRN typ ica l ly created us ing portions of genu ine  FRNs from d ifferent  denominat ions .  
A raised note cons ists of  the body of  a lower denomination note that has smal l  portions of  h ig her  denominations 
affixed to it to increase its perce ived va lue .  For example , an a lterat ion of th is kind may inc lude a rep lacement of 
the cou nters ,  portrait ,  or  other aspects of the note. Th is can be ach ieved th rough d rawing and/or ad hering pieces 
of a h ig her  denominat ion to the note. Raised notes are considered cou nterfe it and cases are genera l ly prosecuted 
under  1 8  U .S .C .  § 4 71 or § 4 72 .  

Pieced Notes 

A pieced note is a cou nterfe it FRN created from portions of genu ine  FRNs wh ich are genera l ly of the same 
denominat ion The pieces are assembled to appear to be a genu ine  FRN The notes from which the p ieces were 
removed are a lso passed or redeemed as muti lated FRNs P ieced notes are cons idered counterfe it ,  and cases 
are genera l ly prosecuted under  1 8  U .S .C .  § 4 71 or § 484 , Connect ing parts of d ifferent ob l igat ions .  

However, if a note is determined to be p ieced , but the p ieces are microscopica l ly determined to be from the same 
orig ina l  genu ine FRN , the FRN can be reclass ified as genu ine  and sha l l  be returned . 

Sp l it Notes 

A sp l it note is a counterfe it FRN that has two d ifferent sides . A spl it note is made from two genu ine  FRNs of 
d ifferent denominat ions. Usua l ly, a $1 FRN and an FRN of a h igher denominat ion are used . Both notes are sp l i t ,  
o r  pee led , apart so that the front and back are separated . The face of the h igher denomination note is then pasted 
to the back of the lower denominat ion note, and the front of the lower denomination note is pasted to the back of 
the h ig her  denomination note. When the notes are passed , the side bear ing the h ig her  denomination is exposed . 
Spl i t  notes are considered counterfe it, and cases are genera l ly prosecuted under  1 8  U .S .C .  § 4 7 1  or § 484. 

Muti lated Notes 

1 8  U .S .C .  § 333, M uti lat ion of Nat ional Bank Ob l igat ions, is a misdemeanor  sect ion wh ich appl ies to the mut i lation ,  
cutt i ng ,  defac i ng ,  d isfig uring , or  perforation o f  FRNs with intent t o  render  them unfit for reissue b y  t h e  Federa l  
Reserve System. No in tent  to defraud needs to be proven .  

A mut i lated F R N  is  o n e  that has been severely damaged t o  the extent  that its va lue i s  quest ionable , or  a security 
feature is part ia l ly or completely m iss ing . If the muti lat ion can be removed from the note, retu rning it to its orig ina l  
state , no vio lation has occurred An example wou ld be the $2 co lorized "Nat iona l  Parks" FRNs. I f  the colorized 
image is  a st icker wh ich can be removed, return ing the FRN to its orig ina l  state, there is  no vio lation ,  and the note 
can be retu rned as genu ine  However, if an over-pr int process has been used , and the FRN cannot be returned 
to its orig ina l  state, a vio lation has occurred 

Th is statute cou Id a lso be used to prosecute for the removal of the embedded security th reads, the remova l of the 
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opt ical ly variab le  ink  featu res,  or the removal of optically var iable threads ( i . e . , 3D security r ibbon) ,  as the removal 
of security features renders the FRN unfit for re issue .  

Generally, if there is no su pporting evidence of fraud ulent  in tent ,  genu ine  notes wh ich have portions intentionally 
removed to render them unfit for re issue by the Federa l  Reserve System shou ld be considered muti lated a nd may 
be se ized . I f  su pporting evidence of fraudu lent intent exists, genu ine  FRNs wh ich have port ions removed should 
be cons idered contraband and subject to forfe itu re 

Cu rrency Residue 

Federa l  Reserve Ban ks destroy u nfit genu ine  FRNs us ing s ize reduction eq u ipment .  Such eq u ipment reduces 
the ban knotes to sh reds ,  particles ,  or  fibers common ly referred to as cu rrency res idue The possession of  
cu rrency res idue without  fraud ulent  intent i s  not  a vio lat ion of law.  The piec ing together  of cu rrency resid ue with 
fraudu lent intent is a violation of 1 8  U .S C  § 47 1 ,  and/or 1 8  U S.C.  § 484 
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