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VIA EMAIL: 

Department of Energy 
Washington, DC 20585 

March 5, 2025 

Re: Freedom oflnformation Act Request No. HQ-2024-01282- F. 

This is a response from the Department of Energy (DOE), Office oflnspector General (OIG) to your 
request for information under the Freedom oflnformation Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552. On February 12, 
2024, your request sought the following: 

• A copy of the closing report or final report or other conclusory report from each of 

the following DOE Office oflnspector General closed Investigations: 19- 0022-1, 

19-0059-1, 20-0002-1, 20-0006-1, 20-0035-1, 20-0085-1, 21-0008-1, 21-0009-1, 21-
0052-1, 21-0053-1, 21-0062-1, 21-0064-1, 21-0065-1, 21-0069-1, 21-0070-1, 21-

0073-1, 21-0076-1, 21-0085-1, 21-0089-1, 22-0019-1, 22-0029-1, 22-0039-1, 22-
0082-1 and 21-0001-W. 

The OIG has completed a search and review of its files and identified 23 documents responsive to 
your request. A review of these documents and a determination concerning their release has been made 
pursuant to the FOIA. Based on this review, we determined that documents 1 through 23 are being 
released to you with certain material withheld pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6) and 5 U.S.C. § 
552(b)(7)(C) of the FOIA, referred to as Exemptions 6 and 7(C), respectively. 

Exemption 6 protects from disclosure "personnel and medical and similar files the disclosure of 
which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy .... " Exemption 7(C) provides 
that "records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes" may be withheld from disclosure, 
but only to the extent the production of such documents "could reasonably be expected to constitute an 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy .... " 

Names and information that would tend to disclose the identity of certain individuals have been 
withheld pursuant to Exemptions 6 and 7(C). Individuals involved in OIG enforcement matters, which in 
this case include subjects, witnesses, sources of information, and other individuals, are entitled to privacy 
protections so that they will be free from harassment, intimidation, and other personal intrusions. 

In invoking Exemptions 6 and 7(C), we have determined that it is not in the public interest to 
release the withheld material. We have determined that the public interest in the identity of individuals 
who appear in these files does not outweigh these individuals' privacy interests. Those interests include 
being free from intrusions into their professional and private lives. 



For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories oflaw enforcement and 
national security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(c). This response is 
limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard notification 
that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do 
not, exist. 

To the extent permitted by other laws, the DOE, will make records available which it is authorized 
to withhold under 5 U.S.C. § 552 whenever it determines that such disclosure is in the public interest. See 
10 C.F.R. § 1004.1. 

As required, all releasable information has been segregated from the material that is withheld and 
is provided to you. See 10 C.F.R. § 1004.7(b)(3). 

This decision may be appealed to the Office of Hearings and Appeals within 90 calendar days 
from your receipt of this letter pursuant to 10 C.F.R. § 1004.8. Appeals must be in writing and should be 
addressed to the Director, Office of Hearings and Appeals, HG-1 /L'Enfant Plaza Building, U.S. 
Department of Energy, 1000 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20585-1615. You may also 
submit your appeal by email to OHA.filings@hq.doe.gov. The appeal must be clearly marked "Freedom of 
Information Appeal" on the envelope and letter, and if submitted by email, in the subject line of the email. 
See 10 C.F.R. § 1004.8(b). 

Once your administrative remedies are exhausted, judicial review will be available to you in the 
United States District Court in the district in which you reside, or have your principal place of business, in 
the district in which the records are situated, or the District of Columbia. See 10 C.F.R. § 1004.8(d)(3). 

If you have any questions about the processing of your request, you may contact our FOIA Public 
Liaison, Mr. Alexander Morris. He may be contacted to discuss any aspect of your request by phone at 
(202) 586-5955 or by email at Alexander.Morris@hq.doe.gov. Please know that you also have the right to 
seek dispute resolution services from the FOIA Public Liaison or the Office of Government Information 
Services, https://ogis.archives.gov;(202) 741-5770; (877) 684-6448 (toll free), by fax: (202) 741-5769, or 
by email ogis@nara.gov. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Lewe F. Sessions 

Lewe Sessions 

Digitally signed by Lewe F. Sessions 

Date: 2025.03.05 11 :20:20 -05'00' 

Assistant Inspector General 
for Investigations 

Office of Inspector General 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

DOCUMENT1 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: April 5, 2021 
l(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) I 

Digitally signed b�(b)(6), (b)(?)(C) 

TO: 
..,,..,..,.,,.,.....,,..�.,.,,.,.--.....!l·----------=•.::.D::,:

at
,;;;..;
e: 2021.04.05 15:28:23-06'00' 

... l<b_ ) _<6 _),_ ( _b)_ <7_)(_c_) ______________ ....,1Region 8 Investigations 

FROM: Special Agent .... l(b_ )( _6)_, _(b _)(?_ )(_C _) ____ __. 

SUBJECT: Closing Memorandum for OIG Investigation 19-0022-1 

This memorandum serves to recommend closure of 19-0022-1, an investigation conducted by the 
U.S. Department of Energy (Department), Otlice of Inspector General (OIG), Office of 
Investigations, Region 8 Investigations. 

On December 4, 2018, a contractor employee at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) alleged timecard 
fraud at WIPP by first shift employees of Nuclear Waste Partnership, LLC (NWP). Subsequent to the 
contractor employee's allegations to the Department OIG, the contractor employee filed a sealed Qui 
Tam complaint in District Court for the District of Columbia. Upon the filing of the sealed Qui Tam 
complaint, the Department OIG began working with the Department of Justice's (DOJ) Main Justice's 
Commercial Litigation Unit and the U.S. Attorney's Office for the District of Columbia. 

Of the matters alleged in the Qui Tam, DOJ focused the investigation on the allegations of timecard 
fraud and the allegations of a revision to the Independent Cost Estimate (ICE) for a single award issued 
by NWP to a subcontractor. The Relator alleged the timecard fraud had occurred while the Relator was 
working at WIPP from April 2018 till November 2018 and the revision to the ICE fraudulently 
increased the cost of the project and justified the bid from the awarded contractor. 

The investigation detem1ined NWP's Internal Audit conducted a review of employee labor hours 
charged to the Department during the period of May 12, 2018 to August l, 2018. A review of the audit 
identified minimal timecard discrepancies related to time charging practices at WIPP which were 
ultimately corrected administratively. Additionally, the audit noted that the badging system at the site 
was not a time keeping system and did not indicate when an individual was working at an off-site 
location_ A review of the procurement file for the award that had the revision to the ICE did not provide 
any indications of the fraudulent activity alleged by the Relator. 

Based on the investigative actions completed by DOJ and the Department OIG, DOJ detem1ined the 
Relator's allegations of fraud were not substantiated and with Department OIG Counsel concurrence, 
DOJ declined intervention in the matter. 

This matter is recommended for closure as no further expenditure of investigative resources is 
warranted_ 

•-----
__] 
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DOCUMENT2 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

February 1, 2021 (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 

MEMORANDUM 

Digitally signed by!{b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 
Date: 2021.02.01 09:06:38 -07'00' 

..,,..,..,.,,.,.....,.,..,..,,,,,..,.,,..----------------------,, (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) Region 8 Investigations 

Special Agentl(b)(S), (b)(?)(C) 

Closing Memorandum for OIG Investigation 19-0059-1 

This memorandum serves to recommend closure of 19-0059-1, an investigation conducted by the 
U.S. Department of Energy (Department), Office oflnspector General (OIG), Office of 
Investigations, Region 8 Investigations. 

On May 28, 2019, the Department OIG was made aware that the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
arrested Turab Lookman, a former Los Alamos National Laboratory contract employee, based on 
a grand jury indictment charging him with three counts of making false statements. Upon 
learning of Mr. Lookman's arrest, the OIG opened 19-0059-1 to provide information to the 
Department/National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) for possible suspension and 
debarment, and security clearance action against Mr. Lookman. 

The OIG issued an Investigative Report to Management (IRM), detailing Mr. Lookman's 
indictment and arrest. Based upon the IRM recommendations, the Los Alamos Site Office 
provided the information to Department security clearance personnel. Additionally, the NNSA 
Office of Acquisition and Project Management (OAPM) suspended Mr. Lookman, pending 
conclusion of his judicial process. 

Mr. Lookman eventually pied guilty to one count of violating 18 U .S.C. 1001 (False Statements) 
and was sentenced to five years supervised release. Based on this, the NNSA OAPM debarred 
Mr. Lookman for 5 years, or until October 21, 2025. 

This matter is being recommended for closure as Mr. Lookman has been sentenced and debarred. 
No further expenditure of investigative resources is warranted. 

•-----

__] 



DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

I

DOCUMENT3 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 
TO: 

February 26, 2021 l (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) I .... ___________________ ___,Region 1 Investigations 
FROM: Special Agent .... l(b_)<_6)_, _(b _H7_ H _C _) ___ __ 
SUBJECT: Closing Memorandum for OIG Investigation 20-0020-1 

This memorandum serves to recommend closure of an investigation conducted by the 
U.S. Department of Energy (Department), Office oflnspector General (OIG), Office of Investigations, Region I Investigations. 
ALLEGATION 
In August of 2019, the U.S. Office of Special Counsel (OSC) referred whistleblower disclosures regarding the Department's Office of International Affairs (IA) to the 
Department. OSC detennined there was a substantial likelihood these disclosures 
demonstrated a violation of law, rule, or regulation by IA, and directed the Department 
to investi ate. S ecificall the disclosures alleged former Department employee (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) and current Department employee!(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) (b)(6), (b)(?1J..... ...... . !engaged in unethical, and potentially illegal, behaviors while working on (C) various projects in Ukraine from 2014 through 2017. 

(b)(6), (b)(7) (C) 

POTENTIAL STATUTORY OR REGULATORY VIOLATIONS 
The investigation focused, primarily but not exclusively, on potential violations of Title 
18, U.S. Code (U.S.C.), * 208 (Acts Affecting a Personal Financial Interest); Title 18, 
U.S.C., * 207 (Restrictions on Former Officers of the Executive and Legislative Branches); and Title 5, Code of Federal Regulations,§ 2635 (Standards of Ethical 
Conduct of Employees of the Executive Branch). 
INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS OSC cited four allegations for investigation. The allegations and related findings are 
cited below. 

•(+}E]manipulated DOE energy policy to further personal business interests. This allegation was not substantiated. 
(2 (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 

to develop his private business interests as
-:-

-:-:-':'"i=-===;---�---
(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) an entity in the same sector in which! ·····-lw-as .. working . .as ... a... .��)(�.), (b)(7) 
(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) This allegation was not substantiated. ' 

• --------
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

MEMORANDUM 

(b)(6), (b)(7) ..... --(3}! !was not forthright in his sworn statements to Congress, including the (C) following: (I) he refrained from working in his capacity as president of VBEG while employed as an SGE for the Department; (2) he mischaracterized as strict! ersonal his ongoing association with!(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) artner; and (3) he claimed ignorance of Department contractor (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) mployment by VBEG as an industry expert. This allegation was substantiated. While the inconsistencies did not appear to rise to the !eve] of a criminal violation, independent review of his testimony uncovered information whichr=Jdidnetnote-inhis . .r.espons.es ........... ___ (b)(6), (b)(7) 
L=:J wr (b)(S), (b)(?)(C) h' d d . h h d' 1 d (4).__ ____ _. m ere U.S. interests w en e 1sc ose ro Government infomiation on (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) for the urchase of �(b�)(=6)�,(�b)=(7�)(C=)-----------------.

from ..... !(b.,..,.)(6...,..), ..... (b ..... )("""7) ..... (C ..... )! (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) This allegation was not ... su"""b,...s_t _a1_1t.,.ia-t -ed .... ------------------
On November 19, 2020, an Investigative Report to Management (IRM) was issued to the Department's Office of the Secretary (S) summarizing the investigation and providing responses to the OSC inquiry. RECOMMENDATION This case is being recommended for closure as the investigation was completed in response to specific al1egations from OSC and reported to the Office of the Secretary through the abovementioned IRM. Should additional information develop concerning the alleged criminal activity or ethics violations, this case may be reopened. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ca11 me at 202-586�(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 

yp 

C b 
..__ __ _____.~ 
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I DOCUMENT 4 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: June 8, 2021 

TO: 
l(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 

I .... _________________ __,Office of the Assistant Genera] 
Counsel for Ethics and Personal Law 

FROM: _!(b_)(_6 _), _(b _)( _7) _(C_) _____________ !Region 1 Investigations (b)(6}, (b)(? 

SUBJECT: Investigative Resolution Memorandum (OIG Case #20-0006-I) 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide notification that a U.S. Department of 
Energy (Department Office of Ins ector General OIG investigation was opened to 
detem1ine whethe (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) or the Department's Grid 
Operational Technology Division, failed to disclose outside employment activities. 

The OIG investigation determined tha (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) ·ncome from 
SmartSenseCom, Inc. (SSC) in (b)(6), (b)(?)(C) after he began working as a 
Departmental employee in a position which required disclosure of outside employment. 

I �eported to the Department, Office of General Counsel (GC) his financial 
,.·afri1iation with SSC in both his (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) ublic Financial Disclosure Reports. 

(b)(6), .(b)(1) However, the investigation found t.h.&.t .... •·· ·· did not submit a formal outside 
(C) employment reque�!.J.Q .. .GC:-untififter filing his ···-·--- Pub.l.i.�._Iinancial Disclosure 

Report, .... ···· (b)(6), (b)(?.J .. . ---·· ·· · 
(C) 

.. .. --
Based upon the foregoing information, this investigation is closed. Should new 
allegations or information emerge related to this investigation or this individual, the 
OIG may reopen this investigation or initiate a new investigation. 

Cc: r(6), (b)(7)(C) 

....... {b)(6), (b)(7) 
(cr······· 

), 

ii 
p 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

DOCUMENTS 

• 
MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 
TO: 

November 17, 2021 

... l<b .... )(,.,..6 _) ..... (b_)_<7 ... )(_C).,..,..,,......___, _________ ___,�egion 7 Investigations, 
Western Field Operations 

FROM: Special Agend(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 
SUBJECT: Closing Memorandum for OIG Investigation 20-0035-1 
This memorandum recommends closure of investigation 20-0035-1, conducted by the U.S. 
Department of Energy (Department), Office of Inspector General (OIG), Office of 
Investigations, Region 7 Investigations. 
ALLEGATION 
This investigation was predicated upon information from the Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory (LLNL) stating they received an allegation from the Livermore Police Department 
(Livermore PD) regarding an LLNL employee making threats against the Government and 
admittin to ossessin child orno ra h . Accordin to LLNL, Livermore PD infom1ed them 
that (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) a (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) for the LLNL's National Ignition 
Facility (NIF) (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) . While speaking to a 
Clinical Ps chologist, made threats to bomb the NIF and)(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 

(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) !(b)(6), (b)(7)(C !admitted to researching how to make pipe bombs and detonators, ,vith 
the goal of using the devices to destroy the NIF. In additionJ ···-•·······•ladm.ittedtoheing ... ·· ·?�)�·�·

), (b)(7) 
addicted to child pornography and advised he would hurt children if he came in contact with 
them. 
POTENTIAL ST A TUTORY OR REGULA TORY VIOLATIONS 
The investigation focused on alleged violations of 18 USC Sec. L 15, Influencing, impeding, or 
retaliating against a Federal official by making threats and 18 USC Sec. 2252, knowingly 
accessing or attempting to view child pornography. 
INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS 
Based on (b)(6), (b)(?)(C) admissions, Livermore PD obtained a search warrant rorl(b)(5), (b)(?)(C) 

(b)(6), (b)(7)( residence and requested assistance from OIG Investigations to conduct the search. 
On March 4, 2020, Livermore PD and OIG Investigations conducted the search warrant on ...,!(b .... ) .... (6,...), ..... ( .... b) .... (7 .... )( ... C .... ! 

l (b)(6), (b)(7) !residence. During the search warrant, multiple electronic items were seized . 
. CC) 

g p g 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

MEMORANDUM 

OIG Investigations coordinated this matter with OIG CIF A and the FBI. OIG Investigations 
transferred the electronic evidence to OIG CIF A for analysis. Based on OIG CIFA's analyses of 

!(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) �eized devices, no further evidence was found to indicate t ..... .. .. .. Jvo.u.k! .. P..� ... (�)(6)� (b)(7) 
a continued credible threat against the Government. Additionally, no furt er evidence was (C) 
obtained indicating (b)(6), (b)(7) searched or possessed child pornography. 

C 

OIG Investigations presented the investigative findings to the United States Attorney's Office 
(USAO), Northern District of California. The USAO declined prosecution based on the lack of 
evidence obtained during the search of the seized devices. 

Due to the egregious threats made by the subject, OIG Investigations issued an Investigative 
Report to Management (IRM) to the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) 
recommending consideration for suspension and debarment. Pursuant to the IRM, the NNSA 
issued a five-year debannent to!(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) I 

RECOMMENDATION 

I recommend this case for closure as all appropriate investigative and judicial actions have been 
completed. 

Case 20-0035-1 is dosed. 

l(b )(6), (b )(7)(C) 

Signature Indicates Concurrence 

r)(6), (b)(7)(C) 



DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

I

DOCUMENT 6 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: TO: February 1 ,  202 1 J(b )(6), (b )(7)(C) I Dig itally s igned b�(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) I 

..,,..,..,.,,.,......,,..,..,.,,,,...,.,,.,..----=· ==========-�D:::
at

::;_;
e:�2 ,02 1 .02 .0 1  1 1  :48:24 -07'00' ... !(b_)(_6_),_(b_)(_7)_(C_) ______________ ! Region 8 Investigations FROM: Special Agent l(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) SUBJECT: Closing Memorandum for OIG Investigation 20-0085- 1  This memorandum serves to recommend closure of 20-0085- 1 ,  an investigation conducted by the U.S. Department of Energy (Department), Otlice of Inspector General (OIG), Office of Investigations, Region 8 Investigations. On Se tember 1 6, 2020, the OIG Hotline received a complaint alleging (b )(6), (b )(7)(C) (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) Newport News Nuclear BWXT Los Alamos (N3 B) had a cont""1 ... c-t o...,f,..,1-nt-e-re_s...,t .,,..,..,.,,.,....,,..,..,,,,,.,..,,,..,.....----, The Lakeworth Group LLC (Lakeworth) to which N3 B subcontracts are being awarded. N3B is the prime contractor with the Department Environmental Management Los Alamos (EM-LA) site . .....,.�:.i..w.��v·ewed the Department !(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) !for the N3B contract. The !(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) I (b)(6), (b)(?)(C) akeworth had a prime contract (No. DE-NA0002552) with the Department, but it expired. The (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) and contract DE-NA0002552 was subsequently revised to reflect this change. The (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) . A review of contract DE-NA0002552 showed Lakeworth had a prime contract with the National Nuclear Security Administration for environmental remediation work in Los Alamos, NM, and the contract expired in 20 1 9 . The records also showed the change !(b )(6), (b )(7)(C) ILakeworth and the revision of contract DE­NA0002552 to reflect this change. A review ofN3 B subcontracts for Fiscal Years 2019 and 2020 determined Lakeworth was not a direct subcontractor to N3 B. However, the OIG was informed by N3B that Lakeworth was doing work on N3B's prime contract under a subcontract N3 B has ,,vith Los Alamos Technical Associates, Inc (LATA). The OIG reviewed the LATA proposal, names of the N3 B employees who served on the source evaluation board (SEB), the name of the N3 B selecting official, and a copy of the LATA subcontract. (b)(6), (b)(7) According to this infonnation, 1��!(6), (b)(?) I was not a member of the SEB or involved with the LATA (C) ·- ... subcontract . Additionally, the N3 B !(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) !for the LATA contract was interviewed and stated 

I · .. .  lwas not a part of th""'""'�"""""'�·,tl�ll:i�,act proposal process!(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) I of Lakeworth. Additionally, the (b)(6), (b)(?)(C) stated the LATA subcontract \\'as managed under the N3B Remediation Program and not the Water Program wherel��,(6), (b)(?) lwas assigned. Therefo�;,,.;(6.,..), ... Jb .... )-(7 .... ) (b)(6), (b) id not have any interaction with LATA or the work LATA was performing under the ( act. 

• 

p 
l(b)(o), (b)(/)(C) 

ThP nrr; intPr 1 
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J-, --



l(b)(6) , (b)(?)(C) lwas contacted to schedule an in-person interview J!�\<5) ,  (b)(?) lwas re luc tant to meet in  
(b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) 

A review of bus iness records for Lakeworth from the New Mexico Secreta of State 's  Office showed 
!(b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) ILakeworth and that .... (b_)(_6)_, (_b_)(7_)(_C_) ____ .... 

This matter i s  being recommended for c losure as no evidence of a confli ct of interest or fraud has 
been found and no further expenditure of investigative resources is warranted .  

- 2 -
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DOCUMENT 7 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE : June 2 1, 202 1 
TO: l(b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) h Investi ations ,.__ ___________________ __, (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) FROM: Special Agent l(b)(6), (b)(?)(C) 
SUBJECT : Closing Memorandum for OIG Investigation 2 1 -0008-1 This memorandum serves to recommend closure of an investigation conducted by the U.S. Department of Energy (Department), Office of Inspector General (OIG), Office of Investigations, Region L Investigations. On October 27, 2020, this office initiated an investigation after receiving an allegation tha*b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) I a Schedule C employee in the Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs (CI), may have participated in matters from which he had recused himself. Specifica11y , !(b)(6) , (b)( !had previously advised the Department's Office of the General Counsel (GC) that he was in employment negotiations with Clean Energy Technology Association (CETA), a non-federal entity, and had recused himself from participation in any matters pertaining to CET A. However, during the \Veek of July 27, 2020, GC was advised by !(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) I (�)(6), ��)Et ... . that-J. . !had approached an assistant to the Assistant Secretary for C I  seeking ( ) information on how to obtain, for a CET A employee, a meeting with the Secretary (S- 1) or one of his senior advisors. At the time of the request, I · ·· ·· ··· ··· ·· ·lhad.not advisedGC ........ ..... __ (b)(6) , (b)(7) that his employment negotiations with CETA had ended nor had he submitted a request · ·{cr· ·· · to rescind his recusal. The OIG investigation could not substantiate that I ·· · · ·· · ··· · l -had +n- fact requested a ........ . meeting with S- 1 for a CETA employee, that such a meeting ever took place, or that (b)(6), (bJ(fL !worked on matters related to CETA in his official capacity in CI. The (!;*6), (b)(7) investigati.on.further determinedthat . .. .. .. . ... .. as well as his supervisors in CI left (C) Department employment on or befo (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) This matter was coordinated with the Department of Justice, Public Integrity Section (PIN), who expressed no prosecutorial interest. This investigation is being recommended for closure as all prudent investigative activities are complete and further expenditure of investigative resources is not warranted. 

(b)(6) , (b)(7) ···· ····wr ········ · · 

•-----
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GE NERAL 

DOCUMENT 8 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 

TO : 

FROM:  

November 4 ,  202 1 

(b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) Region 1 Investigation s ,  
--=--"=":""-:-:--:=:-----:------------...... Eastern Fie ld Operations (b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) 

Specia l  Agent j (b)(a) ,  (b)(?)(C) 

SUBJECT : Closing Memorandum for 01 

Th is memorandum recommends c lo sure of  investigation 2 1 -0009 -I ,  conduc ted by the U . S. 
Department of Energy (Department ), Office of ln spector General (OIG), Office of l nvestigations, 
Region 1 I nvestigations .  

ALLEGATION 

On September 8 ,  2020 ,  the Office of  Investi gation s  was notified by the Department ' s  Office of 
General Counsel  (GC), Office ofEthics,  tha*b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) ! , a now-former Department 

(b)(6) , (b)(?)(C) Nuclear Energy, may have vio lated Federal eth ics laws. The c laims were 
(b)(6) , (b)(?_ ase . .. o . •·· · ·· · · ·· inheritance of  stock in compan ies which are invo lved in the nuc lear energy 
(C) •• 

sec tor. Specifical ly, her a l leged stock ownersh ip in Honeywel l  International  I n c .  ( H oneywell )-­
currently the Management and Operations contrac tor for Sandia National  Laboratory , American 
E lectric Power Company, Inc .  (AEP), and Berksh ire Hathaway Inc . (BRK) . 

POTENTIAL STATUTORY OR REGULATORY VIOLATIONS 

The investigation focused on possible vio lation s  of 1 8  U . S .C .  § 208 - Acts Affecting a Personal 
Financia l  Interest. 

INVESTIGATIVE FIND INGS 
The investigation determined (b)(6) ,  (b)(7)(C) uc lear Energy from 
(b)(6) , (b)(?)(C) m ente e stoc  s m que stmn (b)(6) ,  (b)(?)(C) ea1h 
(b)(6) , (b)(?)(C) however, she did not disc lose the stocks until her fi l ing of the annual Office of 
Government Eth ic s  (OGE) Form 278e Public Financ ial Disc losure Report in Apri l 2020 .  

(�)(a) ,  ��)E.L . . Eollowing her 0GE-27··8e· filing-J- ·- ·· ·· · · ··· !rece ived conflicting adv ice from various  offic ials in ( ) GC perta in ing to whether she needed to divest of  the identifi ed stocks due to their  individual and 
aggregate values .  However, a rev iew of  the stock s '  values  during the re levan t t ime-period 
ident ified routine market fluctuations, resulting in the stocks'  value exceeding or fa11 ing short of 
the statu tory l imits for both particu lar ho Id ings and ag6'fegate l imits .  Furthermore , we were unable 
to substan tiate that I I partic ipated in a "particu lar matte r" a s  defined by 
1 8  U . S .C .  • 208 ,  that i s ,  in a n1·aijner that had a direct  and predic tab le effect  on  e ither stock price 
or (b)(6) ,  (b) personal financial  i'h-t�rest. 

'•. (b )(6),. (b )(7) (C) 

•-----

J 

~---------"I h dili k ] 
.___ ___ -----"µ 



DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GE NERAL 

MEMORANDUM 

l (b)(6) ,  (b)(7)(C) I d irected (b)(6) , (b) to d ivest the three identified stocks, wh ich she 
complied. Additional OIG record rev ie\\'S found that !(b)(6) ,  (b) I also divested o ther assets of 
concern durin her De artmental em lo ent, such as her holdin s in the Van ard Ener fund 

(b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) 

!(b )(6) ,  (b )(7) �esigned from her position as !(b)(6) ,  (b )(7)(C) Nucl ear Energy od(b)(6) ,  (b)(7)(C) ! .  

This matter was presented to the Department of  Ju stice, Pu b l ic Integrity Section (PIN), who 
dec l ine prosecutive interest. 

A copy of th i s  c los ing memorandum wil l  be provided to Department General Counsel ' s  office 
for awareness .  

RECOMMENDATION 
I recommend th is case for c losure as al l  prudent investigative activ ities are complete and 
expenditure o f further investigative resources is not warranted .  

Q 0 o vm QU 
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I DOCUMENT 9 

• 
MEMORANDUM 

DATE:  

TO: 

May 09, 2022 

._l (b_)(_6_) ,_(b_)(_7)_(C_) ____________ _,.Region 7 Investiga tions , 
Western F ield Operations 

FROM : Spec ial Agent l(b)(S) ,  (b)(?)(C) 

SUBJECT: Closing Memorandum for OIG Investigation 2 1 -0052-1 

This memorandum recommends c losure of investigation 2 1 -0052-1 ,  conducted by the U . S .  
Department of  Energy (Department), Office of  Inspector General (OIG), Office of  
Investigations ,  Region 7 Investigations .  

ALLEGATION 

This  investigation was predicated u on i nformation received from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) a lleg ing (b)(6) ,  (b)(?)(C) two former Lawrence 

(b)(6) ,  (b)(7) .. L.ivennore National. Laboratory . . (L,L,N-L• •·· ··· ··· ····· ··· · may have developed patents whi le working at 
(C) •••• • • • • • • • • • • •  LLNL and may have shared the patents with Japanese Audio Visual and Artificia l  Intel l i gence 

Company and a Ch ina-based company named Ming Ding (ful l  company name unknown at th is  
time) .  

POTENTIAL STATUTORY OR REGULATORY VIOLATIONS 

The investigation focused on al leged violations of L 8 USC Sec. L 832 anyone who stea l s  trade 
secrets or rece ives stolen trade secrets knowing that they were unlawfully obtained . 

INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS 

The OIG reviewed LLNL patent records to determine if (b)(S) , (b)(?)(C) ed any 
patents while employed at LLNL. Durin LLNL em loyment, all patents fo ••••••••••••• ••• • ••••••••••• we-re· ·· ·· •· ··· ·t�l�·!.: 

(b)(?) 
(b)(6) ,  (b)(7J. ... �.�_pire.d .or . .  ahandoned and all patents ·fo •· ··· ··· · ·· ·--·· ·· ·· \Vere expired or abandoned, except for one 
(C) patent, U. S .  P.�tent . · · · ·· wh ich was granted on ·································· How.ev.er., .... the . .L.LNL . .  ;;!,Qvis�g (b)(6) ,  (b)(7) 

<g)(S) ,  S�).(?.1. • . •HS-:···p�fo°..i. ... . was o�ly pursued in the United �tates and is not enforc�able in o�he_r . (er 
( ) couf!tnes;· LLNL further advi sed that any country outside of the U . S. can obtam patent mformat1on 
(b)(6) ,  (b.)(7-) ··• ·ftonl the U .S .  Patent Trademark Office for U . S . Paten4 ·· ··· ·· · ·· ··· ·· ·· l-and .. rnay.develop, use, .or...s.e.UJhlP).��.!.?. .. <b)(7) 
(C) 

• technology in any other country without recourse, except if used with in the United States. {CJ 

The OIG also conducted patent searches for !(b)(6) ,  (b)(?)(C) I on the U .S .  Patent and 
Trademark Office website and various other websites . The OIG did not find any other val id patents 
granted to l(b)(6) ,  (b)(?)(C) I 



DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
MEMORANDUM 

The FBI  advised the OIG that they could not find evidence to support al 1 egations of patent theft. 
The FBI further infonned the OIG they would no longer pursue thi s  matter and they would c lose 
their investigation. 

Pursuant to the lack of evidence that a crime had been committed, this i nvestigation was not 
coord inated with the U . S .  Attorney's  Office. 

RECOMMENDATION 

I recommend this case for c losure as al l  appropriate investigative and judicial actions have been 
completed. 

Case 2 1 -0052- 1 is c losed. 

r
(6), (b)(7XCJ 

Signature Indicates Concurrence (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 
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• 
MEMORANDUM 

DATE:  

TO: 

February 1 1 , 2022 

... l<b_)_<6_) ,_(b_)_<7_)(_C_) ___ ...,,I Region 7 Investigations, Western F ield Operations 

FROM : Spec ial Agent 1 
.... 
(b
-
)(
-a

)
_
, 
_
(b

-
)(
-
7)

-
(C

_
) 
_____ ___, 

SUBJECT: Closing Memorandum for OIG Investigation 2 1 -0053-1 

Th i s  memorandum recommends c losure of i nvest igation 2 1 -0053- I ,  conducted by the U .S .  
Department of  Energy (Department) , Office of Inspector Genera l  (OIG), Office of 
Investigations, Reg ion 7 Investigations . 

ALLEGATION 

This investigation was predicated u on information from the U . S .  Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC)  al leging that (b)(6) ,  (b)(?)(C) of Nikola Motors (Nikola ), made false 
public statements about N ikola ' s  abi l i t ies with the purpose of attracting investors .  The SEC 
notified the Department of such allegations, because Nikola had rece ived grant funding from the 
Department' s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewabl

j 
Energ

� 
(EERE). At the time of the 

al l egation , the SEC was only i nvestigati ng the actions of ················· nd had not.unc.ove.red .any false.Jb)(6) ,  (b)(7) 
statements or c l aims  made by Nikola ' s  engineering team. (C) 

POTENTIAL STATUTORY OR REGULATORY VIOLATIONS 

The investigation focused on al leged vio lations of 3 1  USC § 3 729-3733 ,  False Cla ims Act and 
1 8  USC § 287 ,  False C la ims. 

INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS 

��r) ,  ��)EL . . on July·29; ··202tJ· ·· !was i ndicted by the U .S .  Attorney ' s  Office, Southern Di strict of New 
York, on two counts of Securities Fraud and one count of Wire Fraud. The charges have no 
nexus to the Department and are unrelated to the OIG investigation . 

The invest igation determined that the actions and statements of! l to attraet· investors .. were {�?), (b)(?) 
unrelated to proposal s Nikola engineers submitted to EERE for grant funds. Numerous 
documents from both the SEC and EERE were obtained and reviewed. It was determined that 
the Nikola eng ineering team acted independently of I · lwhen··applying.J.or the .necessaiy _ _ _ (b)(6) ,  (b)(7) 
funding, which included two grants !(b)(6) ,  (b)(7)(C) !total ing approximately $2.7M. {er · 

EERE continues to work with Nikola engineers on the funded projects and reported no i ssues . 
N ikola continues opera tions out of its Phoenix, Arizona headquarters . 

rD _J 
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MEMORANDUM 

This  case was not presented for prosecution due to lack of evidence of a criminal violation. 

RECOMMENDATION 
I recommend thi s case for closure as al l  appropriate i nvestigat ive and judic ial actions have been 
completed. Case 2 1-0053-I is closed. 

r
b )( 6) , (b )(7)( C) 

Signature Indicates Concurrence 

r
)(6) , (b)(7)(C) 
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• DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE : July 25, 2022 
TO: .... l<b_)<_6)_, _<b_)<_7)_(C_) ____________ __,I Region 3 Investigations FROM:  Special Agend(b)(6), (b)(?)(C) 
SUBJECT: Closing Memorandum for OIG Investigation 2 1-0062-I 
This memorandum serves to recommend closure of an investigation conducted by the U .S .  Department of Energy (DOE), Office of Inspector General (OIG), Office of Investigations (01), Region 3 Investigations . (b)(6), (b)(?)(C) On February 3, 202 1 ,  the OIG Hot1ine received a referral from !---.. . -...... -.. ........................ !NNSA .... l(b ..... )(""'6) .... , ..... (b .... )(? .... )(....,C ..... ) -(b)(6), (b)(?)(C) alleging !(b)(6), (b)(?)(C) !of the University of Michigan, may have violated ��))( ' .................. S.e.ction ... 5.7. ... b(2) ... .o.f.the .. Ato.m.ic . .. Enei:gy .. Act, .. 1-------- with students participating in b 6 b 7 C at Xiamen University. The complainant a11eged some of the activities by the students (b)(6), (b)(?)(C) chool may constitute assistance, which is a violation of Section 57b(2). The results of the investi ation detem1ined as follows: 1 J  ... (b_)(_6_),_(b_)(_7_)(_C) ______ ____. (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) after he attended a Federal Bureau of Investigation presentation at the University of Michigan which discussed the issues of being�ced by foreign countries or having a relationship/association with a foreign country; 2 )  ............... was .. deteFmined to not be (�(6),(b)(?) affiliated with any forei n countries or bein a member of any a ent Program; and 3 ] . . Jwas. .. .1�](6), (b)(7) identified as being the (b)(6), (b)(?)(C) on two Department Nuclear Energy University (C) •• Program (NEUP) awards betwee (b)(6), (b)(?)(C) and neither award required foreign affiliation certifications by the (b)(6), (b)(?)(C) The investigative findings were coordinated with the U.S .  Attorney's Office for the Eastern District of Michigan and were found to lack prosecutorial merit. This matter is being recommended for closure as all prudent investigative activities are complete and further exnenditure of investigative resources is not warranted. (b)(a), (b)( ��)(6) ,  (b)(?)(C) _ _f?.i��'.1.:. �

i
9

ned bXl�b)(6), (b)(7)(C I 
(C) 

...... 
Date:  2022.07.25 1 4 :56 :40 

-04'00' Concurrence Assistant Special Agent-in-Charge 

Jj (bj( 7j 

l.{ )( ), ( )( )( ) 

g 

I! 

I f 
d 

[ t ■ I ■■■- •--•----
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I DOCUMENT 1 2  

MEMORANDUM 

DATE : September 1 2, 2022 

TO: ._!
<b_)(_6_), _(b_)(_7)_(c_) _____________ _.�egion 1 Investigations 

. 
l
(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) FROM : Special Agent
_ 

SUBJECT : Closing Memorandum for OIG Investigation 2 1 -0064-1 

This memorandum serves to recommend closure of an investigation conducted by the 
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), Office of lnspector General (OIG), Office of 
Investigations, Region l Investigations. 

On February 4, 202 1 ,  the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) referred a 
matter to the OIG involving possible violation of 1 8  U. S .C . ' 208 a Acts A ecting a 
Personal Financial Interest by (b)(6), (b)(?)(C) Office of 

��r), ��)�!) Energy MarketRegulation, •F·ER-G, ·-Speeifieally; ••••••••••••• was a11eged to have 
participated in a proceeding in which National Grid, an entity which (b)(6), (b) has been 
actively seeking employment, has a financial interest . (?)(C) 

(b)(6), (b)(7) ... .The . .O.IG.detem1ined ········· ·········· ·· ······· (C) National Grid (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 
\VO FERC • cerning 

he OIG found 
(
(�

)
)
(6), (�)(?L . ...,. __ ,...submitted two applications for em lo ment to National Grid on December 

(b)(6), (b) followed by a third application on (b)(6), (b)(7) 202 1 .  Furthermore, the OIG 
(b)(6), ��)(7) . .. inves..tigation.r.evealed( .. .. I failed to recuse himself from these proceedings until 
(C) after applying for the third pos1t 1on with National Grid o�(b)(6), (b)(7) ! 202 1 .  These 

findings were provided to FERC in an Investigative Report to Mana 7ement and on 
September 7, 2022, FERC responded \Vith a decision to remove (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 

The facts of the investigation were presented to Department of Justice Public Integrity 
Section (PIN), which declined the case for prosecution on June 28, 202 1 .  The initiation 
of this investigation, and prosecutorial declination was reported to the Office of 
Government Ethics via OGE Form 202. 

This investigation is being recommended for closure given all prudent investigative 
activities are complete and further expenditure of investigative resources is not 
\Varranted. 

I 

Assistant Special Agent-in-Charge, Region l 

..... .. ..(l;l)(6), (b)(7) 
ccr· · -.

. 

• ---------

L. 
I 

I 
J 

(b )(6), (b )(7 (b )(6), (b )(?)(C) 
(C) 

("J1a1t~II• ~i r,~--' JJ, ... ___ • 

l.).:itt:' w2:.[r:l_;;·;-b··17:~~ -•:-'h~-- ·----

( ) 

7 ..... _ _____. 
f 

LJ 

J 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

DATE : May 7, 202 1 

DOCUMENT 1 3  

MEMORANDUM 

TO: ._l(b_)(_6)_, _(b_)(_7)_(C_) _______________ _.I Region I Investigations 0 FROM: Special Agent l(b )(6), (b )(?)(C) 
SUBJECT : Closing Memorandum for OIG Investigation 2 1 -0065-I This memorandum serves to recommend closure of an investigation conducted by the U.S. Department of Energy (Department), Office of Inspector General (OIG), Office of Investigations, Region I Investigations. On April 8, 202 1 ,  this office initiated and investigation based upon an anonymous complaint received by the OIG Hotline alleging potential violations of Title 1 8, United States Code (U. S.C), § 207 (Restriction on Fonner Officers, Employee and Elected Officials of the Executive and Legislative Branches and Title 1 8  U.S.C. • 208 (Acts Affectin a Personal Financial Interest) by (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) --------.-....--....-................ ----.--(b )(6), (b)(7)(C) National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA). Specifically, it was alleged (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) NNSA!(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) �nd began worki ' • • ystems, Inc. (Criterion), a NNSA contractor, at the beginning of (b)(S), (b)(?)(C) The complaint further alleged that Criterion was awarded (b)(6), (b)(7) Ji contract.:w.h.ile . . .. .. .. -· ·· ·  fNNSA, later lost the contract to DKW (C) Communications, Inc. (DKW) ,  and was subsequently re-awarded the contract after the DKW contract was terminated. 

(b)(6), (b){7)(C) .. -

The OIG investigation did not substantiate the allegations thatl · · • lviolated post� . .  ((.�)(�!..'. .. (b)(7) employment restrictions and neither he, nor Criterion, persona11y benefited from his position at the Department while ner°tiarg his prospective employment with ��r), (b)(?) ��t�!�n�i��u�:i:�;::�·::����t ���r s�:��nwh�: ���n:���(�;,i��(�)��) NNSA durinr !(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) I the contract was initially awarded to DKW by the selecting officia1. However, the investigation determined DKW did not provide adequate assurances to the NNSA's Associate Administrator for Acquisition and Project Management that they were capable of fulfilling the requirements of the TO and as a result, DKW's award was terminated for cause in January 2020 and re-awarded to Criterion - a decision [3had . ..... .. .... . . . .. .. .. .. . ((. �)(�). (b)(7) no part o[ (b)(S), (b)(?) . Ihe OIG detennined·E:]provided the Department's General Counsel the requisite (C) signed recusal statement for Department employees seeking employment. Furthermore, 

•-----

g 

'·- -· --



DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

MEMORANDUM 

!(b)(6), ( b ) (7 )(C I received post-employment ethics briefings from the NNSA Office of General 
Counsel and later, confirmed his awareness of the one-year, post retirement restriction. 

This investigation is being recommended for closure as all prudent investigative 
activities are complete and further expenditure of investigative resources is not 
warranted. 



DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

DOCUMNET 1 4  

MEMORANDUM 

DATE:  June 25 ,  202 1 (b)(6) ,  (b)(7)(C) Dig ital ly s igned by !(b)(6), (b )(7)(C) 

TO: 
..,,..,..,.,,.,.....,,..�.,.,,.,.----------------t-· 021 .06.25 07:56:25 -06'00' (b)(S), (b)(?)(C) Region 8 Investigations 
----------------------FROM: Special Agentl(b)(S), (b)(?)(C) 

SUBJECT: Closing Memorandum for OIG Investigation 2 1-0069-1 This memorandum serves to recommend closure of 2 1 -0069-1 ,  an investigation conducted by the U. S. Department of Energy (Department), Office of Inspector General (OIG), Office of Investigations, Region 8 Investigations. On February 25, 202 1 ,  the OIG received infom1ation from Sandia National Laboratories (Sandia) that a drone was found near building 892, a limited access area (LAA) of Sandia on Kirtland Air Force Base (KAFB) .  The OIG coordinated this information with the Federal Bureau of lnvestigation (FBI) and the U.S. Air Force Office of Special Investigations (AFOSI) ,  both of whom deferred to the OIG. The OIG met \Vith Sandia's personnel and took custody of the drone. On March 3, 202 1, the OIG transferred the drone to Sandia's Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) office for analysis. The UAS office was unable to determine the drone's origin or owner and returned the drone to the OIG. On April 2, 202 1 ,  the OIG transferred the drone to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for forensic analysis. The FAA subsequently provided the OIG with a Digital Investigations Report, which identified the last known address where the drone took off as well as the possible owner. The FAA also returned the drone to the OIG. On May 2 1 ,  202 1 ,  the OIG interviewed residents of the last known address of where the drone took off. One of the residents admitted to being the owner of the drone and provided proof of ownership and advised the wind blew the drone towards KAFB as he was flying it. The owner stated he did not intentionally fly the drone over KAFB and that his attempts to recover it, as it was flying toward KAFB, were unsuccessful. The OIG briefed both the FBI and AFOSI regarding the interview with the drone owner and both were not interested in pursuing the matter further. On June 2 l ,  202 1, the Department OIG returned the drone to the owner. This matter is being recommended for closure as no evidence of a crime has been determined and no further expenditure of investigative resources is warranted. 

•-----

_J 
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DOCUM ENT 1 5  

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: October 1 3 ,  2022 
TO : ._! (b __ ) __ (6 __ ), __ (b __ ) __ (7 __ )( __ C __ ) _____________ __,! Region 3 Investigations  
FROM: Special Agent !._(b_)( _6)_ , _(b _)( _7) _(C_) ____ ....., 
SUBJECT: Closing Memorandum for OIG Investigation 2 1 -0070-1 

This memorandum serves to recommend closure of an i nvestigation conducted by the U.S .  Department of Energy, Office of Inspector General (OIG), Office of Investigations (01), Region 3 
Investigations. 
On February l 6, 202 l .  the OIG i n itiated an i nvestigat ion predicated upon information received from the National Science Foundation (NSF) al legin (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) ma 
have forei •n affiliations that he failed to disclose prior to accepting his Joint Appointment (b)(6), (b) (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) at Argonne National Laboratory (ANL) .  Lemont. IL 
The OIG investigation determined that from (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 
artic les (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 

SO journal 

.rants from Uni ted States and other countries , (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 
awards or 

(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) Finally , the OIG i nvestigation determined that from 
(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) College or Environmental Sciem:e and Engineering, 

(b)(6), (b)(7)An .OIG . reY.icw of I !ANL employment paperwork showed that on l (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) (C) signed a Joint Appointment Acknowledgement Form stati ng that he was not ._re_c_e"'"iv""'· i n_g_a_n_y _______ __. compensation from any foreign government-run program. The questionnaire did not ask ab!ut an) prior affiliations with foreign enti t ies .  An interview with ANL ' s  legal department revealed that • •· ·· ·  had .... {�)(6t. (b)(7) 
no requi rement to disclose any prior foreign affil iations before accepting a f os iti01I with (C) 
ANL. ANL ' s  l egal department stated they would only be concerned about · ··· · ·· ·· ·· foreign ................... _ (b)(6), (b)( ?) 
affiliations if they occurred after his Joint lppointmr, and no publications or fond ing from any (CJ 

��r), (b)(7):qr�.ig.o.. c.n.titi.cs ... w..ere .. disco:v..crcd ... pcrtaining to ··················-··· after his Joint Appointment with ANL in ! (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 
This matter is being recommended for closure as al l  prudent investigative activities are complete 
and futther expenditure of investigative resources is not warranted. A summary of the investigative 
findings were al so presen ted to the Department of Justice. National Securi ty Divis ion ' s  
Counterintel l igence and Export Control Section, who concurred with the recommendation to close the investigation. 

Page 1 of 2 
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I concur with the recommendation to close investigation #21-0070-/. 

(b )(6) ,  (b )(7)(C) 

Region 3 Investigations 
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DOC UMENT 1 6 

• 
MEMORANDUM 

DATE : 
TO : 

March 2 .  2022 

._!<b_)_(6 _), _ (b_)_<7 _)( _C _) ____________ ____.! Region 8 Investigat ions, 
Western F i el d  Operations 

HlOl\1 : Spec ia l  Agent._l<b_)<_6)_, (_b_)(?_)(_C_) ___ __, 
SU BJ ECT: Closing Memorandum for OIG Investigation 2 1 -0076-1 
This memorandum recommends closure of invest igation 2 1 -0076-J ,  conducted by the U.S. 
Department of Energy (Department) , Office of Inspector General (OIG ), Office of 
Investigat ions. R egion 8 Investigat ions. 
ALLEGATI ON 
On Apri l  22, 202 1 ,  the Office of Invest i  •ations (OI) was i nformed by the Federa l  Bur eau of 
Investigat ion ( FRI) tha (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) a Nat ional N uclear Secur i ty Admin istration contractor 
employee of (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) LLC in  Los A l amos. �M.  was arrested for h i s  
part ic ipation in  the riots on the  U. S. Capitol on January 6 ,  202 1 .  
POTENTIAL STATUTORY O R  REGU LATORY VI OLATIONS 
The investigation focused on standards of conduct violat ions. 
IN V.ESTIGATIV.E FINDI N GS (b)(6) (b) OJ detcm1 incd pursuant to the FR I i nvestigation 7 c '  admitted he  travel ed to 
Washington. O.C. to attend a pol i ti cal ral ly  and un l awful l y  en tered the Un i ted S tates Capitol 
building on January 6 ,  202 1 .  A criminal compla i nt was fi led against I ··· ···· ···· -- 1-for- violating. .  . .... ��)(�). (b)(7) 
Title 1 8  U n ited States Code 1 752(a) ( l ) , l 752(a )(2) ,  Title 40 Un ited States Code 5 1 04(e)(2)(D), 
and 5 1 04(e)(2 )(G). (b)(6), (b)(7) subsequent ly turned h imsel f i nto the Fm and was arrested. C 
Based on this informat ion, OJ issued an  Investigate Report to Management ( [RM ) and 
recommended the Office of Acqu isition and Proj ect Management determ ine if suspension action (b)(6), (b)(7) waswarran.t�-O.·• •aga-instl·· ··· ·· · • I and recommended the Office of Personnel and Securi ty (C) Cl earances and Cl assificat ion detennine  if  the information i n  the I R  M concern ing  .... !(b .... ) .... (6 .... ),"""(b,..,) ..... (7 ... )( ... C .... )--. (b)(6), (b)(7) .. warr.anted..indusion.inl·· I Personnel Security F i l e. (C) 
The Office of Acquisi tion and Project Management determ ined suspens ion/exc l us ion action 
would not be taken at th i s  time  and the Office of Personne l  and Securi ty C learances ensured the 
nationa l databases were updated w ith the informat ion from the JRM concern ing l (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) ! 

( 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF IXSPECT0R G ENERAL 

RECOMMENDATION 

MEMORANDUM 

I recommend case c losure as all investigat ive act ivities have been completed and further 
expend iture of invest igative resources is unwarranted . 

(b )( 6 ) ,  (b )(7) 
(C) 

l"l irllrrd bJ(b)(6). ( 1 
i£b £6 . _ 

D�te ; 202,1 .03 .02 M:22 :09 
-07 '00' 

S ignature Ind icates Concurrence 

r)(6), (b)(7)(C) 



DOCUMENT 1 7 

• 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE:  

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

February 24, 2022 

!(b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) I Region 4, ORI  

!(b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) ! Special Agent 

C losing Memorandum for O IG Investigat ion 22-00 1 7- 1  

Thi s  memorandum serves to  recommend c]osure of an  investigation conducted by the 
U .S .  Department of Energy ( Department) ,  Office of lnspector General (OIG), Office of investigations ,  
Region 4 ,  Oak Ridge Investigations .  

Thi s  investigat ion \Vas init iated on June l ,  202 1 ,  after the l(b)(B) ,  (b)(?)(C) ! UT-Battel le ,  LLI-!'--..,...,.,,. .............. 
Oak Ridge National Laborato ORNL), notified the OIG of information she received alle rin r l (b)(B) ,  (b)(?)(C) 

(b)f) , (�1(7> . .. .. .. Jnegotiated .w-ith . .  to replace[;J<1s the _(b_)_(6_) ,_(b_)(_7_)(C_) _________ __, 
Hf� ) ,  (l;l){7) at ORNL in  exchange for - . pproving a c liiss-ifjed computer system to be housed at ORNL; 2 )  
(C (b)(6) , (b)(7) improperly required OR to •• rocure the  services of"-Str?ngbox, LLC (Strongbox), whose.-!(b-)

--
(6-) ,-(b

_
) .... (7 ... )( .... C

-.)! 
a ege ly had an affair with (b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) to develop- a., c lassified computer system and 3) 
The c lassified computer system ultimately did not work. (b)(B) , (b)(?) (b)(6)'; •{�)(7)(C) 

(b)(6) , S�)(7) (C) • .
.. 

(C) The OIG .rey_i�wed contract documentat ion and interviewed multip le ORNL and federal overs ight officials ,  
but we did not idehtify . .  .any ev idence supporting the al legations. The OIG was to ld b mult i  le ORNL and 
Federal overs ight officials that · ·· -· was highly qualified to be the (b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) There were 
not any indicationsJhat. · improperly negot iated or coerced ORNL official s  to hire h im.  Also, an 

(b)(6) , __ . .  .QRNL-offi:ciars·tated that the c lass ified computer system was requested b)'i · · ·· ·· ··Jo . .s.upp.ortJJJ?QJ;: jb)_(�}.� .. <b)(7) 
(b)(7)(C) National Security initiative which needed to be developed quickly to support the initiative .  ORNL (CJ 

procurement officials  determined that Strongbox was the only vendor capable of completing the project 
within the short timeframe; therefore, they uti l ized a so]e source contract for the procurement .  ORNL 
Genera] Counsel and DOE federa] oversight officials reviewed and approved the so]e-source procurement 
between ORNL and Strongbox. An ORNL official confirmed that the class ified computer system, 
deve loped by Strongbox, did work per the tenns and cond itions of the subcontract between Strongbox and 
ORNL.  

(b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) (b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) 
\In summary, the OIG investigation did not substantiate the al legations .  The findings did not d isclose any / 
''federal criminal activity, and thus were not coord inated with the United States Attorney' s  Office . ! 

,__ __ ___.! i s  no ]onger employed by the Department and no administrative referrals  were appropriate.,_b_a-se_d_o_n _ ____. 
the findings of the investigation . This  matter i s  being recommended for c losure as a1 1 prudent i nvestigative 
activities are complete and further expend iture of investigative resources is not warranted . 

I concur w ith the recommendation to c lose thi s  investigation. (b )(6), (b )(7)(C) Jigita l ly signed b�jtk)l6) lb)l7)1C) 
)ate, 2022.02.24 1 6'.52,04 -05'00' 

(b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) !Region 4, Oak Ridge Investigations 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

DATE : 
TO: 

FROM: 

MEMORANDUM 

May L 9, 2022 l(b)(6), (b)(?)(C) ! Region L Investigations ..._S_p _e _Cl -. a -1 -A -g -en_ t _l_,( _b __ -) _( _6 __ ) -,- -(-b:)( -?- -) -( _C_-) _ - _ - _-.J(;:b;::::;)(:;:;6)=, :;;:(b::;::)(;;;;?;::::;)(::;:C;:::) :::::;--:-::-�:-::
2-;g

�,-,
�:-9b

;
1-;57 

... ,3
-
0 --........ -.

-
... .... -.

• �ac.� :�J� :�� �m 
------ 04 00 cf SUBJECT : Closing Memorandum for OIG Investigation 2 1 -0089- 1  This memorandum serves to recommend closure of an investigation conducted by  the U .S .  Department of Energy (Department), Office oflnspector General (OIG), Office of lnvestigations, Region L Investigations . This investigation \\'as initiated on February 26, 202 1 ,  after the Defense Criminal Investigative Service (DCIS) notified the OIG that funding recipients responsive to the Department 's Office of Nuclear Energy (NE) and the Advanced Research Projects Agency - Energy (ARPA-E) to develop microreactor technology may have falsely inflated their Technology Readiness Level's (TRL)  to make their proposals more competitive. The OIG, after contactin • contract mana •ement officials and ro •ram directors from NE and ARPA-E (b)(7)(E) ...,_........,........,. ____________________________ ..... to measure a technology's progress. NE and ARPA-E utilize an independent review process that assesses the fidelity of an application 's TRLs, however, neither NE nor APRA-E use TRLs as the sole determining factor when funding award recipients. Conversely, the Department uses 

rb)(7)(E) 
In summary, the OIG investigation found no indication applicants intentionally falsified TRLs. Moreover, NE and ARPA-E evaluate more heavily weighted criteria in proposals other than TRLs, to demonstrate why an applicant is selected for funding. The OIG investigation found no reasonable grounds to believe there has been a violation of Federal criminal law or Departmental regulation. This matter is being recommend for closure as all prudent investigative activities are com lete and expenditure of further investigative resources is not warranted. (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) ��)<6), I�)<?),'!!' .• · ··-······· ··--······ ···-·· -----------..-

..._ ____________ __. 
egion 1 

• 
Ir .J 

L L D L 

p 

.. ~•11il1'b:irnwrl·11•i)bV6) (h)/7)(C) 
,1\;~: 2022.IJS.23 11:12:04 04'00 

rb )(6), (b)(7)(C) 



Department of Energy 
Wash ing ton . DC 20585 

January 27, 2022 

MEMORANDUM FOR: l (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) I 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 

Cyber Investigations and Forensic Analysis Section (CIF A) 
Special Agent (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 
Cyber Investigations an 
Case Closing Summary (OIG File No. 22-00 19-1) 

IDOCUMENT 1 9  

This memorandum serves to recommend closure of an investigation conducted by the U. S. 
Department of Energy (Department), Office of Inspector General (OIG), Office of 
Investigations, Cyber Investigations and Forensic Analysis Section (CIF A). 
The investigation was predicated upon,..! (b_)_(6_) ..... (_b ..,.)(7...,),...(C_)---.--------....--....---------(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA), contacting the DOE OIG 

(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 1 1eging misuse and abuse 
of a NNSA information technology (ITS) system called the Clearance Action Tracking System 
(CATS). The CATS is a security clearance adjudication system housing electronic personnel 
security fi1es (ePSF), also known as "safe files," which also contains various personally 
identifiable infom1ation ( PII) and other sensitive digital data. This digital data may also contain 
derogatory infonnation regarding the specific individual the CATS ePSF file(s) are associated 
with. 

(b)(6), (b)(?)(C) I for Nuclear Security ! (b)(6), (b)(?)(C) ! and (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) I for the Office of Personnel and Facility Clearances and Classification 
(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) eported an audit of the CATS indicated numerous problems 

inc1uding, but not 1 imited to, the following based on the provided CA TS auditing logs :  
• The download ! (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 

<(g))(6), S�) (7 1.,_! .. __ _,,..._.! from th� (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) !and \�lho 
is suspected of uploading these files to CATS in violation of the CATS End-User 
Agreement; 

• (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) being assigned to both the DOE ! (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 
and the DOE (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 

• The creation of an authorized s stem of record re uirin , a s stem of record notice 
( SORN) for the download (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) thereby being 
in violation of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended; 

This report, ind uding any attad1ments and information contained therein, is the property of the Oftice of l nspector General 

(OIG) and is for Bf'FICl2'ft U'.31'.! eML I .  The original and any copies of the report must be appropr iately controlled and 
mainta ined_ Disclosure to unauthorized persons without pri(lT 0 10  wTitten approval is s trict ly prnhihited and may subject the 

disclosing parry to l iabil ity. Unauthorized persons may include, but are not l imited to, ind ividuals referenced in the report, 
contractors, and individuals outside the Department of Energy. Pub l ic  di sclosure i s  determined by the l'reedom of 
Information Act ( Tit le 5, U .S .C., Section 5 52) and the Privacy Act (Title 5, U .S .C., Section 552a ) .  

J Forensic Analysis Section (CIF A) 

F......__ _______ ____.~ 

y q .!-, y 

I I I ■ I I ■ I • I 



• The belief numerous CATS users were utilizing roles and privileges exceeding those 
officially assigned to them thereby intentionally bypassing the intended and official use 
restrictions of the CA TS; 

• The accessing and viewing of the ePSF files for President of the United States (POTUS 
Jose h Biden and Vice-President of the United States Kamala Harris (VPOTUS) b (b)(6), 
(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) suspected as being witho�mate need-to-know and business duty ; 

• The suspected viewing or dmvnloading �!es within the CATS for!(b)(6), !DOE 
personnel without the user possessing a legitimate need-to-know and business duty in 
violation of the CATS End-User Agreement; 

• 
r

b)(6) ,  (b)(7)(C) 

without a legitimate need-to-know and business duty ; 
• The possibility of CA TS users exceeding their uniquely assigned roles and privileges 

within the CA TS; 
• !(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) !CA TS records associated with separate unique individuals being 

accessed in the CATS ,vith the users suspected as having no legitimate need-to-know or 
business duty associated with those sessions; 

• 
l
(b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 

• The possible verbal dissemination of suspected CA TS information to individuals having 
no legitimate need-to-know or business duty associated thereby in violation of the CA TS 
End-User Agreement; 

• Possible exploitation of any derogatory or other sensitive information contained within 
the CATS j(b)<z)( j where the user had no legitimate need-to-know or business duty 
associated with the session(s). 

The DOE OIG 01 determined based on detailed and extensive review of the provided CATS 
auditing logs and additional information provided by CATS team members there was a high 
probability most, if not all, of the allegations are substantiated. The DOE OIG OI also 
(b)(7)(E) 

No information was obtained indicating any criminal violations were present warranting any 
additional action to be taken by the DOE OIG 01, however, due to the extensive appearance of 
severe administrative infractions by numerous CA TS users along with CA TS system and 
software design issues this matter will be referred to the DOE OIG Hotline Director, the DOE 
OIG Office of Technology, Financial, and Analytics (OTF A), Technology Audit Group (TAG), 
and the DOE Office of Inspections, Intelligence Oversight, and Special Projects. As a result, 
this matter is being recommended for closure as all criminal investigation activities are complete. 
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Department of Energy 
Wash ing ton . DC 20585 

January 20, 2022 

I DOCUM ENT 20 

MEMORANDUM FOR: !(b)(6) , (b)(?)(C) I 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 

Cyber Investigations and Forensic Analysis Section (CIF A) 

Special Agent!(b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) I 
Cyber Investigations and Forensic Analysis Section (CIF  A) 

Case C losing Summary (OIG Fi le  No. 22-0029- 1 )  

Thi s  memorandum serves to  recommend c losure of an investigation conducted by the U .S .  
Department of Energy ( Department), Office of Inspector General (OIG), Office of 
Investigations, Cyber Invest igations and Forens ic Analysi s Section (CIF A) .  

The investigation was pred icated upon a complaint made al leging the North American E lectric 
Rel iabi 1 i ty Corporation (NERC )  paired a software program ca1 1 ed "Al ign" with another system 
cal led "Secure Evidence Locker" (SEL) to store and track al l  re1 i abi 1 i ty compl iance evidence 
under NERC' s  purview as the Federal Energy Regulatory Commiss ion (FERC) designated 
Energy Rel iab i l ity Organ ization (ERO). North American uti l ities participating in the bulk 
electri cal system are requi red to place sensitive data into Align to be cornp1 i ant with NERC 
Rel iab i 1 i ty Standards, inc luding the PO\ver Marketing Administrat ions (PMAs) . The 
complainant indicated the fol lowing: Align has no valid system security plan in violation of 
F ISMA under FIPS 200; no authority to operate in vio lation of F ISMA under F IPS 200 and 
0M B A- 1 30 ;  A1 i gn does not have the required cybersecuri ty elements; and there are foreign 
o\vnership, control or influence (FOCI)  i ssues with Align as it i s  owned by a Peoples ' Republic 
of China (PRC) company named BWise, which owned by SAi Global ,  and SAi Global is now 
owned by Baring Private Equity Asia (BPEA) based out of Hong Kong, PRC .  

The OIG determined the Department, !{b){6). {b){7){C) I Supply 
Chain Risk Management (SCRM) divis ion, conducted evaluations for both Align and SEL 
through a "Deep Dive Assessment Report (Residual Risk)" for each. These r isk assessments 
were done at the request of the Southwestern Power Administration (SWPA) due to thei r  FOCI 
concerns primari ly with SEL due to it containing sensi t ive evidence and documentat ion as 
requ ired by NERC compl iance standards. The two separate independent ri sk reports evaluated 
and scored the FOCI i ssues, but they also provided evaluations and risk assessments of numerous 
other areas .  These reports ,  however, serve to only be advisory in nature regarding the residual 
risk assessment areas and do not carry the authority as to whether or not both Align and SEL 
may be procured or  implemented . Each DOE customer i s  expected to  conduct a due  d i l igence 
and assessment of any such concerns and may find and implement methods to mitigate such 
risks . 

This  report, ind uding any attad1ments and information contained therein, is the property of the Oftice of l nspector General 

(OIG) and is for OFFIClhL U!:!E EIHL"t". The original and any copies of the report must be appropr iately controlled and 
mainta ined_ Disclosure to unauthorized persons without pri(lT 0 10  wTitten approval is s trict ly prnhihited and may subject the 

disclosing parry to l iabil ity. Unauthorized persons may include, but are not l imited to, ind ividuals referenced in the report, 
contractors, and individuals outside the Department of Energy. Pub l ic  di sclosure i s  determined by the l'reedom of 
Information Act ( Tit le 5, U .S .C., Section 5 52) and the Privacy Act (Title 5, U .S .C., Section 552a ) .  



There was no i nstance of Align or SEL present w ithi n  the DOE enterpri se with the caveat thi s  
finding was based on the voluntary i nformation provided and submitted to DOE OCIO enti t ies 
conducting the search . NERC, however, indicated Al ign and SEL would "be implemented in 
the near future" at al l  PMAs, to include SWPA, otherwise financial penalties could be imposed 
given the enforcement powers given to NERC through thei r  selection by FERC.  

No information was obtained ind icating any criminal v iolations o r  wrongdoing were present 
warranting any add itional action to be taken . As a resu lt, th is matter is being recommended for 
c losure as a1 1 prudent i nvest igative activities are complete and further expendi ture of 
investigat ive resources is not ,varranted. Th i s  matter is being referred to the Department OIG 
Hotl ine Director to determine if any further referral or actions should be taken by any other 
Department OIG entity to include, but not l imited to, the Department OIG Office of Technology, 
F inancial ,  and Analytic s (OTFA) ,  Technology Audit Group (TAG). 

{b  )(6) ,  {b  ){7){C) 

1 5 :58:2 7 -05'00' 

(b){6) ,  (b)(7)(C) 

{b){6) ,  (b)(7)(C) 

Concur : 
!(b){7)(E) 

D i  ita l l s i ned b 

b 7 E 

Date: 2022.0 1 .27 

1 2:54; 1 0 -05'00' 

Ass istant Special Agent-in-Charge 

Qli-fK" IAb us� ONLY 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

I DOCUMENT 21 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

December 9 ,  2022 

l(b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) I I Region 1 Investigat ions 
---------

l
""l'!'(b!"!")('!"!!'!6)-, (!!"!b)""!'!!!!(7'!"!')(C!!'!") __ ..., 

Special Agent l(b)(S) , (b)(?)(C) 

Clos ing Memorandum for OIG Investigation 22-003 9-1 

This  memorandum serves to recommend c losure of an invest igation conducted by the 
U . S. Department of Energy (Department), Office of Inspector General (OIG), Office of 
Investigations, Region l I nvestigations .  

The Department OIG received concerns from the Department Office of I ntel l igence and 
Counterinte ll igence ( IN) re lated to an ongo ing Office of Science (Sc ience) grant to the 
Univers ity of Maryland (Maryland), DE-SC0020682 (the Award), under the direction of 

!(b )( 6), (b )(7)( c) I was ini t ial ly flagged for a potential undi sc i osed 
foreign affil iation .  

The De artment OIG reviewed Maryland submissions to the Department w it.r.:Jlis•ted (b)(6) , (b)(7) G ILJ • • • •• • (6:)X6}; · (b)(7) a (b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) and identified numerous disc losures o · ··· ·· foreign·· • -.......... •·············· ··· ········ ·· ··· ····· ··· ·········· · (cr· · 

affil iations ,  including:  a (b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) at Shanghai J i ao Tong Universi ty 
(SJTU) fro b 6 ,  b 7 C PandaX Dark Matter and Double Beta 
Decay Experiment in China from (b)(6) ,  (b)(7)(C) ................... ......,, ............. -------,---------' 
honor/award l i sted for 20 1 0 ;  and, (b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) eking University 

(b)(6) , (b)(7) from!(b)(6) ,  (b) I While it was in it ial ly unclear whether •••• hada legal ·right-• to . ..work..in ..... . .. . 
(C) the U:S:; it was s ubseguently determined ·thatE}ad employment valid ity dates through 
(b)(6) , (b)(?) .. September 2024I· · ·· bn the Award beginning l(b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) 1 -(C) . . 

The investigation ident ified no spending or perfom1ance concerns under the Award. 
However, the l(b)(6) , (b)(7)(C) ! d id ident ify discrepancies in[3,i-ographieal · · · ?�)

(.�.) , (b)(?) 
sketch versus the proposal narrative in a renewal under the Award and requested!<b)(6) , (b)( I 
provide an updated curriculum vite (!�V), affirmatively representing to the PM tha�(b)(6) , (b)(7) !  
position with SJTU terminated in (b)( . A review of the open-source information from 
IN did not reveal any obvious d i screpancies betwee�resentation- -to -the . .. . . . . . .. .. ... . Jb)(6) , ... (b)(7) 
Department that he ended his  affil iation with SJTU and[3reportedaffihations . .in .the. ____ .. Jt;��). (b)(7) 
sc ientific  l i terature . Despite Science ' s  knowledge of potential i s sues wit}i{b)(6) ,  (b)(7 I (CJ 
affil iations ,  Science released a S46,000 supplement under the Award, for ,vhicH(b)(6), (b)(7 ! 

��(S) , �)Q'l -=���;[Jl
er, Science later dec l ined to fund a renewal proposal under the 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

MEMORANDUM 

This investigation i s  being recommended for c]osure as al l prudent investigative 
activities are complete and further expenditure of investigative resources is not 
warranted . 

(b)(6 ) ,  (b) 
(7)(C) �" 'ICbV6) I 

D.ate . .!CiU.l l:.Ll� l t  . .:ICi.�•l 

05'00' l (b )(6) ,  (b )(7)(C) I ..... ___________ ____,Region l 



DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

I DOCUMENT 22 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE : 

TO: 

December 1 6, 2022 

_l
(b_)(_

6)_
, 
_(
b
_)(?_

)
_(c_

) _____________ I Region 8 Investigat ions, 
Western Field Operations 

FROM: Special Agent l(b)(S) , (b)(?)(C) 

SUBJECT: Closing Memorandum for OI G Investigation 22-0082-1 

Thi s  memorandum recommends closure of 22-0082-1, an investigation conducted by the U . S .  
Department o f  Energy ( Department), Office of Inspector General (OIG) ,  Office of Invest igations 
(01) ,  Region 8 Investigations. 

ALLEGATION 
On July 6, 2022, the OIG received a complaint  from the U .S .  Department of State, Diplomatic 
Security Service ( DSS  ' • • d Investigat ions Branch regarding an al l egation of 
Passport Fraud by Mr. (b)(S) , (b)(?)(C) an Idaho National Laboratory ( INL) employee. 
Specifical ly, the DSS had received an al legation that Mr. !(b)(6) , ( I fals ified h is place of birth on 
his passport to avoid detect ion of criminal activities that were i n  his past 

POTENTIAL ST A TUTORY OR REGULA TORY VIOLATIONS 
This investigation was opened as an administrative case and in support of the U .S .  Department of 
State DSS .  

INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS 
The DSS investigation determined Mr. l��!��!i,0 I may have made a common error that many 
appl i cants make whi le fi l l ing out the passport appl ication. Spec ifical ly, Mr. !(b)(6) , (b ! l i sted his 
place of birth on the appl ication as where he was l iving at the t ime of the appl ication. 
Add itional ly, the DSS investigation determined the Colorado Passport Agency i ssued Mr. 
I��!���· (b) I passport with the incorrect place of  birth. Furthennore, at the time of the app l ication 
in  20 1 3  when the passport was adjudicated a copy of the birth cert ificate ,vas not kept ,vithin Mr. 
I��!��,· (b) ! records. 

Accord ing to DSS, Mr.  (b)(S) , (b) passport is set to exp ire on Decembe<l��!��/�
0 
l which wi l l  

require him to apply wit  m 6 months of the passport expiring .  DSS and the Colorado Passport 
Agency agreed to place a l ookout on Md(b)(6) , (b)(7 !next passport appl ication, ,,vhich ,,..,m requi re 
Mq(b)(6) ,  (b I to be adjudicated as a first-time appl icant. At that time, Mr_ !(b)(6) , (b !wi l l  be 
required to provide h is birth certificate as part of the app l ication proces s  which w i l l  then be 
verified, and a copy placed within his  appl i cation records. Based upon their i nvestigative 
findings, DSS has closed their investigation. 

t c nmrna) Era! 



DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
MEMORANDUM 

01 determined Mr. (b)(5), (b) oes not have a clearance. Additionally, it was detennined Mr. !(b)(6), (b ! has outstanding legal matters in the State ofNew Mexico and Mr. (b)(6), (b isclosed the matters to INL officials. These matters are set for trial in b 6 b 7 C INL is a1lowing Mr. l(b)(6) ,  Ito continue to work pending the outcome of the legal matters. 
£b)£Z)£G) 

RECOMMENDATION I recommend case closure as DSS closed their investigation and OI support is no longer needed. Additionall due to the preceding infom1ation, no administrative actions are being pursued against Mr. (b)(6), (b)(6) (b)(7) Dir•t •red b¥b)(6), (b ! (C) ' i(b (6 ,_ . 
Dot�: 2022 , 1 2 . 1 6 06: 1 9:44 
-07'00' Signature Indicates Concurrence 

l (b )(6) ,  (b )(7)(C) 
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VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
(b)(6), (b)(?)(C) 

Dearl (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 

De part ment of Ene rgy 

Wash i n g to n ,  DC 20585 

July 30, 202 1 

I DOCUMENT 23 

Complaint of ! (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) L'lgainst 
Al l i ance for Sustainable Energy , LLC.  
OIG Case No. 2 1 -000 1 -W 

This letter is in reference to the whistleblower retaliation complaint you fi led with the U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE), Office of Inspector General (OIG), pursuant to Title 4 1 ,  United 
States Code, Section 47 1 2, "Enhancement of contractor protection from reprisal for disclosure of 
certain information" ( Section 47 12). 
The OIG previously requested a 1 80-day extension to complete the whistleblower investigation 
involving your complaint. However. per written communicat ion to th is  office by your legal 
counse] . you decl ined to consent to an extension of your whist]eblower i nvestigation. Further. 
you have advised the OIG that you will be bringing this same claim of retaliation to U. S .  District 
Court for the District of Colorado. 
Consequently .  the O IG wi11 not continue an inqui ry i nto thi s  matter pursuant to Section 4 7 1 2. 
S pecifically , the OIG will close the investigation without any adverse determinations , findings, 
orders , or other actions against the contractor. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact our Hot] ine at : IG Hotl ine@hq.doe.gov , or 800-54 1- 1625. 

S incerely, 
(b)(6), (b)(?)(C) 

Hotl ine Operat ions and Whistleblower 
Investigations 
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