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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20223

Freedom of Information Act Program
Communications Center

245 Murray Lane, S.W., Building T-5, Mail Stop 8205
Washington, D.C. 20223

Date: October 23, 2023

File Number: 20230915
Dear Requester:

This is the final response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, originally received
by the United States Secret Service (Secret Service) on September 29, 2023, for information
pertaining to the most recent Protective Intelligence Briefs pertaining to the following organizations:

Proud Boys
Oath Keepers
Three Percenters
QAnon

After a detailed review of all potentially responsive records, 14 pages were released and no pages
were withheld in their entirety. After considering the "Foreseeable Harm" standard, outlined in
Title S U.S.C § 552(a)(8)(A)(1) and Department of Justice guidance, exemptions under FOIA
Statute Title 5 U.S.C. § 552, and/or the PA Statute Title 5 U.S.C. § 552a, have been applied where
deemed appropriate.

Enclosed are the documents responsive to your request, as well as a document that explains the
exemptions in more detail. Withheld information is pursuant to the exemptions marked below.

Section 552 (FOIA)
(b) (1) ®©2) (b) (3) Statute:
(b) (4) (b)) (b) (6) b @A) G @B
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Please be advised, in the processing of this FOIA request, no fees are being assessed.



If you deem our decision an adverse determination, you may exercise your appeal rights. Should
you wish to file an administrative appeal, your appeal should be made in writing and received
within ninety (90) days of the date of this letter, by writing to: Freedom of Information Appeal,
Deputy Director, U.S. Secret Service, Communications Center, 245 Murray Lane, S.W., Building
T-5, Washington, D.C. 20223. If you choose to file an administrative appeal, please explain the
basis of your appeal and reference the case number listed above.

Additionally, you have the right to seek dispute resolution services from the Office of
Government Information Services (OGIS) which mediates disputes between FOIA requesters
and Federal agencies as a non-exclusive alternative to litigation. Please note that contacting the
Secret Service’s FOIA Program and/or OGIS is not an alternative to filing an administrative
appeal and does not stop the 90-day appeal clock. You may contact OGIS at: Office of
Government Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi
Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001. You may also reach OGIS via e-mail at
ogis@nara.gov, telephone at 202-741-5770/toll free at (877) 684-6448, or facsimile at (202) 741-
5760.

If you need any further assistance, or would like to discuss any aspect of your request, please
contact our FOIA Public Liaison Kevin Tyrrell, at (202) 220-1819. Alternatively, you may send an
email to foia@usss.dhs.gov.

FOIA File No. 20230915 is assigned to your request. Please refer to this file number in all future
communication with this office.

Sincerely,

Kevin L. Tyrrell
Freedom of Information Act Officer

Office of Intergovernmental and Legislative Affairs

Enclosure:
FOIA and Privacy Act Exemption List
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investigation by Special Counsel Robert Mueller was a front for former President Trump’s investigation
into the deep state.

The proliferation of QAnon conspiracies into mainstream politics has resulted in some individuals running
for elected office in order to expose the deep state. Two individuals elected to Congress in 2020 have
expressed support for QAnon.

Other notable QAnon related incidents are as follows:

On November 2, 2020, a QAnon channel on Telegram released a post adorned with images of the
Proud Boys, Patriot Action Network, the Oath Keepers, and the Three Percenters along with an
announcement of a supposed meeting of “patriot groups” in Florida to discuss action for the US
presidential election. There is no indication such a meetup occurred.

On October 22, 2020, a QAnon Telegram channel shared an opinion article written by former
General Michael Flynn, in which he claimed there was a “leftist” and “elitist takeover” thwarting
the “will of the American people.”
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In November 2018, a local police officer working security in Hollywood, FL, was photographed
wearing a QAnon patch as Vice President Pence spoke to officers at the conclusion of a visit. Once
the image was shared on Vice President Pence’s twitter it was circulated online stoking
controversy. The post was taken down and the officer was reprimanded and reassigned.

In June 2018, a man blocked the Hoover Dam access road and initiated a standoff during which
he held a sign in his vehicle that read, “Mr. President release the reports.” After a peaceful end,
the man wrote a letter to the USSS that included the QAnon slogan, “Where we go one, we go
all.”

Despite its origins as a conspiracy theory with a predominantly US nexus, the movement has spawned an
international following leading to localized hybridization of the conspiracy narrative. This lends credibility
to the movement by reinforcing the widespread nature and reach of the deep state to QAnon believers.

On October 22, 2020, a German-language QAnon channel posted a photo depicting political
leaders, on both the left and the right, in a noose. The same channel posted altered photos of
former President Trump placing a noose around the necks of former President Obama and former
First Lady Clinton.
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