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lSUBJ'ECT: Space Fragment S ‘|
- !
REF: Kathmandu 4685 Aug 28, 1968; State 114584, Feb

1. Reftel noted Foreign Secretary KHANAL intended

| explore possibility space objects examined by US team

/in August 1968 being brought to US for analysis. We
f
continue to be interested in the fragments but are not

certain about their present status. If Embassy per-

L

ceives no objection, request you make low key inquiry

3

of whereabouts and disposition of fragments, unless E

E

of course Embassy already has information that objects =
'have been released to claimant and no longer in HNepal. -

‘2. If items still have not been claimed and remain
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under GON custody you may repeat previous offer at
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appropriate level to undertakes complete laboratory
analysis in US to determine origin and technical
characteristics of fragments, with results to be fully
shared with GON. In order to obtain complete data,
largest amount available of rocket nozzle debris would

be required, and analysis would be destructive, although

residue could be returned if desired.
. party to

3. You may note that as/EGEeeniepoet Outer Epa?e Treaty %
and the Assistance and Return Agreement, both which now in force @
/we respect right of originating nation to space fragments

but if there has been no claimant in course of last
year We as space nation are interested in all aspects
of space flight including effects of reentry and would
be interested in examining items for this purpose and
assisting GON in determining origin.
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Probe into Soviet.
‘Shelling’ Stavted |

The Morilims Sofnly Agency [M3A) Fridoy saried a
full-scale investigotion te delermino what hoad actoally
jallen on the No 1 Shinei Maru off the Sovial Moritime
Territory of Siboria on domaging the i,ﬁ-ﬁ.—-‘lnn\
freighfer and injuring four crew mamber:, ons seriously.

Tha fpst . radlo Poport ﬂu'.ﬂ'qu- b T Rt SR
that the shilp had been ghellsd. ) long heavy wihite phecs of T8

hat, Jater  MEA  nnd Dofense fual  tha pooked WEe o wae
Agency oxperis said  ghat they | framment aith s iving.
Bellesred the faliing oblecis wers e winig o ohad . Raes
eliher  miksile  TUHEMCTLE Vromin anad | moarmeera  prele
i JLow ko Em\ I

ASA ontaired a hm‘mb\ The Pussian wWords inel

il of  frogments which  thedthoze mEaning = Lype,  ®
ghinel Mara brought home zslinstrument namber and
evidence, and asked the De-|number.

fense Ageney to anolyze 'Lhﬂm.\ Skipper Masao Takara
The Shinel Maru  erew  nad | MSA investigators nat

concealed the fragments under jden nolze was neard

ft= load of Russian Jumberilumns of waler shot o

during a Soviet inspection of | D00 melers  off  Une

the ship immediately after the |side of his ship.
“shelling” = occurred kilo-1  Seconds after, Ak

off De-Kastri Por hit his ship, tearing

R e Ter Mamitime  Territory. | diffevent  places.
A Other fragments were confis-|broken in cabin p
. cated by the Soviet authorities. the radio antenna
G The freighter returned 10] An MBA official
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e Nanao Port, Ishikawak \falling  f
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| -INF0: Amembassy LONDON I Authority f/A/) F49000

JOINT STATE/DEFENSE  _ Sp /G

REF: A) Kathmandu 4685 notal; B) State 221876; C) New Delhi &
DAO MSG 0006 Aug 68; D) State 11L58) Gy

Subject: MOONDUST

1. We are concerned cver what Nepalese and others might read in

written report or any statements implying fragments could be of
Chineas origin. Eumhxzt:tﬁmuﬂtxxmtHngtxﬂntx:mtnﬂntxmﬁxh;xxtﬂxﬂ

axkly

2. Pending determination mentioned para lj ref D, Embassy should

not raise subject with GON. If GON raises subject, you should

reply you uninstructed pending scompleticn analysia of informaticn
J derived from team visit.
| 3, NEW DELHI: Inatructions will be sent when analysis completed.
| GP=3 END

Authority ¥AD 959000
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INFO CIAE Q2,270 W

B ZAE3IERZ AUG &8
FH AMEMBASSY KATHMaNDU
TO SECSTATE WASHDC L&4s

SECRET KATHMANDU 4685
DECLASSIFIED

LIMDIS/NOFORN Authority MDD T59000

CoOouR ROELCOTUEREDE o 0n PILY.
PASS. DEFENSE

REF: STATE 221878 — S P /#
I« AMBASSADORs HILATT AND DEFENSE TECHNICIANS,
SWORTZEL AND VAN WINKLEs CALLED OW FOREIGN SicﬁﬁT*R? KEfH;L
AUGUST 25 TD PRESENT PRELIHINARY REPORT OF TEAM'S Fi”ﬁ'“ﬁ
ON' UNIDENTIFIED SPACE OBRJECTS M GON POSSESSIONS REPD"Tﬁ
AHICH WILL BE FORWARDED THROUGH APPROPRIATE 000! CHANNELE
MADE UNEGUIVOCAL' STATEMENT THAT OBJECTS NOT OF UsSt ORIGIN.
[T CONCLUDED, ON BASIS OF EXAMINATION AND COLLATERAL
TRACKING DATA, THAT SOME PIECES COULD BE OF SONEET '
ORIGIN, POSSIALY COSMOS 228 WHICH HE-ENQEEEETT:iSE*“T” 3
MR E NIGHT OF MaRCH 25 958 E
:;¥EETHi§uEEgﬁ;Irugr BECAUSE SOVIET ROCKET TECHNOLOGY HAS
HAD PROFOUND INFLUENCE ON CHINESE ROCKET DEVELOPHENT
DEFINITE IDENTIFICATION OF LAUNCHING AUTHORITY BY U.Se
TECHNICIANS WOULD BE POSSIBLE ONLY AFTER FURTHER
EXAMINATION IN THE UsSe UNDER LARORATORY CONDITIONS.
POINT ALSO HMADE THAT SOME PIECES APPEARED TO BE FROM
DIFFERENT SPACE OBJECT WHIC+ LIKELY FELL ON A DIFFERENT

DATE'»

2+ FOREIGMN SECRETARY EXPRES:ZD APPRECIATION FOR
INFORHATION AND QUESTIONED U3 CLOSELY ABOUT HOW DOUBT

AS TO ORIGIN COULD RE RESOLVEDs ALTHOUGH HE SAID! IT
WAS UNLTXELY aALL OBJECTS COULD BE RELEASED FOR DECLASSIFIED

Authoriy VA/D 49000
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EXAMINATION IN UsSe; HE THOUGHT THAT
NAVE DEFINITIVE IDENTIFICATION OF OWNERSHIP IT MIGHT BE

PUSSIBLE TO GET GOVERNMENT AGREEMENT TO ALLOW SOME
FIECES TO BE TAKEN TO THE U+S. FOR FURTHER EXAMINATIONS

HE PROMISED TO INDUIRE AND ADVISE AMBASSADOR RESULTS
1S EFFORTSe IN RESPONSE TO AMBASSADOR!S QUESTION AROUT

AHICH OTHER COUNTRIES HAVE SHOWN [NTEREST IN OBJECTS:

FOREIGN SECRETARY REFPLIED THAT INDIA AND CHIMA HAVE
ASKED TO SEE OBJECTS. BOTH ONLY TOOK PICTURES. THE

SOVIETS HAVE SHOWN NO INTEREST AT ALL®

AS GONM ANXIOUS TO

J. WHILE WE CANNOT PREDICT GON WILLINGNESS ALLOW us TO

SEND BACK SOME FPIECES OF OBJECTS, SITUATION APPEARS TO

FAYOR THIS COURSEs GON HaS NO USE FOR ORJECTS OMCE

POSSIBLE LAUNCHING AUTHORITIES HAVE REEN GIVEN CHANCE
IF IT

TO CLAIM THEM. SOVIET LACK OF INTEREST
CONTINUES, WOULD LEAVE OWNERSHIP PERPETUALLY IN DOUBT
AND GON SEEMS DESIROUS To RESLOVING POSSIBLE! QUESTION

OF CHINESE DRIGIMs
4+ FOREIGN SECRETARY AGAIN REQUESTED MO PUBLICITY BE

GIVEN TO THIS MATTER.
x W SRR o o LT R AT R

4 DECLASSIFIED
Authority SA/D 49000
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SUBJECT : Nepalese Communication

REF
N T
i copy of a
il 7 Enclosed is afnote from the SYG-UN, dated August 21, 1968,
i transmitting the text of a communication from the Nepalese UN

SUoGELTED OIET RIBLTIOMN

Representative concerning certain metallic pieces discovered on
Nepalese territory which are believed to be parts of an object
launched into space,

The note states that Nepal, having failed to identify them and
determine the launching authority, and in the spirit of the agree-
ment on the rescue of astronauts, the return of astronauts and

the return of objects launched into outer space, has decided to

E—

' | to: |actien | infe. nivicis] open them for examination by interested states and return them |
Auws to the launching authority on identification. |
[L2-1 9 |
EC oM
e o BUFFUM
T A |

I
AID ﬁ{_,.' ] |
n Enclosures:
1, Copy of note from —
the SYG-UN DECLASSIFIED o
2, Nepalese Communication } Authority YA/D) 159000 =
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Az
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CRONESY

The Permanent Representative of Nepal
to the United Nations presents his compliments
to the Secretary-General of the United Naticns
and has the honour to transmit herewith the
following communication from H.E. K.N. Bista,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Nepal to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations.

*The Deputy Prime Minister of HNepal
has the honour to inform the Secretary-General
of the United Nations that certain metallic
pieces discovered in Nepalese territory are
believed as parts of object launched into
space. His Majesty's Government have failed
to identify them and determine launching
authority. In spirit of Agreement on the
reascue of Astronauts, the return of Astronauts
and the returnd objects launched into ocuter
space, His Majesty®s Goverrment have decided
to open them for examination by interested
states and return them to launching authority
on receipt of identifying data. Highest
consideration.”

The Permanent Representative of Nepal
Lo the United Nations avails himself of
this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations the assurances
of his highest consideration.

—m.
DECLASSIFIED

Authority YA/[) 769000 16 July 1968
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The Secretary-General of the United Nations presents
' his complisents %O the Permanent Represeatative of
the Usnited States of

Aserics to the (United NHations

and haz the honour to transmit, for the information of his Gowermment,

- m R

the text of the attached communication dated 16 July 1968 fram the
Permanent Representative of Nepal to the United Bations.

DECLASSIFIED
l Aoty Y 4D *49000 21 Augast 1968
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REFS: a. USDAD Kathmandu 265; b. USDAQ New Delhi 0004 g
S
1. Based on examinatiom of photos prewviously provided by Q‘Q
DATT, determination has been made by DIA that potential value
of physical examination of fragment by US experts sufficiently
justifies dispatching team to NE Nepal. In response to GON
invitation submitted by UNSYG and in accordance with approval
of GON and Embassy reported reference a two man team plans
'%"% arrive Kathmandu 1530 August 21 via IAC. Team desires access I
% to greatest possible extent but will be governed, of course,
by arrangements dictated by GON. If, as indicated by pre-
| liminary examination of photos and by tracking data, fragment
is part of Soviet rocket body (Cosmos 208), team is authorized

@ | advise GON object appears to be of Soviet origin. If examina-
)

Sestad b %ﬂj Tal [ Talapuugll) Mikisduitin and _‘1:1
S5CI:DWBowie:vml 8/15/68 &?51 chointiiakon wsrered b, BCL = D. W. Bowie

T NER/ ING-Miss Obrien ~Mr. Reis;> EUR/SOV-Fr. HEEEracEen-@ﬁ'_
G/PM - Mr. Fulton; EEUREBH ~ Mrs. Seasword;is DIA~Mr. Hill;
INR/RSF=Mr. Perez

SECRET - NOFORN

et Awhority YA} 159000
FORM e 2as Classification
ses U \\
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indicates otherwise, team is to request further guidance

from Washington. Any public statement 1s responsibility

of GON.
2. British Defense Intelligence Liaison Office here requested

approval from MOD for team enroute to Nepal to meet with
appropriate individuals in London re results UK sxaminatinni*rr

of three other objects recovered Nepal. HMG concurrence

received August 15 and team scheduled arrive London between

August 16 and 18.

3. In view Indian Air Forece interest in object, we hope be
able to relay informally to IAF our determination as to -

origin based on expert examination.

DECLASSIFIED
| Awhority 4D 169000
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FH AMEMBASSY KATHMaNDU

TO SECSTATE WaASHpDC PRIOQRITY 4285
INFO AHEMBASSY LOMDON PRICRITY
DIA WASHDC

SECDEF WASHDC

'Hﬁ ;ht:
SECRET 400 S :
e ——T v HF
PAGE @1 KATHHMA @g&253 1588522 DECLASSIFIED Lo
2 Authority SA/D 769000 e %?Hh
E§§
b‘a

2 ECRET KATHMANDU #7258

LIMDIS
e

SUBJECT: SPACE OBJECTS

le BRITISH AMBASSADOR (KELLAS) INFORMED ME LAST NIGHT
(JULY 18) IN ABSOLUTE CONFIDENCE' THAT NEPALESE CIC GENERAL
SURENDRA SHAH AMD CGS GENERAL BASNAYAT HAD APPROACHED HIM
SOME TIME AGO TO ASK BRITISH ASSISTANCE IN IDENTIFYING
UNIDENTIFIED FLY[NG OBJECTS. BRITISH VIEWED THEMs TOOK
PICTURES AND "BITS ANMD PIECES™ CAPABLE OF BEING EASILY
TRANSPORTED HAVE BEEN SHIPPED TO LONDONe ONLY ONE VERY
LARGE ORJECT REMAINS HERE' APPARENTLY: AMBASSADOR KELLAS
DOES NOT KNOW WHETHER MFA AWARE OF THIS ACTION AND
INCLINED TO DOUBT IT« I TOLD AMBASSADOR KELLAS THAT ON
CONFIDENTIAL BASIS THROUGH MILITARY CHANNELS WE HAD ALSO
SEEN SOME OF OBJECTS AND RECEIVED PHOTOS BUT WERE
INTERESTED IN MORE COMPETENT INSPECTIONs I ALSO SPECULATED
[BASED ON INFORMATION FROM JAPANESE AMBASSADOR) THAT
INDIANS MAY HAVE BEEN ACCORDED SAME TREATMENT AS WE

WAD THROUGH THEIR CONTACTS IN MILITARYs ALL THIS COULD
POSE EMBARRASSING PROBLEM FOR NEPALESE WHEN OBJECTS
UNVEILED FOR INSPECTION DO' NOT TALLY WITH WHAT WE
PRIVATELY KNOW THEY HAVE. BRITISH AMBASSADOR AGREED

BUT STRESSED ESSENTIALITY OF PROTECTING INFORMATION

WHICH WE WAS SHARING WITH ME IN CONFIDENCEs HE SAID

HE ASSUMED LONDON WOULD ACQUAINT US IN ANY CASE WITH
RESULTS OF THEIR INSPECTIOMS

GP-1 LAISE = “SriUe by my ~ DECLASSIFIED

SEERET Authority JAD 769000
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ACTION SCI @5

S9-41-L

INFO MEA 132INR @7.CIAE 20sNSAE @2,D0DE B2.NASA @4,05T @126PM B4asL 23

10 13,RSC @12RSR @1,/052 W
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FM AHMEMBASSY KATHMHAND
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY &195 Awbority YAD T59000

Ll L T Dl 4 THMANDU G250

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE SPACE HATEH];>
SP /b
REF1 KATHHAMNDU'ES A=2p3 AMD PREVIOUSE USDADMS @287 JULY &8

le IN LETTER TO AMBASSADOR YESTERDAY, FOREIGN SECRETARY
ADVISED OF GON DECISION TO PERMIT EXAMINATION [AND EVENTUAL
RETURN TO LAUNCHING AUTHORITY IF IDENTIFICATION MADE) OF
METALLIC PIECES BELIEVED TO BE POSSIBLE COMPONENTS OF SPACE
NaJECT WHICH GON HAS BEEN UNABLE IDENTIFY OR DETERHMINE
LAUNCHING AUTHORITY (SEE DAO'S p2e7).

2s DCM THAMKED DHITAL AT MFA TODAY FOR THIS OFPPORTUMNITY
AND gAiD HE ASSUMED WE MIGHT HAVE ONE OR TWO EXPERTS FROH
WASHINGTON COME TO MAKE EXAMINATEONs DHITAL SAID THIS
JOULD BE FINE AND INDICATED THAT WE CcOULD» IF WE WISHEDS
WORK OUT DETAILS OF EXAMINATION DIRECTLY WITH DEFENSE
MINISTRYs HE KNEw OF NO TIME LIHITATION ON OPPORTUNITY
EXAMINE OBJECTSs WHEN DATT PAID PERSONAL CALL ON DEPUTY
BRIME MINISTER BISTA LATER TODAYs LATTER ALSO INDICATED
THERE WOULD BE No RESTRICTION OM EXAHINATION OF OBJECTS

AND PHOTOGRAPHY wOULD BE PERMITTED.

10T
HLVd
“dHd
“HOIAA0

A THLAIBEVTID

-
"

3., WE ARE CONSULTING DEFENSE MINISTRY 70 SEE IF EMBASSY
REPRESENTATIVES CAN HAVE PRELIMINARY ACCESS NOMW WlTHOUT
PREJUDICE TO LATER EXAMINATION BY EXPERTS.

6} EXEMPT uIval EUNHUEM 1;', B —
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MEMORANDUM TO: OPR/FAIM - Mr. Price M

FROM: A/CDC - Clayton E- McManaway i@ ER ’

SUBJECT: Change of Document Classification to CONFIDENTIAL : v
S5 ré

Ineluded in the documents of FOI Case No. 7900523 are four documents (Mo.
177 Memeon with Soviet Embassy: Mo. 179, Memcon with Soviet Embassy,
No. 180, Note to the Soviet Embassy, and f July
have been denied to the requester under EO 12065 1-301 (b} and (d) and

under Paragraph (b) (1) of Title 5 USC 332 - ! >

| have accordingly exercised my authority under Section 1-606 of the
Executive Order to classify the four documents CONFIDENTIAL. Please
make the appropriate changes in the Department's record copies of the
documents.

Authority MAD 769000
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PAGE @1 MEXICO ¢855°7 esesnoz Authority WALD. 269000 e
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ACTION ARA 19

/6o o2ty

INFO SCI @5,GPM 23,000 21sNSC 18,NASA @4,RSC O|,L @3,INR @7sP Okq
..-"""Ff_.
CIA P4,NSAE @0,USIA 12,AC0A 17,0ST @1,RSR @1,/092 MW

R BASA&SZ AUG BT
FHM AMEMBASSY MEXICO
TOD SECSTATE HWASHDC 3864

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MEXICO B87
JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE

SUBJECT: FALLEN SPACE OBJECT IDENTIFIED AS US
REFt MEXICO CITY 3853 =@ N

|« DEFENSE ATTACHE [CRAWFORDIWAS INFORMED AUG. & BY DEFENSA
THAT GOM ORDNANCE OFFICIALS WERE EXAMINING

SPHERE TWO FEET IN DIAMETER WHICH FOUND IN CHIAPAS ON

JULY 13

PAGE 2 RUESHMO 557 LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

2+ ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE FOR AIR ATTACHE (HOELICHI

TO EXAMINE IT AUGs 7 AT 102@AA«Ms HE MADE POSITIVE
IDEMTIFICATION OF US TITANIUM GAS STOWAGE .SPHERE s

SECTION OF SPHERE HAD BEEN CUT AWAY AND VARTOUS TEST RORINGS
MADE BY GOM ORDNANCE OFFICIALS.

3« DEFENSE AUTHORITIES WILL ADVISE EMBASSY REGARDING
PROCEDURE FOR RETURN OF SPACE OBJECT.

k<« UNLESS EMBASSY INSTRUCTED OTHERWISEs AIR ATTACHE
WiLL TRANSPORT SPACE OBJECT WHEN RETURNED TO KELLY

DECLASSIFIED
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE Authority VAID 749000
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B AMEMBASSY MEXICO
70 SECSTATE WASHDC
SATE GRNC

g

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MEXICO 33€

JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE
qJBJECT ¢ POSSIBLE SPaACE O3JECT FALLS IN CHIAPAS

1. EMBASSY RECEIVED TELEGRAM THIS MORNING FROM CHILON, STATE OF
HIAPAS, INFORMING THAT "SATELLITE R SIMILAR OBJECT"™ FELL THERE

N JULY 13, :

2, APPROPRIATE GOM AUTHORIT IES HAVE BEEN INFORMED INFORMALLY
(F REFORT, WHICH CANNOT BE VER IFLiED BY ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE

10 EMBASSY.
S WILL ADVISE SOONEST RESULT GOM INVEST IGAT LON.

EEUAN DECLASSIFIED 'i

Authority AN D 167000
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3)BJECT : RETURN OF SPACE FRAGMENT :
REF: MEXICO GITY 4895 AND STATE 152215
“|. SPACE FRAGMENT WAS OFFICIALLY TURNED OVER TO US CUSTODY
THIS MORNING, PURSUANT EMBASSY'S REQUEST IN NOTE OF MARCH l4.
2. IN QIE ACTA DE ENTREGA UNQTE SIGNING OVER TITANIUM SPHERE,
REASON GIVEN FOR DELAY IS QTE STUDY AND ANALYSIS ORDERED BY
dIPER [0 AUTHORITY UNGTE, THIS APPEARS TO HAVE ENTAILED ABOUT
FIFTEEN TEST BORINGS INTO METAL AND CUTTING AWAY OF SECT ION
(F SPHERE.

 AlR ATTACHE WILL TRANSPORT CRATED SPHERE TO KELLY AFB MAY
ia ?'r:-a TEAHESHIFHEHT 70 FOREIGN TEGHNOLOGY DIVISION, WRITHT =
FTTERSON AF3 IN ACCORDANCE USAF INSTRUCT ION RECEIVED APRIL 1l.

4 PLEASE ADVISE NASA AND DI1A.

LLARBOR N T e —— e
: 2 DECLASSIFIED
Note: Copres seat: S/S-D ﬂ.ulhuﬁtyﬂjﬂ_ié_ﬂ_}ﬂa
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S= | ACION:  Arembassy MEXICO CITY oS S o €
| INFO:  Amconsul MONTERREY BECLASSIFIED | =
| sTATE: /& J;lfji. authority YA D 167000 -
(i
REF: MEXICO 4599 5
| Embaszsy requested arrange with forelgn office for space fragﬁmnt, which '.j:""
dofinttely Identified as o US orlgin, be turned over to Embassy. Embassy O

should ship by most expeditions means to NASA Headquarters, Code MAG
(Attention Richard Schulherr) 600 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington,
D.C. 20546; Shipping expenses Lo ba, charged to NASA.

Since analysis of results of exposure of fragment to space enyironment of
selentific interest and since chance of effective analysis diminishes rapidly,

vecelpt of fragment in Washington desired ASAP. FYI: Nevertheless,

selentific value of analysis would not repeat not warrant undue pressure on
scientific value of analysis would not repeat not warrant undue pressure on
GOM for immediate release. Establishment of principle of ownership and
orderly turning over |}1~acedﬁ1'& more important in this case. This orderly

fm

i procedure, however, should take only reasonably short time. NASA will

turn over fragment to DOD since it identified as DOD launch vehicle. END
FYL. - T € K

i e | e =

st NASA¥ FMantner 2
SCLIDW E%'.' ledg 3/9/67
ARA/Mex: Boles

ORI S ———" S |

AT5] | comtimien wered snSCL =T, H. E. Nesbitt
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NSA STATE GRNC e
DOD EH ! DECLASSIFIED

NASA ' Authority YA/) 749000

MITED “'""[;u USE MEXICO 4899

REF MEXKICO 4821

RSR 3
SUBd S GPACE rFRAGHRER!]

ORNINE IN-OFFICE OF

I« ABCANETHY EXANINED SPACE r"fr'll”-‘l"-'l THIS ¥

?T"¢:fuf lﬂnbl‘ﬂ *“TEL'r?f ARSENAL . HT VAS ACCOMPANIED BY MACKAY
A Ivi -". ; a-l:nll "{TT E_ :1 |'-||-1Tlavfi.r. ,:JC“'I'I‘-?T ":DE L.ﬂ. R‘ﬂSﬂJ-

Z. FROM EXAMINATION OF ARTIFACT ABERMETHY E5TABLISKED CONCLUSIVELY
IT 15 UE SaANUFACTURED TITANIUN GAS STOWAGE SPHERE FROM TITAN

TIT=C UPPER STAGE.

3+ ABERNCTRY .,m TEVES FROM STUDY OF AVAILABLE REPORTS REGARDING
EXACT TIME adND SINCHXSTANCES RE-ENTHY MIGH PROBABILITY SPHERE WAS
PART OF ROCKET LAUNCHSD BY DOD WHICH RE-ENTERED FEB 7 AFTER
LAUNCHING SEVEN COMHUNWICATIONS SATELLITES.

. ASTANETHY RETURNING HASHINGTON MARCH 7 DN EASTERN 994 AND WILL
."".-.”'.-'.. r ,_.J.l... Rl‘..PGI'?Ll

iy |  DECLASSIFIED
Authority JA/D 969000
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TO RUEHC/ SECSTATE WASHDC ' L

ZEN/ AYCONGEN MONTERREY

STATE GRNC e =

iy 7 DECLASSIFIED

BNCLAS MEXICH AR2] Authority M) T69000

SUBJ: SPACE FIAGMENT
DEPARTYFNT' S | 454291,

1. COPERNACION HAS BFEN INFORMFD OF nEERNETﬁT'S PL ANS AND
WILL FACILITATE HIS MISSION BOTH IN MONTERREY AND MEXIcO ~ITY.

Za :FERFTnFT ECHEVARRIA HAS AUTHORIZED INSPECTION OF SParck
FRACXENT IN MEXTCO CITY BY NASA OFFICIAL 1JPON PRIOR MOTIFICAT ION
BY EMRASSY OF DATE AND TIME REQUESTED.

<« CONCFN: MONTERREY INFORMED BEY TELEPHONE.
FREEM AN
AT

L

e S e 1 o R
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Amembassy MEXICO CITY

i ACTION
| Amconsul MONTERREY

g "
LT .

:' STATE: /“ &Y 7| DECLASSIFIED
i Lt Aulhﬂ]’i-ﬂ"ﬁiﬂﬂ a4 ?Eﬂ':j
o REF: 145577 L?’t; o 1o

Despite report suspected fragment now in Mexico City
Abernethy wishes discuss with Consulate Monterrey initially

and will proceed from there to Mexico City for examination

of the suspected fragmenﬁ. ETA £ Monterrey remains firm.

Amembassy Mexico City requested assure if possible that

suspected fragment will be available for examination.
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Aslion VICICESAZ25VVY  MOah46 s
oy 00 AUTHC BeT MR | Pl 5 0d)

: DT PUFSHO 4172 2425145 3 0 / 8
or ZNY cceee

02171257 AR 67 N

cpw. FY AMEMBASSY MEXTCO X
o T0 RUFHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE U
ARA INFO ZEN/ AMCONSUL MONTERREY DECLASSIFIED \x“- \
2 STATE GRNC :

[0 R | Aubority WD 269000 | X
- THR SR
”,f{ LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ¥EXICO 4772

[}
AODA SUBJ: SPACE FRAGRENT
NASA - orFe STATE 1455773 MACKAY-LEONHARDY TELECON.

ST .
ﬁqﬁ . SECY ECHEVARRIA HAS INFORMED FEMB THAT SUSPECTED SPACE FRAGMENT
= MAS BEEN MOVED FROY MONTERREY TO MEXICO CITY.

2. ACCORADINGLY, ARERNETHY SHOULD PROCEED NIRECTLY MEXICO GITY
INGTREAD OF MONTERREY.TO CONDUCT INSPECTION FOR NASA. EMEB MAKING
HOTEL RESFRVATIONS MEXICO CITY FOR WIM THROUGH MARCH & AND WILL
MEET AT AIRPORT.

3. CONGEN MONTERREY ADVISED OF FOREGOING BY TELEPHONE., PLEASE
AVISE SOONEST NEW ETA MEXICO CITY FOR ABERNETHY.

FREEMAN
BT

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S$/S-0, WHITE HOUSE, USIA 3-1-67 5:10 PM

L
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“4:"1 ACTION: Amconsul MONTERREY
|

Fom oclT USE oMLY
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=g INFO: Amembassy MEXICO CITY EBlu v ddin b

| = sTatE: Y5527

|
| SUBJ: Space Fragment
i
|
|

Leo Abernethy, NASA official to arrive Monterrey

4.8 84/

March 2 1505 local time via Mexican Airline £light #715.
Hotel reservations requested through March 6 and Consulate
representative meet him on arrival if possible. Request

notification soonest if suspected Eragmeﬁ: moved from

Monterrey. e L A
DECLASSIFIED
Authority A/D 149000 |

l | end RUSE
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“4:"1 ACTION: Amconsul MONTERREY
|
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=g INFO: Amembassy MEXICO CITY EBlu v ddin b

| = sTatE: Y5527

|
| SUBJ: Space Fragment
i
|
|

Leo Abernethy, NASA official to arrive Monterrey

4.8 84/

March 2 1505 local time via Mexican Airline £light #715.
Hotel reservations requested through March 6 and Consulate
representative meet him on arrival if possible. Request

notification soonest if suspected Eragmeﬁ: moved from

Monterrey. i TR
DECLASSIFIED
Authority /A/D 769000 |

l | end RUSE
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GPM FM AMCONSIL MONTERREY P4 =
ARA TO RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHDC g
P INFO ZEN /AMEMBASSY MEXICO B X
USIA STATE GRNC 2
NSC BT
INR INCLAS MONTERREY |68
CIA
NSA REF : MONTERREY 156
DOD
ACDA PRESS TODAY REPORTS FULLY ON DISCOVERY AND HANDLING OF OBJECT
NASA INCLUDING ITS HAVING BEEN TURNED OVER TO CONGEM. EL NORTF ADDS

)

THAT IT WaAS RECOVERED BY STATE OFFICIALS AND PLACED AT DISPOSITION
YINISTRY GOBERNACION WHICH WILL SEND IT TO MEXICO CITY FOR
EXAMINATION, JAMISON
INQTE
aT e ) .
! DECLASSIFIED
Authority A'A/D 94 ?@QJ
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. UEHC

T“I-T DE RUESMO 4623 511989 \&\\E\

e ZNR ULUUU \ &

ARA P 2@0185& FEB &7 &

INE FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO Gl184¢24 Y

L34 TO RUEHC/SECSTATEW WASHDC PRIORITY

INFO ZEN/AMCONGEN MONTERREY PRIORITY : r 3029

30D STATE GRNC el g 3

ACDA BT

NAZA UNCLAS MEXICO 4623

(7 a s

LT
-]

s
il ag

STATE'S 138873. 9

1. SECGOVT LUIS ECHEVERRIA TOLD ME TODAY THAT SPACE OBJECT NOW
IN CUSTODY SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING, UNIVERSITY NUEVO LEON AND
THAT GOM WOULD BE VERY HAPPY HAVE NaSA EXPERT OR EXPERTS
EXAMINE IT JOINTLY WITH MEXICANS. HE ASKED THAT I INFORM HIM

OF THE NAMES OF NASA EXPERTS AND THEIR EXPECTED DATE OF ARRIVAL
IN MONTERREY IN ORDER THAT HE IN TURN MAY INFORM THE GOVERNOR.

2, T WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING SOONEST THIS INFO IN ORDER
THAT I MAY PASS IT TO ECHEVERRIA.

FREEMAN

BT
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o DE RUESMO 158 2490308 =

ZNY CCCCC e 16843 3

P 180052 FEB 67
Dy FM AMCONSUL MONTERREY 1967 FEB 17 PM 10 25
L TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY
ARA INFO ZEN/AYEMBASSY MEXICO PRIORITY |
HSC GRMC
LKR BT
CLA CONFIDENTTI AL MONTERREY I5E
NSA :
ACDA I. ACTING ON WHAT THEY DESCRIBED AS INSTRUCTIONS FROM MINISTRY OF
NASA GOBERNACTON ., STATE AUTHORITIES REQUESTED RETURN OF OBJECT ASA
0 SURING US [T wOULP BE MELD INTACT PENDING EXAMINATION BY NASA
SR EXPERT. CONGEN COMPLIED.
\_/! 5. CHIEF LEGAL SECTION MAS RECEIVED REPORT FROM CONFIDENTIAL

SOURCE THAT MINISTRY GOBERNACION DISPLEASED STATE AUTHORITIES
RELEASED OBJECT TO CONGEN aAND WILL SEND REPRESENTATIVE WHO
WILL TAKE OBJECT TO MEXICO CITY.

3. NEVERTHELESS IF NASA WISHES SEND EXPERT EXAMINE OBJECT WE WILL
OF COURSE ASSIST AS MAY BE FEASIBLE.

GP=-3.
JAMISON - e
BT DECLASSIFIED l

Authority SND) 169000
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INFO: Mexico City
e LA
FROM . Amconsul MONTERREY pATE: February 17, 1967

SUBJECT : Report of unidentified object which fell near Municipio of
General Teran, N.L.
Deptel 138873 and Monterrey 156

i CCd—

There is attached for forwarding to NASA a translation of a letter,
_ and its enclosure, from the mayor of General Teran to the Private
b/ Secretary of the Governor of the State of Nuevo Leon regarding an
unidentified object which fell near the town of General Teran on
(o~ February 7, 1967.

REF

B
DECLASSIFIED
Authority YA/ 76920

JAMISON %Eﬁ;’ ~
by
Enclosures:
1. Translation of letter of Feb. 16, 1967
from the Mayor of General Teran, N.L.
to the Private Secretary of the Governor of N.L.
2. Translation of the memorandum attached to MVERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS
above letter.

FEB 24 1967
&
71.3;911“ 11,12,1,2,3 4, -'::g




DECLASSIFIED

Authority ﬂmﬁg Page lof 1
Encl. No. 1
A=41 from Monterrey
sral Terén
& Hall

4
: Ref: Submitting sphere

To the Attorney

Juventino Gonzélez Ramos
Private Secretary to the Governor
Monterrey, N. L.

I am sending you with a Traffic Department officer in a vehicle owned by
I.P.I. of this town the sphere found in territory of this municipality, as
par description made in the attached Memorandum for the necessary action.

Very truly yours,

Gral, Teran, N. L,, February 16, 1967
The Mayor

Ing. Flutarco Elfas Calles Sienz

The Secretary




/ S Page 1 of 1

Encl. No. 2
A=41 from Monterrey

¢ Inthe Villa of General Teran, :

Februsiry of nineteen hindead SF;EE:EEZE::E:D:E;]M on r1‘.i|'l4t:: fifteenth day of
'l.'EtRRES Malagén appeared before the Pr&ﬁ‘iw hI;m: mlfi-uf:?;: %
Eilf:eih}dfslf:inz' _ Frof. TGI‘!‘?E is a teacherin the Federal Rural School

| nacuitas, Seccién Victoria, of the municipality of General
Teran and said that on arriving te work on Tuesday, February 7, the neighbo
alarmed informed him that about 10:30 of that day they heard two o threg exfs
pI_Lﬂsiﬂlnﬁ and suddenly they saw descending a sphere of indefinite size with
gimctznn to the West, covered by smoke and some signs of fire, which fell
in the land belonging to the Ejido about 1,500 meters from the center of town,
on seeing it they decided to go towards the place where the object fell but
they could not reach the location due to the fact that the said object smelled
strongly of gunpowder, so they decided to return to their place of origin.
Next, Mr. Reyes PERALES Pérez, on Sunday 12 accidentally found the object
first seen, which consisted of a metal sphere, of some unknown metal, of
indefinite color, about thirty kilos in welght and about sixty centimeters in
diameter. On advise from the Professor the following persons went to the
location of the object: CC, Prof. Ruben GARZA Rodriguez, Secretary of the
Avuntamiento (City Hall), Mr. Genaro RODRIGUEZ Ramirez, Second Municipal
Commandant and Prof. Leopoldo DIAZ Alejandro, Chief of the Traffic Depart-
ment of that town, who agreed thoroughly with what the neighbor and the
teacher had reported, and furthermore they could investigate that the sphere
touched the branches of a tree on falling and that it was lying on a beehive.
In order to transport it into town, it was rolled about forty meters to reach a
road where it was loaded on a wagon and taken into town where three small
screws were removed. Neighbors also informed that other particles of the
object continued flying and that another one fell in a pasture nearby which
is a private property and they have been unable to locate it. The man who
found the sphere, it should be explained, gave the information very laconical-
ly and appeared somewhat selfish in giving information in this respact. The
sphere, on falling, made a loud noise, a sort of humming noise.

This memorandum was written as proof and is signed by those who intervened

and wished to do so. We agree--=============== e e eSS
Torres Malagdn (signed) Garza R. (Signed) Leopoldo Dfaz A. (signed
DECLASSIFIED

Authority 4N/ 769000

AP RF/ Y ROCTTTETETS
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P TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASKDC PRIORITY U
USIA INFO ZEN/AMEMBASSY MEXICO e U e~ |
NSC STATE GRNC DECLASSIFIED ] |
INR BT Authority 4459 '
CIA UNCLAS MONTERREY 156 , 44D 16900 |
NSA
DOD FEB 17 G
ACDA O

NASA REF: STATE 138873

0ST
'{EEﬂI‘“DH FEBERUARY 16 CONGEN NOTIFIED BY PRIVATE SECRETARY TO STATE
' GOVERNOR THAT REPORT HAD BEEN RECEIVED FROM MAYOR OF MUNICIPALITY
OF GENERAL TEHRAN THAT UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT HAD FALLEN NEAR TOWN
AND BEEN RECOVERED BY LOCAL PEOPLE. CONGEN DISPATCHED CHIEF LEGAL
SECTION TO GENERAL TEHRAN BUT ON ARRIVAL WAS TOLD OBJECT HAD BEEN

TRANSPORTED MONTERRSY.

ON FEBRUARY 17 CHIEF LEGAL SECTION aND VICE CONSIL EXaM
INED DOBJECT
AT STATE GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND GATHERED FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
DSJEET FIRST SEEN BY CAMPESINOS FALLING FROM SKY TRAILING SMOKE
BRUARY 7. AFTER IMPACT HEARD TWO EXPLOSIONS. OBJECT FINALLY

g mEa—————
L}

i ol

ESEETE RUESEG 156 UNCLAS

ATED OO FEBRUARY 12 ABOUT 158€ METERS FROM TOWN. “NOTED GASEOUS
SMELL SURROUNDING OBJECT. BELIEVE THERE IS STILL Awaruzﬁ :F'mg$ NOT
TET FOUND SINCE OBJECT 1S SMALLER THAN THAT OBSERVED FALLING FROM

SKY. WILL SEARCH FURTHER.

CIRCUMFERENCE 75 INCHES, WEIGHT APPROX IMATELY 7@ POUNDS, MADE OF
HARD METAL , BRONZE IN COLOR, WITH BURNED SPOTS ON EXTERIOR. IS

MADE OF TWO PARTS WELDED TOGETHER. ON EITHER SIDE THERE IS FLANGED
THREADED SOCKET WITH INSIDE DIAMETER OF | INCH. AROUND EACH THESE
SOCKETSARE 3 SMALL THREADED HOLES APPARENTLG MEANT FOR SCREWS. NEAR
2 SOCKETS THMERE 1S MOLTEN METAG. CURSORY PEEP INTO SOCKET HOLES
INDICATES BALL COMPLETELY EMPTY. REPRESENTATIVES PRESS HAVE SEEN
OBJECT AND WRITING STORIES LOCAL NEWS MEDIA.

'[E} CONGEN STAFF MEMBERS DESCRIBE OBJECT AS ROUND IN SHaPE,

\ e ———PRERE L
DECLASSIFIED
UNCLASSIFIED Autorty A e I
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- 2-MONTERREY 156. FEBRUARY 17. Authority YD 75900
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DECLASSIFIED ]

AFTER RECEIPT REFTEL, CONGEN REQUESTED STATE AUTHORITIES SURRENDER
OBJECT FOR SHIPMENT WASHINGTON. REPLIED WISHED TO SEND TO

DEPARTMENT MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING OF LOCAL STATE
UNIVERSITY FOR EXAMINATION AND STUDY. ON CONOEN INSISTANCE OBJECT
NOT BE RELDAFED UNIVERSITY UNTIL EXAMINATION NASA EXPERT, AUTHORITIES

SURRENDERED DBJECT TO US ON UNDERSTANDING WE WOULD DELIVER TO
IVERSITY AFTER NASA INSPECTION. SUGGEST NASA SEND EXPERT

IMMEDIATELY.

PAGE 3 RUESMOD 156 UNCLAS

IF AFTER EXAMINATION POSSESSION DESIRED, BELIEVE WE CAN SUCCESSFULLY
NEGOTIATE IT. PLEASE ADVISE,

YAMISON

BT
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-
ConGen requested to inform GOM suthu£5135 that object
found quite likely part of space vehicle but without

analytical examination it is not possible to identify

as to nationality or technical orgin. TIf GOM agreeable

NASA prepared to conduct expert examination preferably

by having object shipped at NASA expense to NASA Head-
quarters (Code MAO) Attn Mr. Abernethy, Washington, D.C.

NASA also prepared send expert to examine object locally.

ACTING
o
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Amembassy LONDON
Amembassy MOGADISCIO
Amembassy NAIROBIL
Amenbassy NEW DELHI
Amembassy TANANARIVE

2 11 ak

INFO: Amembassy MOSCOW
USUK NEW YORK

AOATIX NOEORN

SUBJ: USSR Request for Astronaut Assistance

1. Smart of British Embassy informed us September 28 of Soviet
request to UK for assistance in locating and rescuing cosmonauth)
{n event of landing in Indian Ocean area. Soviet note does not
speclfy intnntinngjﬂguﬁlgéal&aau that Government of UK and

Indian Ocean territories under jurisdiction of UK be prepared to
render whatever assistance necessary. Note also requests UK
make available facilicties for Soviet recovery activities, should
need arise.

2. Smart reported UK intends respond affirmatively to Soviet

request citing UK adherence to Outer Space Treaty nnz in

Tl nd, L N T L]

Dipmie g e mads Ered v
JNP-JPLorenz
EUR/SOV-Mr. T

o
.

JEUE R
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' particular, to provision on assistance and return. Since return

aspect not mentioned in Soviet note, UK response will state assumption

that USSR desires return of cosmonaut (s) and/or spacecraft, should

recovery be made by UK personnel or personnel under jurisdiction of

UK and that UK considers return tc launching state or launching

organization obligatory under terms of Treaty. UK reply will reserve
decisions on extent of assistance and request from USSR orbital
characteristics and other data relevant to rescue, as well as
description of scale and nature of assistance desired. It will ask
that such details be made available by appropriate Soviet authorities
for review by UK Ministry of Defense.

UK has transmitted substance of Soviet note 'to governments in

Indian Ocean area under UK jZudxisdiz jurisdiction,.

Another source has reported that the USSR has approached the
Government of Madagascar regquesting facilities to assist in recovery
of space wvehicles and cosmonauts.

3. FOR LONDON: UK Embassy here did not have copy of USSR note,
Department would very much like receive text by telegram.
4. FOR ALL ADDRESSEES: Department will appreciate any information

on USSR interest in rescue and return of Soviet astronauts that

__may come to the attention of posts in the area. ol

KATZENBACGH
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OUTER SPACE

1. UNDER LETTER DATED 5 JAN SOVS HAVE TRANSMITTED INFO ON
OBJECTS LAUNCHED INTO OUTER SPACE FOR UN SPACE REGISTRY. THIS
SUBMISSION, UN DOC A/AC. 105/ NF.5@ OF 9 JaN, COVERS PERIOD
FROM 27 AUG TO 12 NOV, SPECIFICALLY LAUNCHES OF COSMOS

129, 13@ AND 131 ON 14, 20 OCT AND 12 NOV, MOLMIYA 1 ON

2@ OCT, AND LUNA 12 ON 22 ocT.

o2, THIS SUBMISSION FAILS MENTION TWO SOVIET LAUNCHES WH ICH

PUT INTO LASTING ORBIT AT LEAST FOUR SOVIET OBJECTS;
ACCORDING TO MOST RECENT ISSUE AVAILABLE HERE OF CATELLITE SITUR

REPORT (15 DEC), THESE WERE
THREE OBJECTS PUT IN ORBIT 17 SEPT (888, 8BE AND 8BAY)

AND ONE ON 2 NOV (121G), ALL OF WHICH HAD SIMILAR ORBITAL
CHARACTERISTICS.

3. ON FACE OF IT THIS S50V SUBMISSION IS INCOMPLETE AND
RAISES TRICKY QUESTION OF HOW WE RESFOND.

SPIO UM xa Sp /o VS5
4, SOME OF THE CGMEEEET}IEE OF THIS QUESTION HAVE BEEN
NOTED IN USUN A-1343 AND EARLIER MESSAGES WHICH DISCUSS
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN US AND SOV METHODS AND CRITERIA FOR
SUBMITTING INFO TO UN SPACE REGISTRY. SOVS HAVE
CONSISTENTLY REFRAINED FROM REPORTING ANCILLARY OBJECTS.
DESPITE THEIR VOLUNTARY ACCEPTANCE OF OBLIGATION TO REGISTER, |
ASSERTION THAT THEY DO REGISTER, LAUNCH AND PAYLOAD ONLY.
PERTINENT TO CURRENT QUESTION IS INTELLIGENGCE SUGGEST ING
THAT 17 SEPT AND 2 NOV SHOTS WERE UNSUCCESSFUL TESTS OF
ORBITAL BOMBARDMENT WEAPON IN WHICH PAYLOAD MAY NOT HAVE
COMPLETED ONE ORBIT, OR IF IT DID MAY NO LONGER HAVE
BEEN CONSIDERED BY USSR AS MORE THAN USELESS DEBRIS OF
SORT SOVS NORMALLY DO NOT REGISTER. THERE IS THUS QUESTION AES
TO WHETHER THESE TWO LAUNCHES QUALIFY FOR WHAI IN PAST

WE HAVE TERMED "SECRET" LAUNCHES.
CONF IDENTIAL
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2« STEVENSON LETTER 6 J

UNE 1963 ON SUBJECT OF SOVIET
ggggﬁg LAUNCHES ADDRESSED ITSELF TO SOVIET FAILURE IN SIX
ADDRESS. [ NoTANCES TO REGISTER "VEHICLES" AND DID NOT
ALSO FalLioCkF TO NUMBEROUS ANCILLARY OBJECTS SOVS
THIS prarcD TO REGISTER. PRESS, WHICH MAY NOT APPRECIATE
AS FIRST SoCTION, MIGHT BE TEMPTED TO PORTRAY THIS SUBMISSION
THAT LEa7ooVIET CONCEALMENT OF "SECRET” LAUNCHES SINCE

&« SATELLITE SITUATION REPORT APPEARS PRESENT CONVINCING
f;IgEEEEBﬂF EXISTENCE THESE OBJECTS IN ORBIT AS OF

SOVS WERE To DiNG PRECISE ORBITAL CHARACTERISTICS. IF
SBeThiELE LoD PUTE THIS WE PRESUME THAT PROPERLY EQUIPPED
OBJECTS 2 IN FACT DETECT PRESENCE OF THESE

_ (PROVIDING THEY ARE STILL IN ORBIT) AND THAT

ESTHENHTICAL ANALYSIS OF THEIR ORBITS WOULD SATISFY
T ENTIFIC COMMUNITY THAT THEIR ORIGIN WAS USSR. UNFOR-
UNATELY, ISSUES OF SATELLITE SITUATION REPORT SINCE
OCTOBER HAVE ALSO LISTED THREE OBJECTS, CATALOGUE

VUMBERS 2428, 2429, AND 2439, WITH EQUALLY PRECISE INFO
4S5 TO THEIR ORBITAL CHARACTERISTICS, BUT FOR WHICH THE
SOURCE AND DATES OF LAUNCH ARE "UNKNOWN™. THIS SUGGESTS
THAT OUR CASE MIGHT NOT APPEAR CONVINCING TO AN UNINFORMED

AUDIENCE.

7. AL THINGS CONSIDERED IT WOULD APPEAR ADVISABLE TO PULL
TOGETHER ALL FACTS (INCLUDING QUESTION OF WHETHER OBJECTS
WERE STILL IN ORBIT ON 5 JAN, AND IF SO HOW MUCH LONGER
THEY MmaY REMAIN IN ORBIT) AND PREPARE URGENTLY FOR FRANK
DISCUSSION WITH SOVIETS. NEED FOR SPEED IS SUGGESTED BY
PENDING SPACE TREATY WITH ITS UNINSPECTED BaN ON ORBITING
NUCLEAR WEAPONS, AND BY FACT THAT PRESS ALREADY HAS AT LEAST

SOME OF THE STORY, SEE "TECHNOLOGY WEEK™ OF 31 OCT.

&, ONE POSSIBLE LINE OF APPROACH WOULD BE TO RAISE WITH
SOVIETS THE POINT THAT NOW THAT SPACE TREATY IS ABOUT TO ESTABLI
INTERNATIONAL LIABILITY IN ARTICLE VII, IT WOULD SEEM HIGHLY
ADVISABLE FOR ALL LAUNCHING STATES OT INCLUDE IN

THEIR REGISTRATION NOT ONLY THE FACT OF LAUNCH OF

PAYLOAD BUT ALSO OF ANCILLARY OBJECTS, PARTICULARLY SINCE

LIABILITY SITUATIONS ARE MORE LIKELY TO ARISE FROM
L iLLLARY OBJECTS. ON THIS BASIS THEIR ATTENTION SHOULD BE
Swiiy o, TACT THAT NOT ONLY WERE FOUR ABOVE OBJECTS STILL IN
©UF 1% DEC, BUT ADDITIONALLY THERE WERE AT LEAST

CONFIDENTT Al
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4% ANCILLARY OBJECTS PUT IN ORBIT ON 17 SEPT WHICH HAD
DECAYED BY MID NOV AND AT LEAST 32 SIMILAR OBJECTS PUT

IN ORBIT ON 2 NOV OF WHICH 21 HAD DECAYED BY MID NOV
(THESE FIGURES FROM SATELLITE SITUATION REPORT OF 15 NOV).
WE MIGHT MAKE CLEAR TO SOVIETS THAT WE EXPECT QUESTIONS ONM
THIS SCORE TO ARISE DURING SENATE CONSIDERATION OF SPACE
TREATY TC WHICH WE WILL HAVE TO RESPOND AND WE FEAR THEIR
FAILURE TO REGISTER 17 SEPT AND 2 NOV LAUNCHES OR

OBJECTS WILL CREATE UNNECESSARY EMBARRASSMENT FOR THEM.
(USUN OFFICER CONVEYED ESSENCE OF THIS POINT TO TIMERBAEV
IN EARLY NOVEMBER, SEE THACHER MEMO FOR RECORD OF 9 NOV.)

GP-2. Authority YA/[) 769000 |
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49 ANCILLARY OBJECTS PUT IN ORBIT ON 17 SEPT WHICH HAD
DECAYED BY MID NOV AND AT LEAST 32 SIMILAR OBJECTS PUT

IN ORBIT ON 2 NOV OF WHICH 21 HAD DECAYED BY MID NOV
(THESE FIGURES FROM SATELLITE SITUATION REPORT OF 15 NOV).
WE MIGHT MAKE CLEAR TO SOVIETS THAT WE EXPECT QUESTIONS ONM
THIS SCORE TO ARISE DURING SENATE CONSIDERATION OF SPACE
TREATY TCO WHICH WE WILL HAVE TO RESPOND AND WE FEAR THEIR
FAILURE TO REGISTER 17 SEPT AND 2 NOV LAUNCHES OR

OBJECTS WILL CREATE UNNECESSARY EMBARRASSMENT FOR THEM.
(USUN OFFICER CONVEYED ESSENCE OF THIS POINT TO TIMERBAEV
IN EARLY NOVEMBER, SEE THACHER MEMO FOR RECORD OF 9 NOV.)
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PH/AE: ARTURRENTINE : BPU
11/17/7€ EXT 2L835
PM/AE:=COL - ABUITKC

: BS}
SCI/SAN:LTC BASTEDO {SUBSZ p0D/ISA:MR. ANDERSON {SU

7602 AIG:MAJ.NEMETH {SUBSI}

ROUTINE WELLINGTON
EEKJCS/DIAA
ROUTINE RUEK JCS/SECDEF 2 RUEFH@A/CSAF. RU
RUVAADA/FTD WPAFE OHIO. RUEFH@D/?7LO2 AILG FT BELVGIR
PM/AE Y

SUBJECT: MOONDUST: NEW ZEALAND PM/AE
REFS: A. USDAO WELLINGTON OB821L0DSZ NOV =t SCI/S

B. FTD/FAH DO718457Z NOV 7c. OB/
1. EMBASSY HMAY INFORH GNZ THROUGH CHANNEL DEENED MOST SL02

APPROPRIATE THAT EXTENSIVE LABORATORY STUDY OF SPACE
0BJECT SAMPLES HAS BEGUN. WE EXPECT CLASSIFIED REPORT
ON RESULTS WILL BE ISSUED IN ABOUT SIX MONTHS. WE WILL
OF COURSE SHARE THIS REPORT UITH GNZ.

2. YOU MAY INDICATE THAT SPACE 0BJECTS WERE OF GREATER
INTEREST THAN ORIGIMNALLY ESTIMATED AND THAT EXPLOITATION
IS PROVIDING VALUABLE INFORHATION. COOCPERATION OF GNZ IN
THIS EFFORT GREATLY APPRECIATED.

3. DAC AND OTHER ENMBASSY OFFLCERS WHO HAVE ASSISTED ARE
COMMENDED FOR THEIR SKILLFUL HANDLING OF THIS DELICATE
ISSUE-

4. DOD CONCURS. TURRENTINE-GDS Yy
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Al | ARy | MAvY | Q5D REF . {ﬂ-} D’Epﬁrtme“t1$ l’l“jﬂﬁ-ﬁ.r A-Fl'i.l l?, 19?2; PH
L e | (b) Kathmandu's 997, March 15, 1972; (c) State 034850,
WA A& (LTS T3 J'!-";'E Harch 1 19?1 ;
i ..-‘r J M '
7 The Nepalese Forelgn Ministry, which moved with great deliberation
! 1 prior to loaning us the space fragment, has continued to operate at

sucoEsTEo pieTaauTion | o racher stately tempo in arranging for its return. As indicated
fn the attached Memorandum of Conversation, the fragment is still
N being held by the Embassy pending completion of paper work within
4 the HMinistry to transfer the fragment to the Hational Museum. The
. Ezbassy is not, therefore, yet in a position to repert GON reaction
to the fragment itself. However, on the basis of our own visual
inspection, we foresee no problem once the fragment is returned.

We believe the technicians who performed the surgery did am

BT ROUTiNG excellent job and should be complimented for their work.
TOr | aciien | Iala. friniels
Auaw We passed oneé copy of the Technical Report transmitted under cover
S of reference (a) to the Foreign Secretary personally on May 9, =8

recorded in the attached Memcon. As will be noted, the Forelgn =5

Se | Wd 91 i Zhel

”f“ \ | Secretary readily agreed to our stipulations regarding control of
el | the document. i
od ! g:
Lo | Although the operation as noted above has not quite been completely
o wrapped up, we consider it timely and appropriate at this stage to
e 1 i express our appreciation for the sensitivity to our requiresents

e —{ and responsiveness to our suggestions which the Department and

| other concerned Washington agencies have shown in carrying out

. !. their end of the work. %
1 1
S

FFt iz o LAISE ™

Encl: Memcon
Dake:
frarladas ¥ J-"T-".;:us 323 SECRET - LIHDIS
A LF:J"EH 1G5 ) ;iﬂ;;; ['L«\.“EII
lggraLd 81
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American Embassy
Kathmandu, Nepal

HEMORANDUH OF CORVERSATION

SUBJECT : Space Fragment

PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Bharat Raj Bhandary, Foreign Secretary
Mr. Shardul S. Rana, Joint Secretary

Ambassador Laise
Carleton 5. Coon, Jr. — DM

DATE AND PLACE: May 9, 1972
Office of the Foreign Secretary, Simgha Durbar

— e — — = . | | w — — == — — e e e
| e m—— — — = —-—

e¢called that in mid-March he and the Foreign Secretary had
the return of the space fragment and it had been agreed that
the Foreign Ministry would arrange to have it picked up from the Embassy
to be taken Lo the National Museum. Foreign Secretary Bhandary :
nfirmed that this was his understanding also. He said he hadn't
Eznighed the paper work required to get it intoe the Huseum and that he
would turn the project over to Mr. Shardul Rana (Joint Secretary in the
Foreign Ministry). (At this point he called Shardul Rana in to join
the group.) He asked if we would be willing to keep the fragment [qrez
while longer until the formalities could be completed. Hr. Coon agre

to this.

Hr. Coon T
discussed

Washington of
yr. Coon said that he had received a technical report from
the results of the evaluation. He had been authorized te convey it to

His Majesty's Government on the understanding that:

{(a) HMG would mot make the report available to any other government,
and

(b) it would not be made available to Nepalese officials who would
pot otherwise have access Lo material of this nature and secret

classification.

Foreign Secretary Bhandary expressed gratitude for the report and
assured Mr. Coon and Ambassador Laise that these two understandings
would be strictly adhered to. He pointed out that it was at least as
much in HMG's interests as in that of the USG that the report nmot get

~ DECLASSIFIED
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into the wrong hands.

Mr. Coon told the Foreign Secretary that he had been asked to convey the
United States Government's deep appreciation for HMG's cooperation in
this matter. He said the instructions he had received had pointed out

that the investigation had been of considerable interest and value to
the United States Government.
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To: The Secratary

From: FM tpﬂunnld L. Spiers

Disposition of Soviet Space FragmenCs

Background : S ? 7/

Six fragments were recovered from a Soviet satellite
(COSMOS 316) which broke up and fell across the US Middle
West on August 28, 1970, The United States met its
obligations under the 1968 agrcement on the return of
astronauts and space objects by informing the UN Secretary
General and the Soviet Embassy that the fragments had been
recovered and by offering Soviet representatives several kufj
opportunities to identify and claim them. Soviet Embassy
officers declined either to inspect or claim the fragments. hxfj
On June 9, 1971, the Soviet Embassy informed the Depart-
ment by note (informal tramslation), "The Soviet side is
not interested in further steps to study the origin of the uﬁézk
said fragments, and believes that the American side can
decide to its satisfaction the question about further = —
destiny of said fragments." G~

SECRET
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At the time of the Soviet note, negotiations on the
Outer Space Liability Convention were in the final phase,
therefore, we deferred disposing of the space objects or
making detailed information available to the public to
avoid a possible disruption. The Department of State has
physical custody of the Soviet space fragments, the largest
g:ﬁﬂ?éch is roughly a square, 4 ft by 4 ft, weighing

s,

The Problem:

As you know, you signed the Outer Space
Liability Convention on March 29, Publicity
attendant on the signing of the Convention could

SECRET
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revive public and press interest in the fragments. Concur-
rently, our tactical reasons for withholding information
regarding the Soviet space objects will largely disappear
as soon as the forthcoming meetings of the Outer Space
Legal Subcommittee (Geneva, April 10-May 5) and the Scien-
tific and Technical Subcommittee (New York, May 3-13) are
over. At that time the public's right to know more about
the fragments becomes a primary consideration. In addition,
we believe it is essential that disposition of the space
fragments be completed and pertinent information be placed
in the public domain officially by the Executive Branch
prior to Senate hearings on the Liability Convention.

We do not wish to draw undue attention to the fragments
prior to the signing of the Liability Convention. We also
wish to avoid stimulating interest in the Mid-West fragments
during the upcoming sessions of the UN space groups. Perhaps
the best time to place the fragments in the public domain,
therefore, would be in June, shortly after the President's
trip to the Soviet Union.

The attached Staff Study contains a more detailed
analysis of the above considerations and sets forth the

options that were examined by the various agencies directly
concerned with the problem.

Recommendation:

The recommended course of action, in which the various
interested agencies concur, proposes that the Department of
State arrange with the Smithsonian Institution's National
Air and Space Museum and the Air Force Museum (Wright-
Fatterson AFB, Ohio) for the fragments to be put on public
display starting in June, Under the agreements to be con-
cluded by the Department of State and the two museums,

State would retain legal custody rights enabling recall if
in the national interest. Prior to displaying the fragments

publicly, appropriate press guidance will be worked out on
an interagency basis.

I recommend you approve this action.

Approve _m_ Disapprove
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ACTION MEMO to: The Secretary

from: PM - R.I.Spiers
Subject: Disposition of Soviet Space Fragments

Attachment:

Staff Study
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Disposition of Space Fragments
from Soviet COSMOS 316

The Problem

On August 28, 1970, a number of fragments from the
Soviet satellite COSMOS 316 impacted across a wide section
of the Middle West of the United States. Six fragments
were recovered by the United States Govermment., In accord-
ance with Article 5 (1) of the 1968 Agreement on the Rescue

Awhority M4D 9,40 52

of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of
Objects Launched into Quter Space, the US notified the
Secretary General of the United Nations and the Soviet
Government of the recovery of the six space fragments. The
Soviet Union was provided a full physical description of
the fragments and invited to claim them if inspection con-
firmed Soviet origin. Soviet Embassy officers declined
either to inspect or claim the fragments. On June 9, 1971,
the Soviet Embassy sent a note to the Department of State
which stated in part (informal translation), '"The Soviet
side is not interested in further steps to study the origin
of the said fragments, and believes that the American side
can decide to its satisfaction the question about further
destiny of said fragments."

At the time of the Soviet note in June 1971,
negotiations on the Quter Space Liability Convention were
in the final phase, therefore, the question of how best to
dispose of the fragments was deferred in order to avoid
any unhelpful distraction. Since we now have agreement on
the Liability Convention, with arrangements underway for
signing hopefully by late March, we will soon be in a
position to dispose of the fragments without jeopardy to
the Liability Convention.

Inscription of an item on registration and identifica-
tion on the agenda for the upcoming UN Outer Space Legal

Subcommittee meeting (scheduled to open in Geneva on April 10)

suggests we reinforce our position that national means of
identification are adequate to deal with returning space
objects. Although we hope no one will raise the Mid-West

SECRET
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case, it would be prudent to prepare ﬂurﬁe&ves Fﬂ.cﬂﬁnzer
the arguments of those who might cite our inability ﬂed
identify the Middle West fragments as evidence of the ne
for an international means of identificatiom.

The fragments are currently in the physical custody
of the Department of State.

Ovmership

The question of ownership of the fragments is not clear.
Under the Treaty on Quter Space, Article VIIL stat§51
"Oownership of objects launched into outer space...is nntl
affected...by their return to the Earth. From & litera
interpretation of the treaty it would seem that no state
other than the launching authority could claim ownership
of any space object unless the launching authority
specifically transfers title of ownership to that state.
1f a state refuses to acknowledge ownership af_a space
object, as in the instant case, the state holding Fhe
object could be considered as the permanent custodian, but
under the treaty would not become the owmer.

Identification

In considering liability, several countries have
suggested creating an international space object identifi-
cation system. For several years now, the United States has
taken the position publicly that national means are adequate
for the identification of space objects. We have not
provided extensive supporting evidence for our stand. For
security reasons we cannot reveal openly all of the identi-
fication techniques used by the intelligence community.
However, we have cited publicly the basic methods of
identification, i.e., examination of manufacturers' markings
and numbers; analysis of bolts, threads, component configura-
tion and design; analysis of alloys; and analysis of time
and trajectory of reentry. In view of the extensive initial
coverdage accorded the Mid-West fragments by the media and
the fact that the USG has not officially identified these
fragments publicly, we must anticipate that the proponents
of an elaborate international registration and identification

SECRET
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system may use our "inability" to identify these fragments
e proof of the need for international registration and
identification. To reassert the wvalidity of our 'national-
means-are-adequate' position, we may cite for the record

if need be that we have in fact identified the Mid-West
fragments as Soviet. On the other hand, we do not wish

to precipitate a confrontation needlessly or call undue
attention to the fragments during the UN Legal Subcommittee
meeting (April 10-May 5) if the issue is not raised. It
would be desirable to surface the fragments without fanfare
after the next sessions of the UN Legal and Scientific and
Technical Subcommittees, (the latter meets May 3-13 in

New York) and after the President's trip to the Soviet
Union. This could be accomplished by placing the Soviet
space fragments on public display in early June and
indicating the primary methods (tracking data and other
means) used to determine their origin. Preliminary dis-
cussions indicate that both the Mational Air and Space
Museum of the Smithsonian Institution and the US Air Force
Museum at Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, are interested in the
fragments. The cmithsonian plans to display them together
with other space debris.

Display Conditions

If the fragments are loaned for display purposes, it
would be desirable to include the following provisions in
the transfer agreement:

1. The physical appearance of the fragments will
not be altered in any way: the fragments will
hot be broken up further; no indelible markings
or cuttings of any kind will be made on any
fragment; no part of any fragment will be con-
sumed in destructive testing.

2. The Department of State may reassume physical
custody of the fragments at any time it determines
it to be in the national interest to do so.

3, If additicnal fragments are recovered which are
suspected to have come from COSMOS 316, all of
the fragments may be assembled and used for an
appropriate time in further intelligence evalua=-
tions.

SECRET
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4, If additional fragments from COSMOS 316 are
recovered, and the Soviet Union does not exercise
its option to have them returned, the conditions
which apply to the six fragments currently held
by the USG will apply te the additional fragments
upon their release for public display.

5. When on public display, identification signs will
bear the following text:

"The space fragments on display are from a
Soviet COSMOS satellite which broke up and impacted
in the US Middle West on August 28, 1970. us
tracking data confirms that a Soviet satellite
decayed from orbit over the Middle West on this
date. In compliance with provisions of the 1968
Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return
of Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched
into Outer Space, the United States informed the
Secretary General of the United Nations and the
Soviet Government that a number of space fragments
had been recovered. The United States invited
Soviet representatives to examine the fragments
and offered to turn them over to the Soviet Union.
The Soviet Union did not exercise its option to
have the fragments returned under the 1968 agree-
ment."

No other text will be used or further explanation

given without the explicit approval of all interested
agencies.

Present Interest

After the initial flurry of inquiries following the
recovery of the fragments, public interest dropped off, but
has not disappeared completely. The Executive Branch has
not yet officially placed information about the Soviet space
debris in the public domain. Late last year, however, a
Library of Congress Staff Report stated without qualifica-
tion that the Mid-West fragments had come from the Soviet
satellite COSMOS 316. The report, entitled Soviet Space

SECRET
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Programs, 1966-70, was prepared for the Senate Committee on
Aeronautics and Space (see page 341).

Recently an AP reporter asked about the fragments and
was told the USG had no comment at this time. With the
signing of the Liability Convention, we may face additional,
more aggressive press inquiries.

In addition, the community of Pratt, Kansas, the small
town near where the largest fragment impacted, has shown
a continuing interest. The local farmer on whose land‘the
fragment fell turned it over to the USAF only after being
assured the USG would take under consideration his desire
that the newly founded Pratt Museum received some &AppTO-
priate memorabilia associated with the fragment. The USAF
carefully made no commitment to return the fragment.
Instead a cast of the fragment was made by the US Army
Topographic Command for the USAF to present the towm nf‘
Pratt at an appropriate time. Since the presentation will
likely attract press attention, the USAF has agreed to
delay turning the facsimile of the fragment over to the
Pratt Museum until after the signing of the Liability
Convention.

Courses of Action

Several feasible options for disposing of the Soviet
space fragments have been considered.

Option No. 1 - Turn the fragments over to the Natiocnal
Air and Space Museum of the Smithsonian Instituticon and the
US Air Force Museum on & permanent loan basis with the
Department of State retaining its legal custodian role.

PRO - the Smithsonian and Air Force museums are the most
appropriate sponsors for public display of the
fragments.

- public display of the fragments, clearly identifiable
as Soviet in origin, supports US position that
national means are adequate for identification.

SECRET




SECRET 6.
begt approach for maintaining control over events
and keeping the syrfacing of the fragments in a low-
key framework to insure US interests are best served.

State retention of legal custody avoids establishing
US precedent on question of ownership of fragments.

public display is responsive to interest the public
has shown in space objects.

retention of legal custody by State allows recall if
the US desires to return fragments to Soviets in future.

|

CON - placing Soviet space fragments on disply could draw
more attention to the identification problem than other-

g - wise might be the case.
g_:‘-ﬂ.
E;g - indication that Soviets failed to claim fragments
L H;ﬁ could be used as evidence of weakness in the Liability
. Convention by crities.
'\..E
oo - Soviets could possibly consider display provocative,
aWf
o a

Option No. 2 - Turn the fragments over tO the Secretary
ceneral of the United Nations for appropriate disposition.

PRO - demonstrates US dedication to the Mepirit'' of the
agreement on the return of space objects.

- allows US to demonstrate routine identification techniques

CON - could establish precedent of returning space objects via
the Secretary General, which may not be in US interest.

- there is no obligation under the agreement to turn OVEL
unclaimed objects to the Secretary General.

- presents Secretary General with political dilemma.

- could cause Secretary General to use UN mechanism to
confirm US identification of fragments thereby estab-
lishing precedent that may not be in US interest.

- Soviets could possibly consider action provocative.

SECRET
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- is not responsive to interest of US public in space
objects.

- indication that Soviets failed te claim fragment

could be used as evidence of weakness in Liability
Convention.

Option Mo. 3 - Make another effort to persuade the
goviet Union to acknowledge ownership of the fragments and
accept them under the conditions of the

&g;-;ﬂm_ﬂ._tdﬂ%ﬂ
Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the
ﬁeturn GE ﬁG ects “aunﬁﬁeﬁ into ﬁuter 5 ACE .

PRO - Soviet acknowledgement that fragments are theirs
would demonstrate adeguacy of national means of
identification and workability of return agreement.

Soviet acceptance of fragments avoids leaving
question of legal ownership unresolved.

return of the fragments under the Liability Conven-
tion, even though the one-year statute of limitations
has expired and there are no liability claims in-
volved, would confirm the Convention and establish

a useful precedent.

CON - The Soviet Union has had plenty of time to consider
accepting the fragments, another approach would
probably fail and at the same time suggest that we
were begging them to take their fragments back.

- The Soviet Union is under no obligation to take its
fragments back under the terms of the 1968 agreement.

Option No. & - Keep the fragments in storage in the
physical custody of the Department of State.

PRO - obfuscates fragment issue.

- if the Soviets ask us to return the fragments at some
time in the future, it would be possible to do so on

a very low-key basis without attracting any public
attention,

SECRET
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8.
CON - leaves US vulnerable
to charge we :
fragments and international grstemUﬂﬂble to identify
necessary,

of identification

h

could invite criticism if issue raised in Senate
hearings on Liability Convention.

more difficult to effectively handle possible

aggressive press inquiries after signing of Liability
Convention.

invites press speculation about range of topics much
broader than fragments.

Timing

In Options 1, 2, and 3, the question of timing is
central. To maximize the political usefulness of the
fragments, yet keep risks at a reasonable level, we should

be prepared to take action in early June. This would be
after the signing of the Liability Convention, after the

the next sessions of the UN Legal and Scientific and Technical
Subcommittees, and after the President's trip to the Soviet

Union, but prior to Senate hearings on the Liability Con-
vention.

Attachments & Clearances: ﬁuﬂmﬂlywz

‘j"ﬁfﬂliﬁﬁs_ D

e — = =

See attached sheet

4

Drafted: PHHAE:Eg%urrentinefHGHaﬂﬂéﬁfﬁe:bpw
3/23/72 x21835
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STAFF STUDY: Disposition of Space Fragments
from Soviet COSMOS 316

-~ DECLASSIFIED __
L Auhorny 10 949052 \

i —

Attachments:

1. Chronology of Events

2 . Description of Fragments

3. Article VIII of Outer Space Treaty

4. Article 5 of Return of Astronauts
and Space Objects Agreement

Clearances: s/pC - Mr. Gathright (subs)mer
10/UNP - Mr. Rothenberg/Mr. Black®!
SCI/SAM = Mr. Chapin (subs)M
EUR/SOV - Mr. Matlock/Mr. Kadilis (subs)her
L/UNA - Mr. Stowe (subs)m!
INR/RSG - Mr, Lissfelt (subs) KT

pOD/0SD/1SA- Mr. Anderson (subsHincludes USAF
and DIA clearances)
NASA/I _ Mr. Carl Jones (subs)

 omlameainalrr
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SECRET CHMENT 1

chrnnalngg of Events Related to

Soviet Space Fragments from COSMOS 316

pecember 23, 1969

January 29, 1970

August 28, 1970

September 8, 1970

September 9, 1970

September 11, 1970

September 14, 1970

mid-September 1970

September 17, 1970

September 29, 1970

Soviet Union launched COSMOS 316,

soviet Union reported launch of COSMOS
316 to UN.

Fragments from COSMOS 316 entered

atmosphere and impacted in the Middle
West of the US.

US Mission UN formally notified the
Secretary General of recovery of three
space fragments.

Copy of US note to the Secretary
General passed to Soviets at UN,

Note handed to Soviet Science Counselor
Belov by Soviet Country Director in-
forming Soviets of recovery of four
fragments and offering, as soon as
fragments assembled in one location, the
Soviets an opportunity to examine the

fragments with subsequent turnover if
Soviet origin confirmed.

USUN notified Secretary General of
recovery of fourth space fragment.

Fifth and sixth space fragments recovered.

EUR/SOV telephoned Soviet Science Counselor
Belov and informed him that the objects
mentioned in our note of September 11 had

been assembled and were ready for exami-
nation,

Belov telephoned EUR/SOV and said that

the appropriate Soviet officials have

"a doubt" that the space fragments are

of Soviet origin. He requested

1) objects be photographed, 2) description

SECRET




October 9, 1970

November 2, 1970

November 10, 1970

January 15, 1971

February 1, 1971

April 27, 1971

June 9, 1971

SECRET 2

of appearance, 3) chemical analysis,
and 4) list of numbers or figures
dppearing on fragments. Belov noted
that his instructions did not give him
permission te view the objects.

In conversation with EUR/SOV, Soviet
Counselor Bubnov following up Belov
conversation of September 29 again
requested identifying information.

USUN informed Secretary General of
recovery of fifth and sixth fragments.

EUR/SOV informed the Soviet Embassy by
note of the recovery of fifth and sixth
space fragments, and provided requested
data.

EUR/SOV telephoned Soviet Science
Counselor Belov and reminded him that we
have had no response following cur note
of November 10.

During call on Soviet Country Director,
Soviet Minister-Counselor Vorontsowv
expressed thanks for photos and data.
Vorontsov stated that the data had been
examined and found not to be related to
a Soviet space vehicle.

Amembassy Moscow delivered a note
reaffirming the US conviction that the
six fragments are of Soviet origin.

EUR/SOV received a note from the Soviet
Embassy indicating that the American
communication had been taken inte con-
sideration and that the Soviet Union had
no interest in any further study of the
origins of the fragments. Further, "...
the American side can decide to its
satisfaction the question about the
further destiny of the said fragments,"

(Informal translation)

SECRET
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ATTACHMENT 2

: wentS Recovered from Soviet satellite COSMOS 316

pragment No. 1% pimensions :
Weight:
Appearance :
Place fuﬁnd;

Fragment No, 2: Dimensions:

Weight:

Appearance:

Place found:
Fragment No, 3: Dimensions:
Weight:

Appearance:

Place found:
Fragment Ho, 4: Dimensfons :

Welght:

Place found:

Appearances:

23" " Tlr X &"
180 1bs
Rectangular solid
Pratt, Kansas

31" % ]_ﬂ" w 5n

230 1bs

Three flat plates burned by
re-entry; impacted as a single
objeck; subsequently broke apart
while in transit; one plate has
jagped curve burned area cn one
of the long sides

Beaver City,Oklahoma

g ix i 2V

86 lbs

Cenerally rectangular with curved
cut along one of the long sides

Perryton, Texas

47" x 8" x 1%"

125 lbs

Plate, presumably flat originally,
appears to have been deformed into

its present curved shape by impact

Adrian, Texas

UNCLASSIFIED
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J':"( gragment No, 5: Dimensions:

Fragmen

-

Weight:

Appearance:

place found:
t No, 6: Dimensions:
Weight:

ﬁppcﬂrancet

Place found :

f'.B." *® ﬁBII ® 1%"
640 lbs

Very large, square, alightly
concave plate with circular
hole npprﬂximﬂtely 10" in
diameter in the center

pratt, Kansas

o7 x 7" x 1V

40 1bs

Generally rectangular with
curved cut along one of the
long sides

Dumas, Texas



ATTACHMENT
UNCLASSIFIED

Treaty on Principles Governing the fctivities of States
In _the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, Including

the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (Ent 3
m (Entered into force

Article VIII

A State Party to the Treaty on whose registry an
object launched intoc outer space is carried shall retain
jurisdiction and contrel over such object, and over any
personnel thereof, while in outer space or on & celestial
body. Owmership of objects launched into outer space,
including objects landed or constructed on a celestial
body, and of their component parts, is not affected by
their presence in outer space or on a celestial body or
by their returm tO the Earth. Such objects or component
parts found beyond the limits of the State Party to the
Treaty on whose registry they are carried shall be
returned to that State, which shall, upon request,
furnish identifying data prior to their return.

e e

DECLASSIFIED
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e S

Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, The Return of

Astronauts and The Return of Objects Launched into Outer
Space (Entered into force December 3, 1968) (TIAS 6599)

Article 5

1. Each Contracting Party which receives information
or discovers that a space object or its component parts
has returned to Earth in territory under its jurisdiction
or on the high seas or in any other place not under the
Jurisdiction of any State, shall notify the launching
authority and the Secretary General of the United Nations.

2, Each Contracting Party having jurisdiction over
the territory on which a space object or its component
parts have been discovered shall, upon the request of the
launching authority and with assistance from that authority
if requested, take such steps as it finds practicable to
recover the object or component parts.

3. Upon request of the launching authority, objects
launched into outer space or their component parts found
beyond the territorial limits of the launching authority
shall be returned to or held at the disposal of representa-
tives of the launching authority, which shall, upon request,
furnish identifying data prior to their return,

4. HNotwithstanding paragraphs 2 and 3 of this article,
a Contracting Party which has reason to believe that a space
object or its component parts discovered in territory under
its jurisdiction, or recovered by it elsewhere, is of a
hazardous or deleterious nature may so notify the launching
authority which shall immediately take effective steps,
under the direction and control of the said Contracting
Party to eliminate possible danger or harm.

5. Expenses incurred in fulfilling obligations to
recover and return a space object or its component parts
under paragraphs 2 and 3 of this article shall be borme
by the launching authority.

UNCLASSIFIED
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Department of State S

Do ["_rﬁ-i:'i.ns:amiﬁﬁ'_””'l.' ELEGRAM /_7?407

Authority Nl 9: 95 52

acnot:  Amembassy KATHMANDU /

INFO: SECDEF —

' DIA

' CSAF

| : FID WPAFE OHIO

' 1127 USAFFLDACTYGP FT BELVOIR VA

ACIHE

JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE

SUBJ: MOON DUST/Space Fragments: HNepal
A

REFS: A, Kathmandu 762 NOTAL;

| B. State 231792 (DTG 282123Z Dec 71).

1. Restored space fragment will be on board Embassy

support flight 115 arriving Kathmandu on or about March 10.
Fragment is packed in shipping crate (cargo no. 72-33365)

marked in care of DAO.

2, State and Defense representatives examined fragment

prior to shipment finding restoration acceptable and

(L ﬁg =
= T e R Y.
i ..---mfﬁE:ARTurrantiﬁﬁﬁhpw 2f29/72 |21836 PM/AE - :._1: 3
N | s {
B subs )] DOD/ISA-Mr. Anderson (subs)i®
bos f ﬁ: i:;:;ﬁ: E::hﬂnﬂ DIA - Mr. Green (subs)¥&

LTC Campbell (subs)“
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-.:.’:::.':"-’::;":F- rasaren
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Department of State
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Authority MWD 9190 52
L.

XS PAGE 2 DEPTEL to KATHMANDU

fragment in good condition, Restored fragment does

not vary significantly from its appearance prior to

removal of sample.

S

Report on fragment for Embassy to share with GON

will be forwarded soon under Separate cover.

4. Please confirm satisfactory condition of fragment

upon receipt and report GON Treaction when fragment

returned

GP-3

END
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SusJr =008 DUET/SPACE FRAGHEMTS: NE=aL)

REF1 STATE 231792 _ SPI6

WHEN CAN #E EXPECT RETURNH OF THE RESTORED SPACE FRAGMENT?

IT A0ULC 2E MUCH APPRECIATED AT THIS EnD IF IT COULD BE INCLUDED
I~ %EXT EMEASEY S5UPPOST FLIGHTs
LAISE
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Department o
” P f State S P /S
NODICATE:
TELEGRAM |
Jenanse o [T DECLASSIFIED | b, -
..I".mlmm:.,. MY 2 ' \
- L-l- =
S e Amembassy KATHMANDU =1 &
INFO: SECDEF — N
S
DIA
CSAF ~
FTD WPAFB OHIO E
1127 USAFFLDACTYGP FT BELVOIR VA
STATE
LIMDIS
-_.———'-'_‘-F__.
SUBJ:  MOON DUST/Space Fragments: Hepal

_ splt
REFS: A, EKathmandu 4567 (DTG 230610Z Dec 71) MOTAL

B, State 155730 (DTG 2514192 Aug 71)

C. State 82264 (DTG 121725Z May 71) NOTAL
1, We expect to return restored space fragment soon
after Embassy support flight #115 is resumed,
2, In conjunction with return of restored fragment,
or shortly thereafter, preliminary analysis of fragment
will be forwarded to Embassy under seperate cover in
appropriate form for sharing with GON. Full scale

(i%;) technical expleoitation of sample removed from fragment _]

AFTED OY) EHAFTIHNG BATE |TCk. EXAT. .:.p:nm;ru'::n- By
PM/AE ; ﬁRTurrentineﬁrt 12/28/71| 21835 | PM/AE - GBV/EAJB'_ Witko

:ﬁ-ﬂ-ll'-lﬁ“l

DIA - Mr. Green (subs)A& DOD/ISA - Col. Nolan (informed)/NHT

NEA/INC - Mr, Burleigh (subsM]
INR/RSG - MR, Lissfelt (Eﬁbﬂﬁr

L Pty S P N LY et
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will not be completed for several months. When final 3 oy

analysis completed, at discretion of Embassy additional

results may be shared with GON.

3. FYI: Delay in restoration of fragment was due to
illness of skilled craftsman rather than any technical
problem. Instead of holding to estimated 45-day

schedule, it was decided to wait until best craftsman

;Eée to return to duty and complete restoration. END FYI
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ACTION PH=83

INFO OCT-21 SS-1& NEA=@6° NASA-@]
INR=25
FEHEE W
e T 132335
R 236107 DEC 71
EM AMEMEASSY KATHMANDU

TC SECSTATE wASHDC |[&448

S E r R E T XATHHANDU 4567

SUBJ: SPACE FRAGHENTS: NEPAL £ p /[,
REFy (A} STATE 1557201 (B} STATE o82264%

Th CALL BY¥ AMBASSADDOR ON FORFIGN SECRETARY BHANDARY
DEC 21: FONSFC RAISED QUESTION OF SPACE FRAGMENT BEING
ANALYZED IN USe HE WaS TOLD FRAGMENT WOULR RE RETURNED
SHORTLYs HE [NDICATED SATISFACTIOM AT HEARING THIS BUT
ADDED THAT HrE WAS INTERESTED IN GETTING a "REPORTH, WE
REPLIED WE WoULD GET HIM ONEs

iw

23 LaST MAY WE GAYE FONSEC GIST OF FIRST, THIRD:, AND

LAST SENTENCES OF STATEMENT WE WERE AUTHQRIZED TO CONVEY
IN PARA 3 OF REF Be [CFs OUR 1792 OF MAY 21s1) OBVIOQUSLY
BHAMNDARY EXPFCTS MORE: WE CAN OF COURSE SIMPLY GIVE HIM

THE FULLL STATEMENT AUTHORIZED REF B, BUT WE BELIEVE

SOMETHING FRNM WASHINGTON, HOPEFULLY MORE IMPRESSIVELY

PACKAGED IF NOT HEFTIER IN SUBSTANCE, IS IN ORDER: WE
AWATT YOUR SUGGESTIONS.

GF=3.
LAISE

SC1-@3 DODE-80 SA=@1

2R .0
CIAE=@2 NSAE-C2 NSC-@4 NSCE-#0® FRSR.%1 Rsc-al

T
T

L

s
L
\
~
L
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D CHANGE TO I] l‘t .Inﬂl HH' FI Fl“ “ - ‘
I Ao iy ."I o9 ! [ =
DAS TRV T 108 ACTICN: ﬁ.mﬂ'mbﬂﬂ E}r l‘[}\TI‘lI‘MHﬂU _l —
INFO: DOD -~ Eiafepat t{:"
DIA
CSAF ~
FID WPAFB OHIO [
1127 USAFFLDACTYGP FT BELVOIR VA =
LIMDIS
STATE

SUBJECT: MOON DUST/Space Fragments: Nepal
REF: A. Kathmandu 2850; — &F ) b
B. Kathmandu 2833;

C. State 146350

1. Method of removing sample proposed Ref C is deemed
most MHE desirable taking into account all of our interests.

We are proceeding, therefore, with method outlined Ref C,

para three.

2, FYL: Estimate 45 days required for removal of sample

and restoration. END FYI.

il

{E;;’ 3. Embassy's indefatigable efforts in securing loan of

""Eﬁ?i'ﬁ ;Mrrmtﬁﬂhpw EHEF“?;*“ :'EIE?LE;E ) *Fﬁfﬁ z lH. G. Handysid

m"ff‘mc:m;mei @ DIA:SGreen (in suhstance}'“"

NEA/INC:DTSneid DOD/ISA:Capt. Heg (in substance)i®
INR/RSG :RWBogosian(in drafe)™

S %_&1 Campbell (in drafe)"T
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IJTICH _1

space fragment and permission to remove sample are
greatly appreciated.

GP-3
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SUBJI  SPACE FRaGHENTS) NEPAL

-SSPl

REFs KaTuMandy 2833

REGUEST FOLLOWING CORRECTION RE MADE TO REFTELY PaARa
ONE SECOND SENTENCE SHOULD READs FOMSEC IMTTIALLY
BEMURRED, STATING ME CONCERNED REPAIR JOB COULD BE

NOTICED AND #“OULD CausSr EMBARRASSHENT s
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s e

INFD' OCT-21 SS-14 SCI-83 NEA-86 INR-05 10=083 L0802 NASA=2]

RSR=2] RSC=81 DODE=22 /040 W
;,34/ B e eeaeeeaa.. 241430
R ol1ala ALUG 7
FM AMEMBASSY KATHMANDU
TQ SECSTATE WASHDC 5354
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S ECRE T KATHMAMNDU' 2833

LIHDIS

"SUBJt SPACE FRAGMENTST NEPAL

REF: STATE l4s35@ - SP /&

!+ | INFORMED FONSEC AHAMDARY TODAY THAT WE HAD DETERMINED

IT FEASIBLE REMOVE STRIP' FROM! FRAGMENT AND STILL RETURH IT

[N COMDITION SUITABLE FOR DISPLAY AND ESSENTIALLY INTACT.
FONSEC INITIALLY DEMURRED, STATING HE CONCERNED REPAIR JOB
OULD NOT BE NOTICED AND WOULD CAUSE EHBARRASSMENT. SUGGESTED
INSTEAD THAT PIECE RE' TAKEN OFF TOP OR BROTTOM AND REMOVAL

1ACE TO LDOK AS THOUGH: IT OCCURRED DURING FRAGMENT'S RE=ENTRY .
T oAl I DOUBTED THIS: WOULD MEET OUR REGQUIREMENTS. AFTER SOME
SURTHER CONVERSATION' ] ASKED HIM POINT BLAMK WHETHER HE WOULD
SMST ME TO GO AHEAD AS [ SAW FIT UPON MY PERSONAL UNDERTAKING
THAT THE FRAGHMENT WOULD BE RETURNED “ESSENTIALLY INTACT™.
AFTER SOME THOUGHTs FONSEC AGREED.

s  ACTIONM REQUESTED: IF OUR REQUIREMENT CaAN BE MET BY REMOVAL
OF MOPERATE SIZED PIECE FROM TOP OR BOTTOMs | HOULD PREFER THIS »
OTHERWISE, BELIEVE YoU' CAN PROCEED WITH SURGERY AS INDICATED
REFTELs PROVIDED YOU ARE SATlﬁFIED THAT REPAIR JOB WILL BE

G000 ENDUGH TO PASS MUSTER UNDER ANYTHING SHORT OF DETAILED

AND EXPERT VISUaL INSPECTIONs TRUST YQU WILL BEAR IN MIND

THAT WHILE THIS IS A MATTER INVOLVING VALUE JUDGMENTS RATHER
THAN PRECISELY QUANTIFIABLE CRITERIA, OUESTION OF UsSE GOOD

FAITH IS INVOLVED,

SECRET
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] o : 7 L 7
S E CRE T KATHMAND B75 [ Authority /WD 291 7 I
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sURJs MOON DUST/SPACE FRAGHMENTS: MEPAL
REF3 KATHMANDU |792 — Spf | &

{« FDON SEC RAJ BHANDARY TOLD DCHM' EVENING MAY 27TH THAT
WHEN HE CONSULTED PRIME MIN BISTA PER REFTELL BISTA
DISTINCTLY UMENTHUSTASTIC: ABOUT IDER OF REHMOVING SECTIONS
FROM MIDDLE OF! FRAGMENT AND' PATCHING THEM UP TO PASS
VISUAL INSPECTION. ACCORDING TO BHANDARY» BISTA ASKED
WHETHER! USG' COULD NOT SETTLE FORI TAKING: A COUPLE OF
PIECES FROM THE! TOP DR BOTTOM! OF THE FRAGMENT SO aAS TO
LEAVE NO HOLES.

2s REGRET THIS SWITCH I[N SIGNALS: BUT BELIEVE WE MUST
PATIENTLY CONTINUE TO INDICATE OUR! INTEREST IN COOPERATING
FULLY WITH GON -DESIRESe DESPITE THEIR ORVIOUE TECHNICAL
NAIVETEs LEVEL AT WHICH THIS BEING HANDLED HERE INDICATES
IMPORTANCE GON ATTACHES TO WHOLE' OPERATIONS

E;[;:!T CAN WE TELL GON RE THIS: LATEST SUGGESTION?
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NSCE-@0 RSC-01 RSR-21 /054 W L —~

R 2118892 HAY 71
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e e 268394 %ﬁh |
e
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S EC RE T KATHMANDU |792 " DECLASSIFIED ;q
Authoriy MWD 9490 22

LINMDIS

'EEE:T-FQGQN DUST/SPACE! FRAGMENTS: NEPAL
— S P
REF 1 Aw ETATE &2264 Hs ETATE ETEED

| 1+ DCH SAY FONSEC BHARAT RAJ BHANDARY TODAY TO EXPLAIN
IMPORTANCE USG ATTACHED TO FRAGMENT AND QUR DESIRE

COMDUCT TECHWICAL ANALYSIS INVOLVING REMOVAL OF TWO OR

: THREE SEGMENTS EACH APPROXIHATELY 29 SQUARE [NCHES I[N

i AREAs DCH ALSO GAVE FONSEC PORTIONS OF INFO CONVEYED

o CARA 3, REF A [OMITTING HORE TECHNICAL PORTIONS THIS

INFO ON THEORY THEY CAM BE PROVIDED LATER [F GON EXHIBITS

i [NTEREST I«

2. FONSEC EXHIBITED SOME: CONCERN RE PROPOSAL REMOVE TwWO
OR THREE SEGMENTS. HE sAIlD I[N ANY EVENT HE WOULD: HAVE
CHECK MATTER OUT WITH PRIHE MIN BISTAs HE NOTED THAT
INTENTION HAD BEEN EVENTUALLY TO EXWIBIT FRAGHENT IM

: MUSEUMs HE SAID [T WOULD BE EHBARRASSING IF 1T APPARENT
| THAT PIECES HAD BEEN REMOVED) GON WOULD NOT KNOW HOW TO
' COPE WITH PREDICTABLE QUESTIONS AS TO CIRCUMSTANCES: OF
REMOVALe HE [MPLIED HE WAS CONCERNED ONLY WITH GQUESTION
OF VISUAL [NSPECTION AND SUGGESTED WITH UNEXPECTED
FRANKNESS, THAT IF USG COULD NOT SETTLE FOR mONE OR: THO
LITTLE PIECES FROM TOP OR BOTTOM." FERHAPS WE COULD
PATCH THE THING UP AFTER REMOYING SEGHMENTS S0 THAT KO
ONE COULD BEE THE DIFFERENCE. DCM: SAID HE WOULD CHECK

|
|
| THIS OUTW
|

| ——
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CHanGE Yo
e acTION:  Amembassy KATYMANDU =
S T el ST ’ -
REF: Kathmandu 1656 ~0
1. Your April 27 letter received and your comments given considera—
tion before sending State 82264. - = 7
2. Analysis would entail removal of probably not more than two or
three segments of slightly differing shapes from fragment {which
is roughly hollow cone). Each piece would be approximately 20 square
inches in area (4 by 5, 6 by 3.5, etc.) and of thickness of fragment.
Fragment would still be whole after analysis but substantial pieces
3. We understand there considerably less interest in other pieces
which GON possesses. Thus we would like to proceed with analysis
this piece. We understandirs there possibility that GON may refuse
request. We will back up your comitment to the Foreign Secretary
and if his reply is negative are prepared retuwrn fragment intact
: (see State 18945). — S/ /0
@ 4. Mﬂnﬁmﬁﬂlyuﬂarsmﬂmﬂmi&temmim,_l
m- GNAF TING DATE |TEL, CAT, |APPROVED 6F v
ﬁ.ﬁnliﬂwt 5/19/71 20653 NEA/INC - T. Schneider
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE /
| wWasklapian, DG, 20520 ’7/
1

February 24 1971

GONEIDENTE = [ DECLASSIFIED ‘2

Authority ﬂﬁ__qi Q1 2L

' R e il
TO: U - The Under Secretary
T’
THRU: s/ sQ( / &/ﬂ
A

FROM: I0 - Samuel De Palma

SUBJECT: Re-entry and Identification of Space
Fragments: ACTION MEMORANDUM

Representatives of 10, SCI, PM, L/UNA and S/EC
have unanimously agreed that early discussions among
State, Defense and NASA officers should be held to
consider the US response to a growing intermational
concern with the implications of impacting space
fragments .

ACTION REQUESTED

That you sign the attached letters to Under

Secretary of Defense Packard and Acting Administrator
Low of NASA,

Attachments:
Tab A - Letter to Deputy Secretary Packard
Tab = Letter to Dr. Low

T10/UNF :RGBrown :avw:clh
1/21/71 Ext, 20572

Clearances: I0 - Allen, Régg: berg, McIntyre, ?ﬁ%ﬁ;

S/PC - Gathwrigh SCI/sAM = 1LtCol Campbell
PM - Handyside % L/UNA - Doud/G3

CONF IDENT IAL
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INFD  OCT-8! NEA=23 OC=@1 RSCe8| RER=0| /010 W T
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q 2109542 rEn 71 _—— A
] .HE-&.E‘E" EiTE=ANU
T™H SECETATE WABMDE 9247
200 WASHOC Gy
§ EC 8 [ T KATHMANDU 9385  DECLASSIFIED =0
Athority 40 9091 57 L
L1=D18 ’
————— . - :
L LaE gl L
SLUE I SPACE FEAGMEMNT
- ACE FRAGMENTS v lé

BEFs B MATHMANDU &0220 Be WATHMANDU @18

WF WOULD ApPRECIATE RFECEIVING ACKNONLEDGEMENT OF FOREODING THO
MESSAGESs .A) WAS SPACE FRAGHENT RECEIVEDs AND (B} PLEASE
CONFLIRR YOU WILL HANDLE FRAGMENT [N ACCORDANCE PARA &s REF As
aPa s

cooON

-
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC S166

S EIC' R E T KATHMANDU 28] i “DECLASSIFIED
Auborky A#0 93052
LIMDIS B |
T G
NOFORN

SUBJ1 SPACE FRAGMENTS

sp G

REF1 KATHMANDU 4122 .x’f

BOX SHIPPED ON SUPPORT FLIGHT TD! NEW DELHI JANUARY 1& UNDER
POUCH NUMBER  BOX NOe |3 REGISTRATION ND: 797@82+ BOX
ADDRESSED TO DEPTY OF STATE:> AAFB=|18s INDICATOR NO« AF<3@5+1.
WASHs Ds C:

. LAISE
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acTion:  Amembassy KHARTOUM — h
Amembassy KAMPALA o
Amembassy NAIROBI <
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| REF:A.State 195262; B. State 114584, Feb. 13, 1968

| SUBJ: Reentry of NASA QOAQ Satellite

T T

©

_Ref A
Yo of

2.

belng transmitted for info to KHARTOUM:

NASA has advised Department of more precise reentry

Astronomical
info on Orbiting/ARENRRAREEERX Observatory (0AO) satellite

launched 1740 Now 30, 1970 from Cape Kennedy, but which

nosea

falled to achleve orbit as result fallure of/Hu'¥ falring

to jettison from launch wvehicle upper stage,

Any parts

of satellite, nose fairing, and upper stage of launch

vehicle which might have

fallen to earth 30 to 40

survived reentry conditions and

minutes after launch time would

probably have come down along a line defined by coordinates

(a) 4.81 deg N by 31.86 deg E, and (b) 3.82 deg N by

GRAFTED B

SCI/SAM:RHCa

mpbelf svml

12/14/70

CRAFTiHD DATE

L

CLEARANEES ﬂF'f
NASA/I-Mr. C

N=Mr, Jackson:
NJones;
L/SCI-Mr. Maurer(info);

AF E':Hrl

M/AE-Mr. Haddvside

aEERGVED BY) 2 i i
2 ) soilowc
. AF/E-Mr, Marks:

23622
Kinte

I0/UNP-Mr, Brown wmi—
L/UNA=Mr. Doud (info)
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SUBJECT: NASA SATELLITE FAILS TO ORBIT
- g

35~ NASA LAUNCHED AN ORBITING ASTRONOHICAL OBSERVATORY
TOAO} SATELLITE FROM CAPE KENNEDY AT ABOUT 5:30 PM EST
DUE TO NOSE FARING NOT SEPARATING

ON NOVEMBER 30, 1970.

FROM THE PAYLOAD. THE 0AO SPACECRAFT DID NOT ACHIEVE

ORBIT. BEST ESTIHATE OF NASA AT THIS TIHE IS THAT PATH

OF REENTERING SATELLITE IS OVER UGANDA AND KENYA INTO
PRECISE IHPACT POINT OF ANY SATELLITE PARTS

INDIAN OCEAN.
THAT MIGHT HAVE SURVIVED REENTRY CONDITION NOT ENOUN
AT THIS TIHE-

3. NASA PRESS CONFERENCE ON THE LAUNCH HELD AT CAPE
. PRESS INFORHED THAT SATELLITE

KENNEDY EVENING OF NOV. 30
THAT PROJECTED GROUND TRACK OF

DID NOT ACHIEVE ORBIT AND
REENTRY EXTENDED OVER CENTRAL AND EAST AFRICA INTO INDIAN

OCEAN. NASA HMADE NO PREDICTION ON PARTS SURVIVING RE-
ENTRY TO IMPACT ON LAND OR IN OCEAN.

3. FYI POSTS MAY AT THEIR DISCRETION INFORMALLY NOTIFY e
T OAO SATELLITE LAUNCH FAILURE USING (.

HOST GOVERNMENTS ABOU
EXCEPT THAT SPECIFIC COUNTRIES

PARAS 1 AND 2 ABOVE.
CUGANDA AND KENYA} SHOULD NOT BE IDENTIFIED. SANE INFO,
TRICTION ON COUNTRY IDENTIFICATION. MAY BE _

WITH SAME RES
USED TO MAKE INTERIN RESPONSE TO INQUIRIES FROM NEWS °
MEDIA. DEPARTHENT SHOULD BE NOTIFIED IMHEDIATELY OF ANY
REPORTS OF IMPACT OF SPACE DEBRIS. POSTS TO TAKE RO»
RPT N0~ ACTION ON ANY SUCH REPORTS OF SPACE DEBRIS UNTIL
=3
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- DEPARTMENT OF STATE
" DECLASSIFIED
L Authority E};mﬁ?ij: Memorandum of Conversation
i
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DATE: Novembey 10, 1970

SUBJECT: soviet Space Objects

PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Yevgeniy Belov, Science Counselor, Soviet Embassy

Mr. Adolph Dubs, Country Director, EUR/SOV
Peter Semler, EUR/SOV

EUR - Mr. Davies
EUR/SOV - Mr. Dubs
SOV (3)

DOD/ISA - Mr. Anderson
SCI - Col. Campbell
MASA - Mr. D. Morris

L - Mr. Doud

INR = Mr. Wolff

PM - Mr. Handyside

UN/P - Mr. Armitage

USUN NEW YORK

Embassy Moscow
/NACT

Mr. Dubs handed Mr. Belov the attached note which reportas that

two additional space fragments of Soviet origin impacted on the
midwest ¢f the United States on August 28 in addition to the four
Mr. Dubs had told Mr. Belov about on September 10. An annex to the
note contains descriptive material and a photograph of the fragments, g

as requested by Mr. Belov in a’ telephone conversation with Mr. Semler .'f/
on September 29.

/ -
Mr. Belov thanked Mr. m]:rsl_.-“i:'c:r the note. He said that it would be =
some time before he heard Jfrom Moscow since the Scviet Embassy's
pouch had just left on November 10 and another pouch would not be
going until November 20./ Mr. Belov also checked to make sure that

the Department's note cﬂntained an identification number from the

Ny
fragments. W

HE&-DTJL&QE

gUR/Sov/PSenffer:ama  11/12/70

fDvafting Qfice and Officers

oM b 1254 CONFIDENT IAL
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Amembassy MOSCOW Authority AP 9. G5 57 S
=) . DN
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| STATE :"'».,.
| =0y
EXDIS
.~ SUBJECT: Space Fragments Found in Middle West
v -
REF: USUN 1777 - °F % _ 7, usor

il

1. A number of objects from space re-entered earth's
atmosphere evening August 28 and impacted In several states
of US Middle West., Article 5(1) of 1968 Astronaut Agreement
requires USG to inform UN Secretary General and authorities
of launching state, if known,of return to earth of space
objects. Although it would normally be preferable to hold

up formal notification UNSYG until fragments had been
thoroughly examined and their origin determined definitively,

widespread publicity already accorded these objects together

| f—-_'fn_p_prﬂved by: 5/5-0 -

AT TE : BN AFTING DATE |TEWL, CRT. ﬁmﬂrﬂﬂﬂe:

_ PM/AETHGHandyside:bpw 9/4/70 | 20620 | 10 - Harmg

LEARANEES T : —
PM/AE : JTKerid rick Sﬂﬂ:mubsﬂécgrgﬁ INR:HWolff (in draftﬁ?
L/UBA :GAldrich(in draft}ﬂ; SCL:RFPackard(in draft): TI0/UNP - Mr. Armita
DOD/ISA:DAnderson(in, draft) NASA :DMorris(in substance) . '-wd ‘%E

___.".i%'-* - E;“'E-G:JBrimg'ﬂ% iandrate)
e

EE_ERE'I-E}{D IS
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BLANTYRE, BRUSSELS, BUJUMEURA, DAR es o

M, KIGALI, KINSHASA, LONDON,
REYKJAVIK, ROME, TANANARIVE,

ACTION: Amembassies BANGUIL,
SALAAM, FORT LAMY, KHARTOU
LUSAKA, NAIROBI, OTTAWA, PARILS,

TRIPOLI, and TUNIS

£an
AmConsul Generals GENOA, LOURENCO MARQUES, LUBUMBASHI and

PALERMO
Priority

e

Request all posts report any indications in press OT from oral reports OT

sightings of entry intc atmosphere or landing of ''space debris" on July b.

“"Space debris" could have been described as meteorite, crashed plane, or

satellite, etc. Local reports might not be accurate as to time. Washington
estimates indicate time of impact probably between 1700 and 1800 GMT along

trajectory from Mozambique and Malawi over Chad and Libya to Umited

Kingdom, Iceland and Canada.

Recovery of any material from such space debris would be of great scientific
interest to USG, Posts should not inform or initiate action with local
government but should follow-up on leads as expeditiously as possible.

R ]
eport priority. syusid public commentg

Bud [OHNSON.

-

i L DRAFTING DATE |TEL. EXT, APPROVED BY;
hEHelfﬁggL:kam 7/9/70 :
= /917 22585 INR/DDC - W ey Coerr

e I R R i S
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DEPT PLEASE PAES DEFENSE
SUBJ: SPACE FRAGMENTS
2EF: STATE @s59383 — S P 16

1e AMBASSADDR HAS AGAIN DISCUSSED MATTER WITH FOREIGN SECRETAR)
FHANAL WHO, AFTER CHECKING QUESTION AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL, RE-~
SPONDED VERBALLY THAT HE' SAW NO REASON WWY GON SHOULD NOT REPE
NOT AGREE' TD MAKE AVAILABLE/ AT LEASYT SOME SpaCE FRAGMENTS FOR
ANALYS1Se HE STRESSED, HOWEVER, GON DESIRE WHOLE MATTER RE

HANDLED AS HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL®

2¢ DCM CALLED ON KHANAL'S I[MMEDIATE DEPUTY, SPECTAL SECRETARY
RAJBHANDARY2 MAY |4 TO pDISCUSS SPECIFICS: RAJBHANDARY SHOWED DI
FIVE OBJECTS PLUS ASSOCIATED DEBRIS WHICH APPEAR YO BE ITEMS
DESCRIBED IN FIRST PARA OF AUGUST 26:; 19g8 "REPORT OF EXAMINAT
OF SPACE OBJECTS CONDUCTED AT SINGHA DURRAR DURING PERIOD AUGU!
P2=26s 1968 BY A UNITED STATES TECHNICAL TEAMa"™ [TEMS ARE! |, |
AND' 3t "CONICAL! ITEM AND TWO PIECES OF CORRUGATED MATERIAL FRO
EXMAUST NOZZLES OF ROCKET ENGIMES™i &1 "ELECTRICAL CONNECTOR Fi
A CONTROL CIRCUIT"® 531 "ORLONG METALLIC aND MNON=METALLIC ITEM
FROM AN ANTENNA COMPONENT <" (LATTER TWO ITEMS PACKAGED IN
CARDBOARD BOXES WITH ABOUT A POUND Oi DERRIS )
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SECRET

PAGE @82 KATHMA 21452 5@3977

3¢ RAJBHANDARY OBVIOUSLY UNWILLING PART wlTH ITEM ONE OR

WITH ALL OF EITHER ITEMS TWQ OR THREE AS LISTED AEOVE. DCH
PROPDSED» AD REFERENDUM, SENDING OFF FOUR OR FIVE POUND
VERTICAL SLICE OF EITHER ITEM TWO OR ITEM THREE FOR SHIPMENT
TC Us ON UNDERSTANDING [T WOULD BE CONSUMED BY ANALYSIS AND
NCT RETURNEDs RAJBHANDARY THOUGHT THMIS WOULD BE SATISFACTORY.
RE ITEHS FOUR AND FIVE, RAJBUANDASY DEBVIAUSLY UNWILLING HAVE
GON PART WITH THEM PERMANENTLY BUT REACTED FAVORABLY TO
SUGSESTION, ALSD aD REFERENDUMs THAT THEY BE SENT TO US EOR
ANALYSIS ON UNDERSTANDING THEY HOULD BF RETURNED “SURSTANTTIALLY
INTACT®™, WITH FURTHER UNDERSTANDING THAT AESOCIATED DEBR; :
WOULD ALSD B LOANED TO USG ON SAME BaAS!s.

4+ SHOULD EMBASSY PROCEED ON BASIS OF OUR TenNTATIVE PROPOS

Et 51 =) £ A
TO GON AS SUGGESTED ABOVE? IF SO, FOR HOW LOMG & RERIDD R
SHOULD WE REQUEST RETENTION OF [TEMS FOUR ann =1V 1C
INSTRUCTIONS? - M IVET ANY FURTHER
LAISE

~  DECLASSIFIED
Authority M2 909/ 5 -

- ——— i
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SUBJECT :Space Object Recovered
REF Martinique A-8, February 6, 1970

Fhe tentative identification of the space object, as il

stated in State 030284 has been confirmed. The object
is a portion of a shroud from an Atlas launch vehicle.
These shrouds are jettisoned after launch from Cape
Kennedy under controlled conditions and impact in the
ocean with a wide safety margin. Some parts are on
occasion buoyant and may drift great distances. Algae
and barnacles on the object indicate it has been aflost

for a considerable time.

The cooperation of the Consulate and the local authorities

is appreciated.

ROGERS

48d-014A403
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NITHDRANAD NOTILCE
Vi 0s9 TAR #: 4
TRY: 163, : T 2 o
o COPIES/PPS/CLASS/SPECMAS
b REGRADED: C
BOX 2973 -

ACCESS RESTRICTED
The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file:

Folder Title: SP 1-1 US-USSE

Document Date: 12/11/71

Document Ser.#:

INTEL REPORT FR TO

In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is
restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated
general and specific record group restriction statements which are availal

for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn because it

contains:

X Security Classified Information
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SUBJECT Death of Soyuz-ll Cosmennuts Prier to | DATE DISTR. _.12 NOYW T
Reentry/Fulminant Anoxla as Probable Cause
of Denth/intiradiation Drugs/Lower Eﬂ:;-.r HO. PAGES - - 2

tgive Pressure/Complete Recovery o

:Eﬁi:-; CosmonautsfAcclimation Lo Stranaf. REFEREMCES
Probable Effects of Soyuz-11 Disascer on - (2351}
Sowiet Space Frogram

DATE OF INFO. October 1971

e
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The Soyuz-11 cosmonouts, . 2

cont
doad bofore thatly vehicle :::::Zi to widespread popular belief, wore

ed the ecarch's atmosph Ll
the reporc of bram : pherc. This ia L
accovding to n '%M:ngﬂzltztfzr:mm;: Sl e
Euvan A 3
Genin soid that ¢lectrocnr in Space Conferenca.

= ogrophic telemetry indicated thet the three
Ei:r;ﬁn::::hihnnr;n had stopped before the FeenbEy procedure was begun,
iy 8 information and on some inconclusive remarks by 0 G Gozenko,
L . duperior, it seems fairly probable that the cosmonauts died of
I‘u]_.r_;f.rnnnt anoxin res i T i L edRaEe ITom ¢ Epacocrafc

""E;frl? :ff,:h:{;:'ﬁ:%tﬂﬂ?lttﬂ ¥ unavape  (One gecs O vaverifi ccxsien

P CLe DOCE O Loas readily available to the cosmonauts,) This

L undoubtedly why the miesion was aborted at 23 daye., GCazenke indicaced
ehot Ehere was ne evidence of any strupple or attempt Eo cake CmGTEency
nccion,

'..-"}.J:
He said chot alechough a thoroupgh autopey hoo been rerfor=ed an LR
F coach cosmonaut, the complete report has not yet been collated,
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Concerning antivodiocion drugs, Yu G Grigorievy conflrmed chac thg.sq'\r:[.tp. ]
have indecd completed human toxicological tests om such a compound , but 1E
hos never been used on a cosmonaut in space. They probably do net know e
the precise mochanism by H'llich"l.t ‘functions, but they think that it combines

with something within the cell to increase the cell's tolerance of radiation..
< It would not be-effdetive against a moansive radiation dose.

- Gl goriev has el :r
shown thac in dogs it has no therapeutic value snd fumctions only AR
prn‘phyluct{ull}'. : A ey P .:-

3. Soviet rosearchers are leso ispressed with the benefits of lower body ' h:j_

g negative pressura than thelr US collesgues scem to be. While they beliave B gH

a that it i# a factor in protecting the individual, they do not censider ik L4

3 an effective substitute for exercise and earth-normal gravity. 3 ';‘ui;
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4 Soy smonauts Kikolayev and Sevascyanov both attended the Yerevan

: "Man-in-Space” Conference
r’ GEEScEs of their #1iate. . They have now completely recovered from che o’
|J. —_——
3, T[he Sovicts
S are emphasizing the study of hypoxic acclimatfon, Their
R ; arch has demonstrated cthat sdaptation to high mountainous tercraln s 2
ek or instance, can impart a measure of incrcased tolerance of h]rpm-:iu.' g E
v They have conducted analogous studies of cold tolerance and G-tolerance E 2
i obtaining comparable results, While this work is undoubtedly valid, ¢ -..E
& the operat ional question {s whether or not the goln of half a G or a few ' *?;,'ﬁ
Sl il dggre@_s justifies spending three to four weeks living and exerclsing on E"i
i tE a high mountain, Lt scems likely that most specislists will decide that - | ‘_‘;_.,’E
the answer is no. . A

Shocked by the Soyuz-11 disaster, Sovict officiols probably feel that
cheir spacecrsft design engineering must now drop back te the basic I —
eheoretical phase of its cycle, since they have exploited their present x

hardware to ics maximum potentisl for progress, (This certainly i3 a ;
u.m-:- Factor beh interest in inlormation eRCHAnge, :
e ate,) While 11Le BCLENtists [The Cazenke have :

.!ﬂt“t Iwhm 1

i Id o

1d be unlikely that amy gearch [or scapegeats wou .

:z:hn af hordware enginecks, gince thelrs, apparently, {g the arca of o
lur Seill, the reappraisol brought on by the deaths 1s understandably =

s : the belated realizotion that cheir A

t hna scrved to crigper : e
: esion objectives has dangerously gutstripped their design PR
opical course for the
exploit Ehe remaining potentinal of thelr present technology,

gencral.
pursuit af mi
enginetd
L
{perhops with a mission linking four Soyuz, carrylog 8-12 cusmnaut;]

while. nttempting to achleve the aecessory quantum Jump in spacecraft il
deslen enpineceing through a combination of information exchonges with and'
= | The principal contribution Che
Towiets could make to such an exchange would stem from thelr more extensive -
reseorch on self-generating life support systems, such os that dealing
with chlerella and other slgae. These researches,; however, concern rot

only oxygen, but also encompass some Progroms concerned with food, . _

’ In retrospect, the Soviets pursucd 8 narrow avenue of spacecraft design
‘engineeriog in which they achieved a temporary time advantage with respeect:
to the USH more broadly based efforta, ! Pressed to Lts limits, this cul-
By de-snc ollowed them to achieve a functioning space station before the US,
',_-': : But it i5 a poor one compared to the station the U5 will launch shortly.

i Ironfically, the cEfects of the tragedy of Soyuz-11 will now wipe out that

o | time odvantase and reduce the Sovicte to s stern chase of US technology.
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